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ADVERTISEMENT. 



When the author undertook to travel in Russia, — a coun- 
try about which so many conflicting opinions have been pub- 
lished, — ^he thought he would best consult the advantage of 
the public by making his book a work entirely of information, 
and allowing whatever amusement it might contain to depend 
upon the nature of the &cts communicated* 

It was with this idea he set out upon the journey, and he 
soon found reason to congratulate himself upon his decision. 
He has not indulged either in theory or controversy. He has 
given a plain account of what he saw with his own eyes, and 
heard with his own ears ; and however much the narrative 
may in some parts be condenmed by former travellers and 
their admirers, he is conscious that it will one day receive 
credit for its truth. 



RUSSIA AND THE RUSSIANS- 



CHAPTER I. 

]eNTRANCE*IMTO RUSSIA. 

DejNirture from Memel — frontiers of Prussia on the Ba]tio-~^n. 
trance into Russia— douane— reflections preliminary to the in- 
quiries that are to follow — ^Russian inns — change of climate — 
living onvthe road — amusements — scenery — peasantry — arrival 
at-Mittau and detention there by the governor — ^the town and 
its inhabitants — Jew-smugglers — ^bear£ and co9tume«--depar- 
ture. 

In the middle of April, 1835, 1 set out from Memel, the last 
frontier town of Prussia on the Baltic, with the intention of 
visiting St Petersbu^ and Moscow, and returning to Eng- 
land by the way of Warsaw, Berlin, and Hamburg. 

At St Petersburg I hoped to become acquainted with Mo- 
dem Russia, and to be enabled to form some idea of the real 
progress of her civilization, in so for at least, as this is indi- 
cate in the manners of the people ; at Moscow, in the here- 
tofore capital of the Tsars, I should find myself in the very 
heart of the ancient empire, where the tribes and nations of 
the distant dependencies still resort as to a common centre ; 
and in Poland an opportunitjr would present itself of studying 
the character of the most mteresting of the conquered pro- 
vinces, the preservation of which c^ts more in blood, and 
tears, and money, than a whole continent is worth. 

My carriage, the best I could obtain for hire in Memel, re- 
sembled a diligence, which, having fallen into superannuation 
and decay, had been cut down for private use ; and this ma- 
chine was drawn by three horses abreast, the leader being 
very well worthy or his dignity, by nearly two feet of advan- 
1* 
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Use over the others in point of stature. The driver was a 
tall, hale^ ruddy old man, with a physiognomy strongly ex- 
pressive of the quiet good-humour of the Prussians. Like the 
postilions of his country, he rarely used his whip, preferring 
to yield father than resort to violence ; and as rarely did he 
give himself the trouble either of remonstrating or encourag- 
ing by words. In England this mode of government could 
not exist, for there the horses are only permitted to see 
straight forward; and to comprehend their master behind, 
they must be made both to hear and to feeL In Prussia their 
eyes are uncovered, and it is curious to observe the anxious 
attention with which they watch the motions of the, U^em, 
harmless whip. 

The road, soon after leaving the town, conducted us into a 
wilderness of sand and water, where it seemed, by the wheel 
tracks, that each carriage was in the habit of choosing its own 
way. Having traversed Prussia in its greatest length my 
eyes were not unaccustomed to scenery of the kind ; but I 
question whether even in the deserts of Brandenburg, in the 
midst of which stands the capital (Berlin) — like a^ity trans- 
ported thither by enchantment from the habitable world- 
there can anything be seen more dreary and desolate. 

We at lengtji reached a solitary habitation, apparently a 
toll-house. The bar, painted with the royal colours, black 
and white, was raised. No one appeared either to exact dues, 
or to question the passer-by as to his whereabout; but the 
coachman stopped at the door, an4 took in my passport. In a 
minute or two he returned and we resumed our journey, and 
I found that I had passed through one of the entrance or exit 
gates of Prussia. 

The desert became still more desolate, and the wind began 
to moan with that strange unearthly sound which it has in 
lonely places, over tracts of snow or sand. To the left, the 
wilderness was bound in by the distant Baltic as with a girdle, 
only distinguishable from the sky, with which it mingled, by 
its deeper blue. Everywhere else fields of sand and mornjss 
extended to the verge of the horizon. This apparently was 
a neutral ground between the two countries ; and it was with 
no small degree of curiosity that I awaited my introduction 
into Russia. 

The gate at length appeared, and its stripes of black and 
white, the former colour edged with red, so nearly resembled 
those of Prussia, that I began to &ncy I had been premature. 
The next moment, however, the ring of arms upon the pave- 
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ment reassured me. As the carriage entered, it was stopped 
by Cossacks with fixed bayonets ; and one mounting behind, I 
was thus driven like a prisoner of state, to the douane. 

The door of this house was guarded by armetd sentinels, 
and in a room opening into the one where my luggage was 
examined, a Cossack stood, like a wooden figure, with fixed 
bayonet The examining ofiicers were in uniform, and wore 
swords; but they were not otherwise difierent from their 
brethren of England or France, than by a gentlemanly cour- 
tesy, which in Siose countries appears to be considered out of 
the way of the profession. They exhibited none of the vul- 
ture-like eagerness about trifies which renders the custom- 
house even of London at once vexatious and ridiculous ; and 
BO far from turning over my things like Jew-ciothesmen, they 
were only anxious to prevent the attendants from disturbing 
their arrangement'*' I must add that of the few books I had, 
only one was opened. 

My passport, however, was an afiair not so easily managed. 
The questions they put were innumerable, and the entries 
made in consequence by the clerk, would have sufficed for a 
memoir. At length all was over; and willingly granting the 
request made openly by the attendants for a small gratuity, 
I pursued my journey, marvelling not a little at £e com- 
plaints made by some former travellers of the hardships 
and indignities they had endured from the frontier police of 
Russia. 

I was not destined, however, to escape with absolute ease 
myself. At a distance of two or three hundred yards, at the 
entrance of a small village, we were again stopped by soldiers 
with fixed bayonets, and my passport again demanded. I 
confess I gave it with reluctance, being unable to conceive 
what purpose all this could serve ; and when one of them 
coolly stepped into the carriage, and desired me to open my 
portmanteau fi)r the second time, it was with a very bad grace 
mdeed I obeyed. But when the fellow, after putting me to 
this unnecessary, and as I was convinced, unlawful trouble, 
demanded money, my trifling stock of patience failed me all 
on a sudden, and I ordered Sie coachman to drive on. The 

• On this subject every traveller differs, not only from others 
but from himself. The conduct of the custom-house officers varies 
at every port and with every change of individuals ; and it may be 
wen to remark that the I^st time I visited London (since writiiig 
the text) I had nothing whatever to complain of. - ,: 
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man hesitated, and looked, or affected to look alarmed^ and the 
ewldiers persisted more clamorously ; but when I attempted 
to leap out of the carriage in order to return to the douane to 
complain, they raised the-siege at once, and their curses, " not 
loud but deep," mingled with the rattle of the wheels as we 
drove on. I told this anecdote afterwards to the Chief of the 
Secret Police at Sl Petersburg, and perhaps the nuisance 
exists no more ; but in case it should still continue, L now re- 
late the circumstance for the benefit of quietly, disposed tra- 
vellers. These persons should throw the beggarly ruffians a 
small silver coin on their passport being demanded, and desire 
their coachman to proceed. 

We speedily entered a forest, in which we wandered the 
whole day, and where I had nothing more amusing than my 
own reflections to beguile the time. These were naturally 
occupied with the country I had entered. It seemed to me 
that I was already able to account for the conflicting state- 
ments even of the most recent travellers, and that at my first 
step into Russia, I had seen both sides of the medal. It would 
be illiberal and unbecoming to charge some of my predeces- 
sors with prejudice ; for this, when applied to a traveller— to 
one who sees the world in its diflferent forms, and mankind in 
their difierent phases, amounts to a charge of absolute stu- 
pidity ; but surely they have not weighed with due attention 
the remarkable circumstances in which this very remarkable 
nation has been placed. 

M. Bachoutsky, a Russian author, giveS himself the trouble 
of quoting an inquiry into the relative degree of civilization of 
the great nations of Europe at recent periods — ^but this is all 
in vain. The insulated facts from which he would reason, 
can no more be taken as evidences of the character of a people, 
than a stone as a sample of a building. No sophistry can con- 
ceal the truth that a century ago die old nations of Europe 
were not greatly difierent, in the moral features of civilization, 
from what they are now, and that at the same period the Rus- 
sians were in a state of the darkest barbarism. The boiars 
lived in their chateaux, whether at Moscow or in the pro- 
vinces, plunged in all the ignorance of the feudal age. Their 
character was not elevated by a single trait even of that fan- 
tastic species of refinement which forms the poetical charm of 
the times of chivalry. Their women were at the same time 
secluded like Eastern slaves, and insulted, beaten, and occa- 
sionally murdered with impunity, like the wives of savages. 
Their religion was half paganism, or more than half: and 
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Panitea, the Venus of the heathen, joBtled the Virgin Mary 
even in the temples. 

Such was the chaos in which the elements of a great people 
"were plunged when the genius of Peter the Great first 
•* moved upon the face of the watera" This man, rude in his 
manners, fierce in his passions, and vulgar in his tastes and 
habits, was in some respects no bad representative of his coun- 
try ; but in the finer part of his nature, he was one of those 
intellectual giants who appear at long intervals among meaner 
men, like a comet among the stars. Nay, his very rudeness 
rendered him the better tamer of a rude people. No tricks of 
refinement, no Machiavellian cunning would have had any 
. effect in a case like this. Peter carriS his purposes into exe- 
cution by the strong hand. He compelled his subjects to 
assume the manners, well knowing that this would bring 
about in time the reality, of civilization ; and rushin? in upon 
the old boiar in his native woods, he shaved his beard by main 
force, 

" And dragged the etraggling savage into day.'* 

That absolute power is in itself a prodigious evil no one can 
deny, but in this case it was productive of positive good. At 
any rate, when the creations of absolute power are beneficial 
to the people, tiiey are necessarily destructive of itself— a &ct 
which will probably receive some illustration in the coarse of 
this work. The successors of Peter, however, trod steadily 
in the same path. In particular his wife, Catherine I., the 
licentious Catharine II., the late emperor Alexander, all pur- 
sued, and his present majesty still pursues, the wise plans of 
their great prototype. What have they efiected 1 Of that I 
hope to obtain some idea in the course of my tour ; but it is 
necessary, on setting out, to ascertain the time afibrded for the 
ripening of these gigantic plans, and for the execution of their 
multitudinous detaifiu 

It is true that the Emperor Alexis kid the first step, the 
vantage ground, firom which his son was one day to take his 
magnificent flight ; but with Peter himself comjpenced the real 
civSization of the Russians. Since his defth there have 
elapsed one hundred and ten years ; but of tl^ese only seventy 
have been occupied by the above-mentioned princes, while the 
remainder is divided among the comparatively unproductive 
reigns of Peter II., Anne, Ivan, Elizabeth, Peter III., and the 
unhappy Paul. We thus arrive at the true data on which to 
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proceed, and the only one which will enable the traveller to 
form a correct estimate of the character of the Russian nation, 
and of the present condition and prospects of the country. 
With these data in his mind, the stranger will either exclaim 
conscientiously against the ignorance and stupidity of the 
people in having effected so little ; or he will inquire in as- 
tonishment, how they could have done so much in so short a 
period. What a pity it is that philosophers so rarely travel ; 
or, at least, in sending us of the staff and wallet to fetch ma- 
terials, that they do not lend us their own spectacles ! 

About mid-day we halted for dinner at an inn in the middle 
of the forest. The inns on this road are all of the same con- 
struction ; and, although very unlike such places in France or 
England, are by no means uncomfortable. The coachman 
knocks at an immense door, and horses, carriage, and all, are 
driven into the house. The traveller finds himself in a vast 
oblong hall, surrounded by the equipages of other travellers, 
and at the further end of which there is another door for his 
exit The postilions are mending their tackle, the horses 
feeding, and flights of fowls fluttermg and screaming around 
as they contest with one another the scattered grains of corn. 
Confused by the noise and darkness visible of the place, he is 
guided by his coachman to a side door, which opens into the 
portion of the house destined for the reception of two-legged 
quests; and here he finds a suite, generally of three or Smr 
large rooms, in any one of which he may establish himself for 
his meal. ' 

The fiimiture of these rooms, although cheap, is extremely 
handsome ; the chairs and tables being made of birch brilliant- 
ly polished, and, when new, bearing a strong resemblance to 
satm-wood. The walls are covert with bad prints, chiefly 
English, and the window sills with flowering plants, even in 
the depth of winter. During that season, and, indeed, for eight 
months of the year, every apartment is a true hot-house, the 
atmosphere being kept up to a certain high temperature by 
stoves. The windows are double — that is to say, there are 
two glazed window-frames in each aperture, a single pane of 
which is made to open, so as to render a change of atmosphere 
in the room at least possible ; while every other joint or seam 
is carefully pasted over with paper. In each apartment, it 
must be added, there are three or four beds ; but these, being 
extremely narrow, take up no more room than a sofa, as it is 
not the custom here for the husband and wife to occupy the 
same couch. 
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My dinner consisted of a white soap, made of milk, butter, 1 
vegetables, and tucking pig ^ together with a portion of roast- ^. 
ed turkey. The meal upon the whole, notwithstanding the \ 
blackness and sourness of the bread, was very acceptable to a \^ 
hungnr traveller : but, alas ! with me it was " toujours per- \ 
drix ! — for five consecutive days I could get nothing else to \ 
eat than white soup and roasted turkey. 

At the inn where I slept I found a clean and corofi>rtable_^,/ 
bed, although the chambermaid had the atrocity almost to in-^ 
sist upon my sleeping in one close to the hot stove ; and I was 
lulled to sleep by the songs of a large company of peasants 
assembled in the kitchen. Some of them sung in parts, while 
the others contributed the choru& The music was in general 
simple and mournful, and many of the voices were singularly 
sweet 

In the morning as we resumed our journey, I felt very sen- 
ably that I had oeen travelling northward for some weeks. 
When I left Paris the weather was almost disagreeably warm ; 
while here, the pools by the road side were covered with ice, 
and the trees clothed in their winter finery of hoar-frost As 
the beams of the early sun slanted through the branches, the 
efiect was the most beautiful imaginable. The fable of the 
Magician's garden seemed to be realized, for every leaf was 
hung with sapphires, rubies, and emeralds. The trees were 
chiefly pines, with here and there a few birches, gleaming 
with a spectral whiteness through the mysterious gloom ; and ^ 
below there was almost always an underwood of juniper, and ' 
a rich green carpet of blaeberry hushes. 

We at length emei-^ed from this seemingly interminable 
forest, and the view opened suddenly, disclosing numerous 
farmsteads and cottages scattered over the face of rather a 
picturesque country. The road led across a rapid stream, 
somewhat violent in winter, if one may judge by the strength 
of the breakwaters. These did not form a part of the bridge ; 
but, as is customary in Russia, were constructed at a distance 
of a good many feet This description of view was closed by 
therfirst country seat I had seen since passing the frontiers. 
The ground story of the building was white, and the upper 
red, but notwithstanding, the effect was far from being disa- 
greeable. Beyond this, the scene changed into a most deso- 
fiite heath, interspersed with small pools, with woods and hills 
in 'the distance. 

At the inn where we dined this day the room was hung 
with living ivy, festooned with great regularity. It grew in 
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little pots placed on the sills of the numerous windows. 
Having desired to taste at dinner some London porter of 
which the hostess boasted, it was set before me with sugar 
and a spoon ; and, seeing me reject these appendages, the 
good woman lingered in the room with evident curiosity to 
watch how the nasty foreigner could otherwise swallow such 
a potion. This mode of serving English porter I afterwards 
found to be customary even in the larger towns. 

The scenery now improved every step we advanced till it 
became absolutely picturesque, exhibiting all the varieties of 
hill and valley, wood and lake, with here and there patches of 
cultivated ground. At eveiy house we passed there was one 
unfiling appendage — a swing; and the peasantry might be 
correctly described as being divided into two classes, those 
who were swinging, and those who were waiting for a swing. 
I observed a mother passing by with her child at her breast 
eye longingly the tempting apparatus. At that moment the 
seat became vacant, and, giving the baby to another to hold, 
she ran to indulge herself in a swing. The girl who waited 
at dinner, when standing by the window, saw the swing un- 
occupied ; and, pretending to be called, immediately left the 
room. I saw her dart across the road, and into thle swing ; 
and, when she had made three or four aerial courses, she came 
back satisfied. The men swing standing upon the seat, some-» 
times several at a time ; the women in a sitting posture. 

This machine is occasionally made of hewn w^, in Uie form 
of a gallows ; but, in general, it consists of a branch of a tree 
festened transuersely between to pines near the top, with two 
slender trees hanging down from it instead of ropes, connected 
at the bottom by what serves for the seat Neither hemp nor 
iron enters into the construction, the fastenings being all of 
tough roots and lichens. 

The next day the scenery, was strangely diversified, now 
exhibiting a desert of sand, and now a rich and picturesque 
country. We passed another rapid stream, by a flying 
bridge, leaving behind a village and chateau near the bank. 
As yet the Russian villag[es consisted merely of isolated dwell- 
in^, widely scattered, without any attempt at a general plan; 
arising, as it would seem, partly from the cheapness of land, 
and partly from the difficulty of finding an ai*ea of productive 
ground sufficiently large for the whole community. In a pic- 
turesque spot like this they are always a deformity. Their 
white walls and fiery red roofs give them the appearance of 
the houses we see in a child's picture-book. NeiUier are the 
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raral churches in this part of the country very poetical objects. 
They are surmounted by a short, sturdy, peremptory-looking 
cone, sheathed with tin or copper ; and are usually seen in 
isolated situations, where they serve as a common rendezvous 
for several villages. Glens, and woods, and vales, now opened 
and shut around us as we rolled past, with swelling hills in 
the distance, or dark forests bounding the horizon. 

The peasants as yet were Btill in European costume. They 
wore a kind of tunic, chiefly of blue or gray cloth, and not 
unlike an English frock coat. Sometimes this was lined with 
sheep fur. The women exhibited little peculiarity in dress, 
and were inferior to the men in personal appearance. The 
men appear fond of the inn kitchen, answering to the tap- 
room of London ; but I did not observe a single instance of 
intoxication. , At the bar, which is generally a little room 
adjoining the kitchen, while waiting to be served, they stood 
round the landlord, hat in hand, exchanging their remarks 
only in a whisper. The publicans here appear to be person- 
ages of great importance, or else the peasants are very fiir 
down indeed in the scale of beino'. When making my way 
the next evening through the kitchen, ushered by a pretty 
young creature, the daughter of the landlord, she pushed 
through the crowd as if it consisted of cattle, thrusting her 
customers aside with a gesture of angry contempt I have 
repeatedly observed the same thing, however, in Ireland. I 
have repeatedly seen a merchant's clerk, when tormented by 
the voices of the peasants who had come to be settled with 
for the butter Ihey had sold him in the market, snatch up a 
stick, leap across the counter, and drive them out with blows, 
like a herd of oxen. 

In the inn I allude to, I met, for the first time in this coun- 
try, with a stray Englishman. I could not tell what he was, 
nor whither he was going, nor do I think he knew himself. 
He was a citizen of the world, but unacquainted with the in- 
dividual countries which compose it He spoke all languages 
with equal fluency, and all equally badly; now snuffling 
French, now expectorating German, and now lubricating his 
mouth with Italian as one greases a coach-wheel. If this is 
what we English gain by travelling, we liad better stay at 
home. The next morning the scenery was still picturesque, 
with spaces of waste land between. We passed a ruined 
castle to the right, apparently of no great antiquity, about 
which I could learn nothing ; and soon after arrived at Mitp- 
tau, the capital of Courland. 

2 
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As it was my intention to remain only a few hours in thfe 
little city, I len; the carriage at the inn, and went to the po- 
lice to get my passport vised. Some detention occarred 
owing to the prmcipal functionary being asleep; but, at 
lengSi, he condescended to awake, and I learnt that I must 
here give up my old passport, and obtain a new one. This 
did not surprise me, being accustomed to see the same kind 
of foolish and clumsy machinery in operation at Calais, for 
the purpose of putting a couple of francs into the pockets of 
the King of the French ; and in due time all was arranged, 
and I was sent with a messenger to the Chancellerie of the 
Governor. At the chancellerie I was desired to call the next 
day. 

This was '<too bad." I travelled with a passport from 
the English government, signed by all the ambassadors and 
other competent functionaries of Russia I had met on my way ; 
and in this dirty little town I was now to be laid hold of like 
a malefactor, and imprisoned in it for a day and a night! I 
immediately waited upon the Governor to represent my case. 
He at first appeared unwilling to listen ; but I insisted dog- 
gedly that my horses were waiting, and that I had at least a 
right to know of what crime I was suspected, in order to jus- 
tify my detention. The governor appeared embarrassed, but 
at length vented his displeasure in some an^y exclamations 
against his clerks, to whom he sent to know uie cause of their 
conduct, retiring in the mean time himself into the next room. 
In a few minutes he re-entered, and with many polite apolo- 
gies informed me, that to-day was a holiday in his chancelle- 
rie, and that, therefore, I must absolutely remain in the town 
till next morning. This holiday, I afterwards learnt, takes 
place invariably on the arrival of a stranger at Mittau, even 
when he presents himself at the chateau early in the morn- 
ing: but it is only justice to the present governor to say that 
he has made himself obnoxious to the townspeople by the re- 
formation of various other abuses, introduced, or protected, by 
his predecessor. 

Disorders, as annoying as the above, are observable in all 
the great continental governments, with one exception. In 
Prussia they are fully sensible of the inestimable value of 
Public Opinion; and, perhaps, to this cause alone may be 
attributed the enduring tranquillity of a country where the 
citizen-soldiers are superior, hoih in numbers and military ex* 
perience, to the standing army. 

Mittau is built of wood, with the exception of the gover- 
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nor*s chateau, which is a large square building, with a good 
deal of the air of a royal palace. This, it will be recollected, 
was for some time the asylum of Louis XVIIL Some of the 
other houses are sufficiently handsome, and several of the 
streets clean and ffenteeUooking. The shop doors are usu- 
ally decorated wim representations of the articles sold, even 
the minutest, — such as pins and needles,— and all very accu- 
rately executed. I was in particular amused by the painting 
on a barber's shop which exhibited the operation performed 
within, in figures nearly as large as life. The zeal of the 
operator, and the heroic resignation of the unhappy shavee, 
are depicted with a spirit that is truly edifying. These pic- 
tures are on the outer doors, which fold back against the walL 
The inner, which are partly glazed, open into the shop. 

The principal inhabitants of Mittau are noble &milies of 
small incomes, whose numerous equipages give an aristocra- 
tic air to the place. These are attracted hither, I presume, 
by the extreme cheapness of the necessaries, and some of the 
luxuries, of life. Meat is only twopence an English pound ; 
a pair «f chickens may be bought for eightpence ; a turkey, 
in high condition, for sixteenpence ; and a large brown loaf, 
weighing between three and four pounds, costs only a penny. 
Their servants, therefore, can be cheaply supported ; and, as 
the wages of a man are seldom higher than six pounds a year, 
they may easily gratify the national propensity for the display 
of a numerous retinue. As for articles of foreign produce, 
they are supplied at comparatively little cost, by Jew-smug- 
glers. The town absolutely swarms with these desperadoes ; 
and, even in the courts of gentlemen's houses, if there is a 
nook at all capable of affording shelter, you see a Hebrew 
family nestling like a colony of mice. They are, of course, 
tolerated by the nobles, who bv their means are able to enjoy 
various little luxuries, which their pride would otherwise de- 
mand in vain of their poverty : but the government, whose 
interest is quite on the other side, has sometimes the cruelty 
to send them in whole gangs to Siberia. Money, however, 
like Pierre's mistress, is a Jew's religion ; and the instances 
of martyrdom they witness around them only serve to animate 
their zeal. • 

Almost all the lower classes wear their beards uncut, and 
often untrimmed. These appendages, however, must not be 
judged of by the Jewish beards we see in London ; for a Lon- 
don Jew so adorned always looks filthy and unapproachable. 
In Russia they are absolutely ornamental ; and the peasants 



16 RUSSIA AND THE RVS8IAMS. 

more especially derive from them a certain manliness of air, 
which is highly interesting. I saw at Mittau some truly 
noble-looking figures, tali and athletic, with uncovered heads, 
and their magn&cent beards appearing in well-defined relief 
against their bare necks. The men were usually clothed in 
a sheepskin tunic, with the wool inside, and boots reaching to 
the knees. The women are good-looking, not to say hand- 
some; and the Jewesses, with a shawl-turban round their 
head, look picturesque and oriental. 

The next day I was detained two hours at the governor's 
chancellerie ; but, at length, being permitted to depart, we 
set out for Riga, where my engagement with the coachman 
and his horses was to termmate; and where we arrived after 
a few hours* ride through a flat, uninteresting country. This 
is, upon the whole, the worst avenue into Russia that could 
be chosen, for there is reallv little to be seen. I would ad- 
vise travellers, even from France, to proceed to Lubeck, and 
take a passage in the steam vessel to Riga. 
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RIGA. 



Arrival at Riga — idea of a Rosso-Greek charch^escription of 
the town — Saint Hercules — market scene— floating houses on 
the Dwina — ^Hotels of Riga — ^tyranny of the castom-house. 

When we arrived at the banks of the Dwina, we found that 
the bridge, taken to pieces, as is customaiy in autumn, was 
not yet replaced, and we prepared to cross the river in a ferry 
boat. The scene was filled with animation. Numerous 
barges were about to sail at the same instant, and many more 
were crossing and re-crossing in all directions. On the other 
side a double or treble row of ships lined the water^s edge for 
a considerable distance; and beyond these, the fortified 
mounds, the dark. roofs, and spires, and domes of the capital of 
Livonia, gave an imposing finish to the picture. 

Ri^ is so closely compressed within its earthen walls that 
the business transacted within the narrow and confined 
streets appears to be still greater than it really is. The 
houses of these streets, however, are in general well built, and 
some of them even handsome. The town appears in its best 
aspect when entered through the citadel ; its tapering spires 
and small domes being then seen richly grouped together. In 
the citadel itself the church is a very elegant little building, 
with a spire of the most beautifiil proportions ; and although a 
part of this, as well as the roof, is painted green, the eflTect is 
by np means unpleasing. In the interior, however, the space 
is so small, that the profiision of gold, silver, and paintings, 
thickly interspersed with lighted candles, gives it the appear- 
ance of a show-box. 

It was here I saw for the first time, the rites of the Russo- 
Greek worship; and in this little temple the traveller will 
find an epitome of everything remarKable in the national 
church. I do not mean to encroach upon my small space 
with descriptions of ceremonies so often described already ; 
but I may take this opportunity, in order to avoid the neces- 
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sity of explanation afterwards, of giving a general idea of the 
place. 

The only seats in a Russian church are a line of benches 
which runs along the walls of the nave ; and sometimes, in 
the middle, an article resembling one of those huge, square 
stools that are occasionally plac^ in our drawing rooms, like 
a bale of dry-goods in a warehouse. The stage, ac it may be 
termed, is ascended by two or three steps ; and the drop-scene 
behind called the Ikonastas, representing the curtain of the 
temple of Solomon, is a partition, sometimes ascending to the 
vault, with folding doors in the middle ; and the form of this 
species of screen is different in almost every church. Some- 
times it is altogether impervious to the eye ; sometimes it is 
made of richly ornamented rail-work, through which a glimpse 
of the interior may bo caught; and sometimes (as in the pre- 
sent case) there is a window at either side, through which 
you see the Holy Table covered with va^es, candlesticks, and 
reliquaries, like the counter of an or-moulu shop. The screen 
is thickly studded with portraits of the saints richly framed, 
and in general the drapery of these figures is formed of gilded 
metal, so that only the faces and hands are seen. 

A great part of the service is performed before the Holy 
Doors are opened, but, at a signal, these fly open, and the 
worshipper beholds the sanctuary, which the foot of tooman 
must not profane (as if heaven could be desecrated by the 
presence of angels !) with the Holy Table surmounted by a 
canopy, from which a peristeriwnj or dove, is suspended, the 
symbol of the' Holy Ghost Through clouds of incense, the 
ministering priests are seen flitting slowly a'bout, or preparing 
the mystic elements speedily to be enclianted into the true 
body and blood of Christ ]Behind the altar is the High Place, 
the seat of the bishop, and where none but he may presume 
to sit On the left hand is the protkesisy or table on which 
the bread and wine are made ready for the sacrifice ; and at 
the right hand a pla6e which serves for the vestry. The 
service is performed in a kind of recitative, and in the ancient 
Slavonian language, which the modem Russians only imper- 
fectly understand ; and this is interspersed with ^singing, the 
only music permitted. The people in the mean time perform 
their parts in the ceremony by bowing the head and body, 
prostrating themselves upon the ground, and touching the 
pavement with their foreheads. This is usually executed in 
a very graceful manner, especially by the women ; who study 
the attitude as zealously as their fair devotees of the Ahglican 
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eharch do theirs in fulfilling literally the fignrative prophecy 
of Scripture, " At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow." 

On crossing the drawbridge of the citadel, in order to enter 
the town, you pass a small Catholic church to the right, and 
on the left two German churches ; in one of which the organ 
is amongst the most beautiful I have ever seen. The beadle 
told me, with great wide, that it was considered to be the 
handsomest in all the Kussias. The streets in the neighbour- 
hood are, as elsewhere, narrow, but many of the houses are 
handsome, and built of stone. The other auarters of the town 
are &r inferior; but what renders Ri^ lumost insupportable 
is the state of the pavement There is, indeed, a^rt of trot- 
t(Hr paved with bncks, but this is so narrow, and so much in-. 
terrupted by the steps of the houses, as to be nearly useless. 
As for the carriage way, I cannot give a better account of it 
than in the words of a little Scottish boy whom I passed as he 
was limpmg along. ** Od !'' said he, soliloquizing between 
his set teeth, ** the folks here dinna ken how to causey ; they 
put the wrang end of th^ stanes uppermost !" 

The suburbs of Riga are much more extensive than the 
town ; ^and the streets there are almost invariably wide and 
good. They are besides more Russian than the space within 
the walls, where the principal inhabitants and shopkeepers 
are German. On going out of one of the gates into the suburb 
called by the English the Foretown, I saw a crowd of persons 
crossing and prostrating themselves before an immense wooden 
statue resembling a Hercules with an infant on his shoulder. 
This modern god, they told me, was one of the popular heroes 
of the place; who, when the town was in the hands of ene- 
mies, entered the gate in the disguise of a begsar, and held it 
open by main force till his companions foUowel* The coun- 
try people are perhaps little to blame in mistaking him for a 
saint; but it shows how little they understand the puerile 
quibble of .the Greek church, which compounds between ido- 
iatr^r and the second commandment by permitting the worship 
of pictures, and forbidding that of '' graven images.*' Even 
in the temples themselves, however, this law is sometimes 
broken. In the Convent of the Miracles at Moscow, there is 
a bass-relief representing the Crucifixion engraved in wood. 



* Since writing the above I have seen in the Cathedral of Lubeck 
a painting repreBenting this ** Hercules," who in there called Saint 
Christopher ! I forget the legend attached to iW 
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with a lamp burning before it, and in the Ivan-Velikoi in the 
same city tnere is a wooden etatue of Saint Nicolas. 

The daily market of Riga is held on the quay, and presents 
» very-aniHsing and animated scene. Vegetables seem to be 
abundant; and in particular the asparagus is the finest I ever 
tasted. Live fish are brought in large tubs, as at Leipsi^, 
and some other places in Germany. S>ur cream, however, is 
the staple commodity, being an article used in almost every 
culinary preparation without exception. Soups, sauces, 
gravies, all derive a new richness from this auxiliary ; and in 
^ particular the small peas, of which the Russians are so fond, 
\ could not be dressed without it Among the fi*uit8 there were 
\ great quantities of cranberries, preserved fresh throughout 
; 9ie year, and used for juice, as well as for a summer drink 
:} that is said to be very agreeable. Blaeberries also are here 
in the proper season, and afibrd materials for jelly. They are 
larger than ours on the Scottish hills, and of a superior flavour. 
Bread and meat are about half the London price ; but othei* 
articles, at least at this time of the year, present no remark- 
able difference. One part of the quay is occupied by a large 
open shed which serves for a cafi§ for the market |>eople ; 
who resort thither to drink quass, and eat great quantities of 
a very small kind of fish. 

While ascending the river by the quay, I saw, beyond the 
termination of the line of ships, a number of smooth oblong 
eminences, resemblii^ the sand hills near the entrance of the 
harbour at MemeL These, on nearer approach, proved to be 
the barges which descend the Dwina every year from the in- 
terior of the country. Their burthen is usually about three 
hundred tons, and their construction as rude as po^ible. An 
immense oblong mound rises from the vessel, tilling nearly 
her whole area, with the exception of a gangway running 
round, and a space at the bow and stem for working the ship. 
This mound is a vast warehouse, containing also the dwelling- 
house of the mariners, provided with a door and glazed win- 
dows; and being covered with Russian matting (made of the 
bark of the Li^en tree) it looks at a little distance exactly 
like a sand hill. The small boats are real canoes, being made 
of nothing more than a hoUow tree, with a broad pme plank 
at each side for the gronwale. 

The men were picturesque figures, in their sheep-skin 
frocks, and gaily coloured shirte, worn over their small 
clothes. Instead of the long boots which are common among 
the Rusnans residing in towns, theur legs were covered wi£ 
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pieces of linen cloth bandaged round with twine, or anything 
else that came to hand. Their sho6s were made of matting, 
like the coverings of their wooden houses, and their hats of 
white coarse felt of all possible shapes. These persons work 
for some time at the roads or in the harbour, like the Irish in 
their incursions into £ngland ; and they may afterwards be 
seen in gangs trudging it back to their villages, with their 
staves thrust through a large black loaf hanging over their 
shoulder, and an earthen pot dangling at their waist 

As for the vessels and the wooden houses, they return no 
more. When the cargo is sold they are broken up for fire- 
wood, or to assist in the construction of cottages. Sometimes, 
in fact, these simple edifices are transported bodily into the 
neighbouring country ; and the Livonian peasant inhabits a 
dwelling buHt in the interior of Poland. 

There are two large hotels at Riga, the St. Petersburg and 
the London, but they axe both abominably filthy. A lodging- 
house, however, has been lately establi^ed by a little Scot- 
tish widow — a kind of modem Meg Dods — where travellers 
will find themselves very comfortably situated. The houbw, 
which is called the King's Arms, is in a narrow street behind 
the quay ; but in the interior it is one of the handsomest in 
the town. As yet it is chiefly firequented by ship masters, 
and the English merchants of the place hold there one of their 
clubs; but, for the benefit of my brother travellers, I advised 
the kind-hearted and attentive landlady to convert it into a 
general hoteL 

Having given due honour to the frontier douane, at which I 
was myself examined, I have now the less reluctance in re- 
presenting the hardships and indignities to which British sub- 
jects are exposed^ on their arrival by sea at Riga. This sort 
of discrepancy will be frequently observed throughout the 
volume. I have no system to uphold, and no design but to 
relate faithfully what I know. I honestly believe that the 
progress alreadjr made, and now making, by the Russians in 
civilization is without a parallel in the history of nations; but 
at the same time that progress has by no means been equal 
throughout their institutions. 

The examination of vessels on their arrival at a foreign 
port must necessarily be strict; but here it seems to be a part 
of the officers* duty to insult as well as search. After rum- 
maging a flour sack, for instance, these fellows will thrust 
their hands, without even shaking them, into the captain's 
wardrobe. His person is scrupulously examined, and even 
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after leaving the ship, he is liable to be stopped in the street 
by any vagabond in the service. The shame and' indignation 
which many of these pensons expressed in conversation with 
me on the subject, contrasts finely with the tranquil servility 
of our government One man never goes on shore without 
having a ship boy walking behind him to take off his master's 
hat in the streets when the custom-house myrmidons com- 
mand it Another refused to perform this operation, and de- 
sired the officer to do it himself. He was taken to the douane, 
and detained there three hours before the affiiir could be ac- 
commodated. They are firequently stopped, while making 
purchases in the market, and their pockets publicly searched. 
The same stupidity of vigilance continues after the cargo has 
been discharged, <md a new one is taking in ; and even then 
the captain is prohibited from receiving visitors on board his 
own ship. All Uiis, it seems, must be passed over, because it 
is ** the custom of the country"-— and yet, in our embassies to 
leally barbarous nations, we are nothing loath to sacrifice life 
tjjjxi 'treasure on a point of etiquette. Does the difference 
arise from the nations alluded to being mere barbarians, with- 
out weight in the scale of nations,—- or from the circumstance 
of the envoy representing the Sovereign, while the traders 
. represent merely the People of England 1 

If, after all, our government is really ignorant of the pitiful 
position in which the nation stands in Russia, I hope some 
public-spirited member of parliament will take occasion to 
move for a list of the salaijes and duties of the British consuls 
in that country.* 
»'■' ■' .ifii.i III ■ ■ ■ 

* Some shipmasters, it seems, were detected in smuggUnef in 
their hats. The opportunity for this could only have arisen f^m 
the want of vigilance of the officers on board. When such a thing 
takes place, flog both parties and welcome, but do not insult a whole 
nation. 
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CHAPTBR in. 

LIVONIA— PEASANTRT AND VILLAGES. 

Beparlare for Petenburgr — ^fellow-travellers — night adventares— » 
Livonian peasants — their mode of living — ^loves — marriages- 
houses — ^the girl and the wife— political condition — progress to- 
wards liberty — mode of letting the lands — ^nobles — arrival at 
Dorpat — ^Esthonian women — miserable village — ^lake Peipos-* 
Rossian colony — ^Narva, and the fall of the Narova — night-scene 
on the river Laga — system of territorial banks — arrival at St. 
Petersburg. 

NoTwiTH8TAifDiNo the constant intercourse between Riffa 
and St Petersburg, the diligence goes only once a week. It 
is, therefore, always full ; and as, at this season more espe* 
cially, owing to the bad state of the roads, it is a mode of con- 
veyance chosen even by those who usually travel in their own 
carriages, the stranger should not lose a moment in securing 
his seat. 

I was fortunate in my fellow-travellers. Among the rest, 
we had the pastor Sarae, a Lutheran priest of Moldavia, so 
fiir on his wa^ to solicit the protection of the emperor for his 
church. This he would, no doubt, readily obtain; for the 
Russians, like the ancient Romans, unite in a remarkable de- 
gree, the extremes of tolerance and superstition. There was, 
also, M. Hartung, a German, whose business in the metro- 
polis was to teach the Guards to shoot. He had invented a 
very simple machine, by means of which an officer, standing 
behind a soldier about to fire, can direct his aim with unfail- 
ing accuracy. M. Hartung considered that a few lessons 
^ven in this manner would be worth half alifetime of prac- 
tice in the ordinary way ; and the emperor seems also to nave 
judged fiivourably of the plan, having bestowed a pension and 
an order upon the inventor. Hartung was a gunsmith, and 
is a simple, peaceable man, with no more thou^t of blood in 
his mind than an angler or a fowler ! 

We had, also, Ck>unt Lambsdorff, a son of the late amiable 
and excellent man, who was tutor to Nicolas, when grand 
duke ; and last, not least, a Russian merchant, with a most 
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patriarchal beard, and a countenance Birongly expressive of 
the mixture of acuteness and good-nature wluch distinguishes 
bis countrymen. With such variety in my companions, it may 
be supposed that the journey must have been a pleasant one ; 
and so it was, notwithstanding that we foundered several 
times in the unfathomable ruts of the road. 

On the second night, no efforts of the horses could set the 
vehicle out of one of those abysses into which it haa sunk, 
and we were obliged to call in the assistance of the neigh- 
bouring peasants. The next night, we were all of us in like 
manner working hard for five hours in the middle of the high- 
way ; till, at length, a temporaiy road was constructed at the 
place of branches of trees, and the unwieldy carriage raised 
upon the new sur&ce by main force. On the fourth night, a 
smiilar accident occurred, but of much shorter duration. The 
patience of the conducteur was by this time wholly exhausted. 
Snatching up a stick, he belaboured unmercifully the nearest 
postilion ; he, in turn, horsewhipped with his whole strength 
and his whole mind the further one ; and the latter laid it into 
his cattle with whip and spur, as if desirous of transferring the 
benefit of the whode flagellation to them. All this was ac- 
companied by the most frightful cries, yells, and bowlings ; 
and, at length, by a mighty efibrt, the huge machine was torn 
out of its l^d of mud, and rolled upon terra firma. 

The scenery of Livonia does not differ in any remarkable 
degree fix)m that of Courland ; and the manners of the people, 
though these were originally distinct races, are pretty nearly 
the same. The Livonian peasants, however, are still more 
solitary than the Courlanders. Thev rarely live in villages, 
but continue to inhabit the rude and lonely huts of their an- 
cestors. The diet of both is black bread and barley gruel ; the 
former made of rye, ground without any preparation, and the 
latter occasionally enriched with vegetables, or, in autumn, 
even with pork. It is then they are rich ; it is then they kill 
their pigs (of which each farmer has in general two) for the 
winter ; and it is then there is marrying, and giving in mar- 
ria^ge, in Courland and Livonia. 

But the honey-moon does not last long. Their pigs, their 
grain, their vegetables, all are devoured in the dreary winter 
which succeeds ; and spring, the season of gladness to others, 
to them comes chilly and sternly on. The ground is yet co- 
vered with snow ; the sod is a frozen mass ; the womb of the 
earth is shut. 

Scarcely able to live themselves, what becomes of their 
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cattle 1 When |,he stock of hay is drawing to a close, the re- 
mainder is sparingly mixed with straw for the cows, while the 
horses subsist upon straw alone. The latter animals are small, 
but surprisingly hardy. After such lean diet, they are set to 
work the moment the ground thaws. It is true, tliejr often 
fall down from exhaustion after ah hour's labour ; but, in this 
case, they are only turned into a neighbouring morass, where 
they contrive to pick up as many of the scarcely visible blades 
of vegetation, as suffice to set them on their legs again for an 
hour more. 

Spring, however, has its compensations. At this season 
the heart softens like the bosom of the earth, and the blood 
runs free, like a stream disenchanted from the spells of winter. 
Love is the earliest flower of the spring, and it raises its head 
amidst cold, and poverty, and hunger : it is in autumn, when 
the pigs and peasants are fat, that Hymen lights his prosaic 
torch. But there is not much of poetry, it must be owned, at 
least in the locality chosen by the Livonian Cupid, which is 
the stable and cow-house of the lord of the land. It is the 
duty of the peasants at this epoch, in addition to their other 
allotted tasks, to clean these Augean depots ; and they await 
impatiently a call which promises both warmth and good 
cheer. When the day arrives, they hasten, in joyous proces- 
sions, to the scene, singing and dancing as they go ; and, in 
the steaming warmth of the cow-house, the luxury of an un- 
stinted meal, and the exhiliration of the national votki, the 
whiskey of Russia, they forget the cold and hunger of winter, 
and give themselves up to merriment and flirtation. 

As the season advances, the love which was thus planted in 
a hot-house, ripens in the open air ; and by the autumn follow- 
ing, the harvest is ready. The flowers of passion are then 
gathered in for household use. It is true, they thus lose their 
beauty and their flavour; but the epoch is, for all that, a 
season of rejoicing; and here, as well as everywhere else, 
men celebrate with shouts of mirth, the moment when the 

flory of their fields and hearts is laid low. The house of the 
ride is surmounted by a huge plume of feathers, ribbons, and 
rags, of every form and hue, and her door is arched round 
with branches and flowers. At two o'clock on Sunday morn- 
ing, she hears a knock at that door, and feels as if it had been 
struck upon her heart. She does not answer— transmitted 
custom forbids ! — and the comers are obliged to bribe the &- 
mily to disclose her retreat. These are the friends selected 
3 



26 RtTSSIA AND THE RUSSIANS. 

to conduct the ceremony, and who are under the obligation 
to defray every expense preliminary to the moment of union. 

The hours are spent in drinking till it is time to go to 
church ; when a relation of the bride gives the signal for start- 
ing b^ taking down the plume from the roof, and mounting 
with it on horseback. In this state he leads the procession, 
and the destined feii one follows, with her female friends, in 
a carriage borrowed for the occasion. The bride id usually 
dressed like a French lady ; for her mistress would be very 
austere indeed, if, on so interesting an occasion, she refused 
the loan of almost any part of her wardrobe. The cavalcade 
visits the lord of the land and other rich neighbours, to all of 
whom the virgin offers a pair of gloves, stockings, or garters, 
receiving in return a present of money. When passing the 
bridge of the town or village in which the church is situated, 
she throws a pair of garters amcmg the crowd ; and lucky is 
that individual who, in the general scramble which ensues, 
obtains possession of the prize. After the marriage ceremony 
is performed in the usual way, the procession returns in the 
same order, celebrating the event by shouting and firing pis- 
tols. The whole party then repair to the bridegro(Mn's house ; 
and both sexes sit down to a feast, from which they rarely 
think of rising till mid-^ay on Monday, 

The new home of the bride, like her old one, consists in 
^neral of two apartments. One of them is the place for dry- 
mg the grain, which is spread upon the stove, and on shelves • 
near the roof, where the air is hottest ; an operation which 
enables them to keep the article, if necessaiy, for years. In 
this apartment they sleep in the winter months ; the married 
couple on mattresses upon the floor, and the others on benches 
that are ranged along the walls. Sometimes, in the more 
substantial houses, the comer occupied by the master and 
mistress of the family is se|>arated from the rest of the room by 
curtains ; but in general this distinction is dispensed with. 

In the second apartment the ^in is thrashed, and this is 
the summer dormitorv. Night is the time chosen for thrash- 
ing the grain, and after the exercise all stretch themselves 
without ceremony upon the floor, or on the benches. This 
strange custom is not productive of immorality. The peasant 
girls of Courland and Livonia are like those of other countries ; 
and their popular ballads turn still more than usual upon the 
beauty and value of female honour. Some of their rude poems 
describe the solicitations to which the heroine was subjected 



LIVONXiL — PBA8AMTRT AMD VILLAOES. 27 

lh>m her lord, and the successful stratagems by means of 
which she escaped. 

Our young bride, up to the moment in which we saw her 
fairly lodged in her conjugal home, had always been reckoned, 
like many of her companions, a pretty ffirl ; but a shade of 
care and anxiety now aescends upon her brow, and her beauty 
vanishes trace by trace. The object of her existence appears 
to be attained ; the dreams that Jightened her labours have 
vanished ; her work, augments, while its compensations dimi- 
nish ; her mirror is forsaken as a useless toy ; her dress is ne- 
flected ; and, already old in heart, a few years suffice to make 
er old in aspect. 

The peasants of Courland, Livonia, and Esthonia, are com- 
monly said to be free, since they no longer belong to the land 
or to the nobles ; but, in reality, they are only progressing 
towards a state of freedom, for as yet mey cannot choose their 
own professions, but must remain cultivators till the popula- 
tion of the provinces reaches a certain amount 

A very great mistake has been committed by most writers 
•on this subject, and one which precludes the possibility of any 
accurate idea being formed, of the nature and value of the 
experiment instituted by Alexander, and now in progress. 
The peasants have been confounded by these inquirers with 
the nobles r and, it being assumed that the ** inhabitants" 
already possessed a greater degree of liberty than the other 
Russians, the step, it has been taken for panted, towards a 
still fiirther extension of this inestimable blessing, was easy 
and natural. Now the fact is completely otherwise. During 
the short period of the Swedish dominion in these countries, 
the nobles became civilized ; and, as a natural consequence, 
endeavoured to spread the advantages of civilization among 
their barbarous vassals. Their pride was interested, as well 
as their better feelings, in the well-doing of their dependants ; 
and the comparative emancipation of the latter, by destroying 
the mutual bonds between lord and serf, has been as yet pro- 
ductive of any thing but good to either party. That the good 
will come, and the nteasure ultimately prove to have been a 
wise one, cannot be doubted ; but, in the meantime, the advo- 
cates of freedom should not elude the question, or endeavour 
to disguise the evils to which even a necessary reform has 
given birth. 

The present system is simply this. The estates are par- 
celled out by their owners in small farms, and valued, not by 
themselves, but by a commission, in rubles and kopeks. The 
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tenants take their farms at the valae estahlished hy the com- 
mission, which they agree to pay, not in money, hut in labour. 
At stated times, a man on foot, or on horsehack, as may be 
arranged, is put at the disposal of the landlord ; and the ser- 
vice, extending to a certain number of days in the year, is 
calculated at a fixed rate. A field is also cultivated for his 
behoof; and the ^ole amount of such services forms the rent 
of the iarm. Each farmer has in general three or four male 
assistants residing on the spot, and about as many females. 
The former, if married, are assi^ed a field, which they culti- 
vate for themselves ; if unmarried, the field is cultivated by 
the master farmer. In the case of any misunderstanding, the 
farmer may complain at once to the governor of the province, 
and his complaint is readily listened to. He may also remove, 
on going through certain legal formalities, firom one farm to 
another. 

This, so far as it goes, is liberty ; but the people do not, as 
yet, comprehend the word. They seek to change their mas- 
ter, thinking that change is liberty. They neglect the fields 
which they do not now look upon as their own ; and their land- 
lord neglects the servants who in a few months may be his no 
longer. Too ignorant to become really independent, their 
existence is a continued series of famine and repletion. 
When the year is good, the fiirmer, instead of preserving his 
money for mture exigencies, lays it out in horses and cows, 
which he is speedily obliged to selL All these, however, are 
merely the evils of ignorance. Slavery, the OTeat barrier 
against civilization has been overthrown ; and I venture to 
predict, that, fifty years hence, the traveller in the Baltic pro- 
vinces of Russia will find a free and flourishiiig peasantry. 

The nobles of these provinces are almost all of German 
descent, and their lands are the ancient fiefs of the Brothers 
of the Sword. This confraternity, although often confounded 
with that of the Teutonic Knights, was, in reality, completely 
distinct, and was formed at the commencement of the thir- 
teenth century, for the express purpose of conquering Livonia 
to Christianity. In 1238, they adopted the rules of the Teu- 
tonic order, and united themselves to that body, but without 
giving up their own identity. Their grand master became 
sovereign, while the Teutonic grand master reigned in Prus- 
sia. It was in 1550 that an invasion of the Russians over- 
threw this military empire ; when the grand master sunk into 
Duke of Courland, and the rest of his dominions became the 
property of Sweden and Poland. 
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At the present daj, Livonia is peopled half by Letts and 
half by Esthonians, and the latter are said to retain much of 
their hostility to their German lords. The Cours are more 
reconciled ; while the Letts are as yet hardly emerged from 
the indifference of apathy. 

It was at Dorpat that we found tlie Esthonian population of 
Livonia commence. This town is said to have been founded 
by laroslaf I., at the beginning of the eleventh century, the 
province having then nuule part of the Russian dominions. 
P^o trace, however, of such respectable antiquity is now visible. 
The place has been so often burnt down that at this moment 
it is quite new, and is indeed a very handsome little town. 
Its university was founded in 1632 by Gustavus Adolphus ; 
but, in the time of Olearius was so little' known as to boast 
only about a score of students, half Swedes and half Fins. It 
was re-established by the Emperor Paul, and is at present a 
school of great respectability. 

On leaving Dorpat, I saw a very unfavourable specimen of 
the Esthonian peasantry. The sample consisted of about a 
dozen young women, so like each other that, in a smaller 
■ number, they must have been taken for sisters. All had the 
same lank, uncombed yellow hair hanging over their shoul> 
ders, the same light, meaningless eyes, and the same fishy 
complexion ; and all were arrayed m a garb so ingeniously 
contrived to conceal the shape, that I was for some time in 
doubt as to their sex. 

A village next attracted my attention, on the right-hand 
side of the road— if it be lawful to call such a thing a village. 
It consisted of thirty or forty of the most wretched huts that 
can be conceived, open, one would think, in all quarters, to 
wind and weather, and yet each possessing, no doubt, some 
central hole where the family might burrow in warmth and 
filth. These habitations were set down without the smallest 
regard to a general plan ; and not even the earliest rudiments 
of a street could be detected. It seemed as if the people, 
though compelled to live in society, had resolved to preserve 
each his own solitary and distinctive character inherited from 
his ancestors ; and thus the place gave one the idea, — if such 
a thing can be conceived,— of a viUage of hermits. 

This was, in some degree, the general character of the 
villages between Dorpat and Narva ; but with one very re- 
markable exception, occurring on the banks of the lake Peipus. 
This immense sheet of water, seventy-five miles long, and 
thirty-eight broad, lay in utter lifelessness between its level 
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banks, the further side lost in the hazy distance. Three or 
four small oar-boats specked its surface, manned, no doubt, 
though we could not see them, by some sleepy fishermen ; but 
no sails floated along its bosom, not a single symptom appeared 
of the activity either of business or pleasure. Built upon the 
brink of this tranquil sea, stood the village in question. The 
houses, like those of all the Russian villages which we were 
destined to see, were formed of the trunks of pines stripped of 
the bark, and their ends, at the comers of the building, locked 
into each other with the nicest precision. The gables were 
towards the road, connected together by large gates, or walls 
of the same material ; and the over-arching part of the roof 
was neatly ornamented with such plain sculpture ajs the axe 
can execute. All was uniform, aU clean^ and the general 
effect was not only pleasing but handsome. At this place we 
did not see a single human bein^, even at the vdndows. The 
answer my fellow-travellers made to my inquiries was unin- 
telligible at the time, and will perhaps surprise some of my 
readers: "It is, no doubt, a colony of Russians — a crown 
village." 

The environs of Narva are extremely picturesque; and, as 
we passed through the citadel, the majestic ruins of the old 
Imd new fortress touched the scene with an efiect not unallied 
to sublimity. I was desirous, however, of expending the 
little time I had in a visi^ to the celebrated falls of the Narova ; 
and we no sooner arrived at the station, than after negotia- 
ting with the conducteur of the diligence, I took post horses, 
and set off at full gallop for the spot, in the only vehicle that 
could be obtained at the moment — an open cart 

I remember having been disappointed by the great fiiU of 
Schaffhausen, and I was so in like manner by that of the 
Narova. It did not, in fact, correspond with my idea of a fidl 
at all. I saw only a mass of black and boiling waters, ex- 
tending a considerable distance up and down the river, here 
and there broken into white foam, and deserving the name of 
a torrent rather than that of a cataract But when I had 
placed myself upon the middle of a wooden bridge, which 
spans the flood in the most impossible situation imaginable, 
the spectacle presented itself in a new aspect, and I was able 
to account for the reputation enjoyed by the " Fall." 

Immediately opposite to the spectator, as he looks up the 
river, the torrent breaks upon a ledge of rocks, and performs 
a furious and headlong descent of a few feet This is not 
sufficient to constitute a great fall in itself; but it is the point 
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i^appvi of the whole scene. Here centre the rush and the 
roar of the &r-extendmg volume of water before you ; and the 
mind unconsciously invests with the attributes of power, mag- 
nitude, and passion, which in reality belong to the river, that 
single spot more immediately and prominently {presented to 
itsperceptions. 

Even making allowance, however, for such involuntary illu- 
sions, I cannot conceive how Mr. Rae Wilson could have sup- 
posed the fall to be a thousand feet broad, and four hundred 
and seventy-three feet high W At the spot I allude to, where 
alone there is any thing at all resembling a fall, the river is 
just a hundred paces broad, and the descent of the water over 
the rocks is certainly within the computation of Herbinius— 
twelve feet. The four hundred and seventy-three feet men- 
tioned by Mr. Wilson, if not a mistake altogether, must be 
the descent of the river in a course of at least half a mile. 
The account given by the old traveller Olearius, possesses a 
quality of imagination of quite a different kind, and its truth 
as well as beauty >^ill strike every one who visits the Narova. 

•* About half a league above this town," says he, ** there is 
a fall of water, which makes a dreadful noise, and is so violent, 
that breaking upon the rocks it is reduced, as it were, to pow- 
der, which fiUing^ the air, affords a strange sight, by. reason 
that the sun shinm^ upon it, makes a kind of rainbow no less 
pleasant than that framed in the clouds." 

After leaving Narva (once a Hanseatic town!) we crossed 
the river Laga on a flying bridge. It was now dark, and the 
embarkation took place by torch-light. The scene was worth 
the study either of a poet or pamter; and the tumbling, rush- 
ing, and roaring of the black waters of the river added enough 
of the idea of danger to keep our feelings on the stretch. The 
operation was superintended by soldiers in uniform, whose 
figures contrasted finely with those of the shaggy, sheep- 
skinned peasants who conducted the moving bridfi;e. When 
coach, horses, and passengers were at length fairfy on board, 
and we found ourselves gliding out into the torrent, whose 
mystic forms were distorted by £e lights that danced brokenly 
on the surges, I would not for a few minutes have exchanged 
feelings with any hero of romance who ever launched upon 
the sea of adventure, to tumble on for a time in danger, dark- 
ness, and mystery — and then land safe and sound upon terra 
firma! 

From this place to St. Petersburg, the scenery may be said 
to have been entirely without* relief^ As soon as there was 
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light enough, a dreary ^t presented itself, with here and 
there a jungle or morass, and a few huts on the hrink of the 
cheerless horizon. As we advanced, this expanse became al- 
most entirely covered with snow ; and groups of peasants, 
men and women, engaged in clearing it, amounting in all I 
should think to some thousands, lined the road. Occasionally 
the passengers were obliged to descend and wade through the 
snow themselves. Every thing gave us to understand that 
we had entered the government of St. Petersburg, where the 
climate is severer than in any gther civilized country in the 
world ; and where at this moment the highway, covered with 
the snows of winter, and broken up by the thaws of spring, 
enjoyed the advantages of neither season. 

It was not till after we had crossed the flying-bridge that 
we had fairly entered Russia. Till then we had traversed the 
govemor-jpfeneralships of Courland and Livonia, and a portion 
of that of Esthonia, of which the capitals are Mittau, Riga, 
and Revel. The inhabitants of those provinces in the middle 
ages were various struggling tribes, afterwards conquered 
successively by Russians, Poles, Danes, Swedes, and Ger- 
mans. Under so manv masters, the people of course sunk 
into the lowest state of servage ; and, indeed, it was not till 
the late reign that any general attempt was made to elevate 
them to their proper rank in the creation. 

While the peasants remain in a state of ignorance, the pro- 
prietors will, as a matter of course, remain poor. This is, in 
a great measure, the condition of both at present, but a rapid 
cluinge for the better is in progress. The system of territorial 
loan-banks, which prevails in all the three provinces, is one 
great means of keeping up the resources of the landholders. 
These banks lend to the proprietor upon mortgage, in such a 
manner, that if the interest is regularly paid the principal can 
never be demanded. If the interest is not paid, the bank 
takes the estate into its own hands, and continues to manage 
it till the deficiency is made up ; and the land then returns 
to its owner. In Courland there is this difference, that a 
small sinking fund upon the principal is required every year. 
In Courland, also, the interest is five per cent while in Livo- 
nia and Esthonia it has been reduced from that rate to four. 

On quitting Esthonia the change in the appearance of the 
population is very perceptible, and not very pleasing. Some 
of the women of that province, in spite of their lank yellow 
hair, are tolerably good looking ; while here, the fair sex as 
yet are clad wiih just as litUe regard to the picturesque; 
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and are besides—we speak it under correction-Hstumpj and 
ugly. 

It was the middle of the night before we reached St Pe- 
tersburg. The streets were deserted, except by the watch- 
men, y/^o stood here and there at regular distances, each 
armed with a pole-axe. Every thing was as silent as the 
grave ; and at an hour when London is traversed by hurrying 
crowds, and the houses shaken by the roll of carriages, I found 
the great northern metropolis buried in profound slumber. 
My Srst impression was amazement at the gigantic scale on 
which the city appeared to be laid out, and the stupendous 
forms of the objects around me ; but when we rolled past the 
magnificent bridge over the Fontanka, I could hardly contain 
my impatience tul the morning. 

We at length reached the Diligence Hotel, an advertise- 
ment of which, boasting, among other advantages, of its reap* 
Bonable terms, I had seen in every inn on the road, and here 
I took up my abode for the remainder of the night Here too 
I had reason to be surprised at the great scale on which 
things are conducted in St Petersburg: the price of a bed- 
room, destitute of almost every comfort and convenience, waa 
five rubles ! 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE ORIOIlf OF ST. PBTERSBURO. 



Origin of St. Petersburg — ^first appearance of Peter the Great on 
tne banks of the Neva — ^idea of the localities— K^nstruction of 
the fortress — ^manner of building — ^progress of the works — the 
log-hut palace— influx of population — mysterious marriage of the 
Tsar — ^marriage of the dwarfs — funeral of the dwarf-husband — 
first book printed at St. Petersburg — compulsory increase of the 
city— discontent of the people — ^triumph and death of the Tsar. 

The site of Petersburg may be said to have belono^ed from 
time immemorial to the Russians. The repubtic of Novgorod 
may be looked upon as a rebel power springing up in times of 
tumult and disaster ; and when Ivan III. in the fifteenth cen- 
tury, brought under his sway the whole of its dependencies, 
be only gathered together the divided provinces of Russia. 

The Neva was &en, as it had been for several centuries 
before, the grand highway of the external commerce of Nov- 
gorod ; and Ingria on the left bank, and Carelia on the right, 
had been more than once a debatable land of bloodshed be- 
tween the forces of the republic and those of the invading 
Swedes. The latter at length, after experiencing various 
fortunes, in the course of which they were sometimes masters 
of the province, and were sometimes expelled, taking advan- 
tage of the distracted state of the country in the beginning of 
the seventeenth * century, obtained firm possession of Ingria 
and Carelia, which eventually were surrendered to them in 
1617 by the treaty of Stolbo£ 

The Swedes made good use of their conquest They built 
a town called Nyen, at the confluence of the Okhta with the 
Neva (nearly opposite the Smolnoi monastery of to-day) which 
became, although only for a short, time, a fiimous mart of com- 
merce. Peter the Great, however, was not likely to allow 
the maritime frontiers of his kingdom to remain long in the 
hands of a foreign power. He directed his utmost resources 
to the reconquest of the Neva ; and in the month of April, 
1703, we find him, in the rank of a captain of grenadiers, 
marching under the orders of his own general, along those 
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wild and dreary banks where a stupendous city was one day 
to be called into being by the enchantments of his genius. 

The fi)rtres8 of Nyen soon fell, and a Swedish fleet which, 
unconscious of the circumstance, appeared at the mouth of the 
river, was destroyed by a party in boats headed by the Tsar in 
person. Peter was thus master of the Neva, the grand avenue 
of commerce to the centre of his dominions; and the question 
naturally became, how to secure the conquests he had gained. 

The whole country around was a forest or a marsh. The 
darkness of these primeval woods was only relieved here and 
there by a gleam of water, which showed that they were 
nearly impassable by the foot of man. A few huts on the edge 
of the river were tenanted by savage natives, who lived upon 
the fish of the Neva, and the rewards they sometimes received 
for piloting the Swedi^ barks up the stream. It was here 
the Tsar determined to found a mighty and magnificent city. 

Before the Neva fiiUs into the Gulf of Finland, it sends off 
two branches to the right, and the three streams form the 
grand outline of its delta. Exactly midway between these 
two branches, there was a very small island, separated firom 
the right bank only by a narrow channel. The main body of 
the river, therefore, was in its fixmt, the small channel behind, 
and behind that an immense morass ; while on either side an 
arm of the Neva embraced the morass, of which they formed 
an island. It was this spot which Peter chose for his citadel ; 
and here he set to work with an earnestness of enthusiasm, a 
** regia animositas," which has few parallels in history. 

It was necessary to elevate the sur&ce of the little island 
by means of earth transferred fi!om other places — to cut tim- 
ber — ^to tran^rt stones — even before the actual task of coi>- 
structing the fortress commenced ; and the number of labour- 
ers required was, therefore, immense. These consisted not 
only^f the troops— of the Swedish prisoners — of the neigii- 
bouring Ingrians and Carelians— even of the people of Olonetz 
and Novgorod ; but also of vast numbers of labourers firom the 
interior governments of the empire — of Cossacks, Tatars, 
Kalmuks, brought hither from their distant solitudes to build 
a city between the Baltic and the White Sea. Forty thou- 
sand men were thus employe<r at one time ; races, tongues, 
and creeds were intermixed ; and the young women of the 
Neva, the mothers of the future capital, received husbands 
from the banks of the Don and the Volga. 

To provide instruments of labour for such a multitude would 
have swallowed up a revenue much greater than Peter's. 
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Besides, that was their own affiiir. The Tsar merely coni- 
man4ed them to do such a thing — ^he did not interfere with 
the mode in which they were to set about it. They had 
neither pickaxes, nor hatchets, nor shovels, nor carts; but 
tiiey had their fingers to dig, their hands wherewith to carry, 
and, if more was necessary, they could turn their caftans into 
sacks. In this manner the work progressed with a rapidity 
which seems astonishing. In a few weeks the face of nature 
was changed, and instecd of two fishing-huts in ruins, the only 
original habitations on the island, there arose the walls of a 
fi)rmidable fortress. It is needless to say, that in the mean- 
time the workmen slept upon the damp ground, and in the 
open air ; and that it was very often a matter of impossibility 
in such a wilderness as this, to supply forty thousand Elijalis 
with their daily meal. The building of St Petersburg it is 
calculated, cost the lives of upwards of three hundred thou- 
sand men. 

In four months the fortress was completed, and named in 
honour of the apostle. It contained a wooden church dedi- 
cated to the apostles Peter and Paul, on the three spires of 
which a ship's flag was hoisted on Sundays and festivals. The 
roofs of the houses were covered, in the Finnish fashion, with 
turf or birch barL To tiie south of the church, where the 
commandant's house is now placed, there was a corps de 
garde, with two ornaments in front curiously characteristic of 
me time and the country. These were the wooden figure of 
a horse with its back forming an edge as sharp as could be 
produced, and a post surrounded by a narrow circle of stakes, 
the upper ends cut to a fine point On the horse convicted 
.culprits were seated astride ; on the post they were placed 
standing. 

The imperial palace was not in the fortress but close by. 
It was a common log-house, fifty-six feet long and twenty-one 
broad, and contained two apartments, one on each side of the 
door, and a little bed-room the breadth of the passage to fill up. 
This edifice was painted outside to resemble brick ; and the 
interior, mstead of tapestry, was hung with coarse canvass 
painted white. The ceiling, with its large rude joints, was 
covered in like manner ; and the ridge of the roof was adorned 
with a mortar in the centre, and at each end with a bomb in 
sculptured wood. M. Bachoutsky calls the bed-room a kit- 
chen ; but its only entrance is from one of the principal apart- 
ments, and besides it is covered, roof and walls, with white 
canvass like the others. The kitchen doubtless was alto- 
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gether apart from the cottage, according to a custona very 
general in the Russian houses. MenchikofF, the favourite, 
lived immediately opposite the Tsar, but in so spacious a house 
that his master was fain to borrow it sometimes on the occa- 
sion of grand audiences. These, with the tents and huts 
which the workmen now began to construct in preparation for 
the approaching winter, formed the city of St. Petersburg one 
hundred and thirty-two years ago. 

In the following two years, many private houses were built 
near the imperial abode, all of wood, all of one story, without 
court, and without any general plan ; and on the opposite, or 
left bank of the Neva, a range of humble cottages began to 
line the river. The population increased daily. The Tatars 
and Kalmuks, and other workmen from distant parts of the 
empire, were contented to sit down, after their labours at the 
fortress were over, and to find on the Gulf of Finland an 
abiding place and a continuing city. Fins, Esthonians, Livo- 
nians, all fled from the tumult of war, and took refuge under 
the wings of the imperial eagle. Even the Swedes themselves 
who had been driven from their homes, came to beg for refuge 
in St Petersburg. Tradesmen, labourers, sailors, flocked 
hither in thousands with their wives and femilies, in search of 
a subsistence ; and, as a natural consequence of this sudden 
increase of inhabitants, the new city became the resort of 
pedlars and merchants of every description. All were wel- 
comed with open arms. Land and timber were given away 
in profusion. The captain of the first foreign ship— a Dutch- 
man — received a present of five hundred ducats, and each of 
the crew three hundred dollars. Thus the great work went 
on, with a rapidity which, if all these accompanying circum- 
stances were unknown, would be reckoned marvellous, if not 
incredible. 

The intelligent reader will here observe, without any sug- 
gestion of mine, the origin of that religious toleration which 
at the present day has set down in this city no fewer than 
seven difierent temples of seven different creeds, in a syigle 
street When the priests of the other churches have occa- 
sion to mention the Greek .faith, they call it merely what it 
really is, the " dominant" or prevailing " religion of the 
country." 

In 1707 the streets of St. Petersburg already began to take 
some form, for the Tsar was discontented with their irregula- 
rity ; and some ship-building yards were established on the 
site of those of the present Admiralty. Towards the winter 
4 
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of that year Peter again visited the city, and proceeded as 
usual to his cabin-palace near the fortress. At ni^^htfall, he 
ordered his sledg^, and stepping into it with a lady, desired 
Bruce, the commandant, to get up behind. They dashed 
across the river, which was frozen over, turned to the right, 
in the direction which leads to the sea, and plunging through 
the woods which covered their savage tract, arrived at a little 
wooden church near the embouchure of the Fontanka. The 
little church was almost buried in snow, but they contrived to 
effect an entrance; and Bruce having led in a priest, and 
lighted a few feet around them by means of a solitaiy lamp, 
Peter the Great was there and then married to the Empress 
Catharine the First What church this was it is impossible 
now to say, and even the precise date of these extraordinary 
nuptials is unknown to history ! 

It is not my hint to speak of the various perils undergone 
by the infant city. It surmounted them all ; and in the 
seventh year of its existence was the scene of a ceremony 
very different from the above. Peter liked all ceremonies of 
which he himself was not the ostensible hera If his destiny 
had connected him with the stage, he would have been a 
prompter and not an actor. Nay, he carried this kind of mo- 
desty so fki that it actually amounted to mauvaise honte, and 
caused him to blush like a ^irl. This was particularly ob- 
served at the public and bruliant reception of the Persian 
ambassador in 1723, three years after he had^ received the 
richly merited titles of Peter the Great, Father of his Coun- 
try, and Emperor of all the Russias. 

On the present occasion, however, the nuptials of his niece 
Tsarevna Anna Ivanovna with the Duke of Courland, pre- 
sented the first public spectacle on an extended scale wnich 
the citizens of Petersburg had seen. The imperial family, 
the foreign ministers, and the principal grandees of Russia, 
were present ; and these had the satisfaction of seeing the 
greatest man of his age enact the part of master of the cere- 
monies at a ffirl's wedding. Peter performed his duty with 
the same zealous enthusiasm which distinguished the founder 
of Petersburg, and the conqueror of Pultava. He paraded the ^ 
streets in his quality of first marshal of the day, with music 
playing before him ; and during the banauet went round the 
table, decorated with an immense shoulder-knot of lace and 
ribbons, sefving the guests and forcing them to do justice to 
the goed thines he set before them. It is not upon record 
that he actually pocketed the. keys of the house; but we 
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know that it was expressly forbidden to any one to retire 
without leave of the Tsar ; which leave was not granted till 
two o'clock in the morning. 

The entertainment which followed, given by MenchikoflJ 
the favoorite of th^ Tsar, is well known, at which two dwarfs 
were served up to the company in two gigantic pies. The 
Russian grandees have always been fond of dwarfs, and are 
80, in some instances, at the present day; and Peter, more 
especially, who was a man of splendid genius, but not a mira- 
cle, delighted in these unfortunate accidents of nature.* The 
fiunous Marriage of the Dwarfs, which took place also on the 
occasion of the above nuptials, is the most stupendous thing 
in little which the world ever beheld. 

Seventy-two dwarfs, of both sexes, were assembled at Pe- 
tersburg to assist at the mairiafire. The little marshal of tlie 
day hetuied the cortege, and then, hand in hand, came the 
little bride and bridegroom. Immediately after tiieir little- 
nesses came Peter the Great and his suite; and then, two and 
two, the rest of the dwarfs and dwarfesses — ^followed, as may 
well be supposed, by every living soul in St. Petersburg. 
The marriage ceremony took place mthe church of Saint Pe- 
ter and Saint Paul, in the fortress, and all then repaired to 
the hotel of MenchikofT, where they partook of a splendid 
repast 

One feels sorry to pursue the history of this singular union. 
Nine or ten months after, the poor bride died an agonizing 
death in bringing forth a dead child ; and the circumstance 
occasioned an edict against the marriage of dwar&. The hus- 
band survived her a dozen years, butliis life was embittered 
by his own bad conduct, and the consequent loss of the favour 
of the Tsar. His funeral, however, was conducted with all 
the grotesque magnificence of his bridal. The cortege as- 
sembled in that p^ of the Winter Palace which is near the 
Hermitage; and, headed by six infant choristers, and the 
smallest' priest that could be found in the city, took the way 
to the Nevski Prospekt The dead body was carried in a 
hearse drawn by six dwarf ponies, guardmg which on each 
side was a long line of gigantic soldiers, clothed in black 



* The dwari« still to be seen in the houses of the Russian Nobi- 
lity, — and I do not think they amount to more than half a dozen 
fiir the whole empire,—- are no longer buffimns but domestic ser- 
vmnU» 
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mantles, and each holding a lighted torch in his hand. The 
dwarfs then came, marching two and two, the males first, and 
the females after ; but, on reaching the Nevski Prospekt, they 
were put into immense chariots, drawn by great horses. 
Here the emperor, who had so far accompanied the procession, 
returned to his palace ; and the little mourners were driven 
on to lamskaia, where they deposited their comrade in the 
earth, according to the forms of the Greek church. 

About this epoch of the city the first post-house was built, 
and then the first tavern (frequented by Peter himself,) and 
last, not least, the first printing establishment For thirteen 
years before, the Russian books had all been printed at Am- 
sterdam, and previous to that period, at Moscow. The fol- 
lowing is the title of the first book produced by the press of 
St. Petersburg, " The Book of Mars ; or Exploits of tiie Rus- 
sian warriors of his Tsarian Majesty, at the^ taking of superb 
fortifications, and on difierent fields of battle, exploits executed 
against the troops of his Swedish Majesty." 

Althougji the city continued to increase with a rapidity ap- 
proaching the marvellous, considering the nature of the 
rund, it failed to keep pace with the wishes of the Tsar. 
1714, he published an oukaz, compelling three hundred 
and fifty noble families to remove from Moscow and other 
places, and build themselves houses in St. Petersburg, on the 
locations assigned to them. The same extraordinary measure 
^was taken with regard to the merchants and artizans, each of 
which classes was ordered forthwith to build three hundred 
houses. Peter also compelled his barbarian subjects to adopt 
the rules of politeness ; and, by introducing assemblies and 
soirees, and teaching his bears to dance, he rescued from a 
state of savage degradation, and elevated to her natural sphere 
in society, that civilizer of man — ^Woman. 

The Russians, however, were not at that time qualified to 
comprehend and appreciate the designs of a man of genius ; 
and it required all me energy of Peter to sweep aside the ob- 
stacles that were perpetually thrown in his way. At one 
time, a spirit of prophecy seized the opponents of civilization, 
and a " Wo ! — wo !" was preached to the citizens, calling 
upon them to prepare for speedy destruction. On another 
occasion, the image of the Virgin in the church of the Trinity 
was made to shed tears. Murmurs were heard, and tumul- 
tuous meetings seen on all sides ; but the Tsar, turning nei^ 
ther to the right nor to the left, carried through his designs 
with the strong hand. If ever absolute sovereignty was be- 
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neficial to a people, it was in this instance. Peter effected 
more in a single life-time than society left to itself could have 
achieved in many generations. 

That valuable life was not much longer spared to Russia 
and mankind. Twenty-two years after the foundation of St 
Petersburg, Peter the Grreat terminated his busy, useful, and 
glorious career. / 

To pursue further the advance of the city would far exceed 
the limits of my little book. The building of palaces, besides, 
and the erection of modUments in the usual way are, compa- 
ratively speaking, vulg[ar and uninteresting affiurs. Perhaps, 
however, the reader will not grudge the few pages which I 
have devoted to the foregoing sketch. Such, at all events, 
could not fail to have t^n my reflections, or my inquiries^ 
with my foot upon the threshold of St Petersburg. 



4* 
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CHAPTER V. 



ASPECT K)F ST. PETERSBURG ITS SPLENDOUR. 

First idea of the aspect of St. Petersburg — want of individuality in 
its physical character — ^grandeur of the scale on which it is 
built— construction of the streets — «urioas wooden pavement — 
houses and mode of building — ^general character of the city — 
first idea of the population — vehicles and drivers — artizans and 
labourers— HJislike to machinery^xtraordinary ladder and scaf- 
fold — perilous situations of the workmen — mujik from the in- 
terior — female peasants — grand distinctive chafacteristic of the 
population. 

St. Pbtersburo has been frequently called " the most mag- 
nificent city in Europe," but the expression appears to me to 
be wholly destitute of meaning. Venice is a magnificent 
city, so is Paris, so is St Petersburg ; but there are no points 
of comparison among them. St. Petersburg is a city or new 
houses, newly paintS. The designs of some of them may be 
old, but the copies are evidently new. They imitate the 
classic models ; but they often imitate them badly, and there 
is always something to remind one that they are not the 
genuine classic. They are like the images which the Italian 
boys carry about the thoroughfiures of London— Venuses de 
Medici and Belvidere Apollos, in stucco. 

But the streets are wide, and the walls painted white or 
light yellow ; and from one street opens another, and another, 
and another — all wide, and white, and light yellow. And 
then, here and there, there are columned fag^es, and churches, 
and domes, and tapering spires — all white too, that are not 
gilded, or painted a sparkling green. And canals sweep away 
to the riffht and left almost at every turning, not straight and 
Dutch-like, but bending gracefully, and losing themselves 
amonff the houses. And there is one vast and glorious river, 
as wide as the Thames at London, and a hundred times more 
beautiful, which rolls through the whole; and, beyond it, from 
whichever side ym look, you see a kindred mass of houses 
and palaces, white and yellow, and columned facades, and 
churches, and domes, and spires, gilded and green. 
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The left bank of this river is a wall of granite, with a para- 
pet and trottoir of the same material, extending for several 
miles; and this forms one of the most magnificent promenades 
in Europe. The houses on either side look like palaces, for 
aH are white^ and many have columns ; and there are also 
absolute de facto palaces ; for instance, the Admiralty, the 
Winter Palace, and the Marble Palace, on one side, and the 
Academy of Arts, on the other. The water in the middle is _ 
stirring with boats, leaping and sweeping through the stream, " 
with lofly, old-&shioned stems, painted and gilded within and 
without 

Among the streets, there is one averaging the width of 
Oxford Street in London, sometimes less, souketimes a little 
more. It is lined with trees, and shops with painted shutters, 
and churches of half a dozen different creeds. Its shoge, in- 
deed, are not so splendid as ours, nor are their windows larger 
than those of private houses : but the walls are white and 
clean, sometimes columned, sometimes pillastered, sometimes 
basso-relievoed : in fiict, if you can imagine such a thinff as a 
street of gin-palaces just alter the painting season— and that 
is a bold wora — you may form an idea scarcely exaggerated 
of the Nevski Prospekt 

But no analogy taken firom London can convey an idea of 
the — ^grandeur, I may venture to say, presented by the vistas 
opening from the main street Here there are no lanes, no 
alleys, no impasses, no nestling-places constructed of filth and 
rubbifdi for the poor. These lateral streets are all parts of the 
main street, only diverging at right angle& The houses are 
the same in form and colour; they appear to4)e inhabited by 
the same classes of society; and the view is terminated, ever 
and anon by domes and spires. The whole, in short, is one 
splendid picture, various m its forms, but consistent in its 
character. 

Such were my first impressions — ^thus thrown down at ran- 
dom, without waiting to look for words, and hardly caring 
about ideas, — ^the first sudden impressions flashed upon my 
mind by the physical aspect of St Petersburg. 

I have said in a former volume of this woiS, that I have the 
custom, — ^like other idleis, I suppose,--of wandering about 
during the first day of m;^ visit to a foreign city, without ap- 
parent aim or purpose ; without knowing, or desiring to ibiow, 
the geography of the place; and without asking a single 
question. Now this is precisely the sort of view which should 
be taken of the new city of the Tsars, by one who prefers the 
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poetry of life to its dull and hackneyed prose. St Petersburg 
is a picture rather than a reality— grand, beautiful, and noble, 
at a little distance, but nothing more than a surface of paint 
and varnish when you look closer. Or, rather, to amend the 
comparison, it is like the scene of a theatre, which you must 
not by any means look behind, if you would not destroy the 
iUusion. 

It will be said, that such is the case with all cities, with all 
objects that derive their existence from the puny sons of men: 
but this is one of those misnamed truisms which are consi- 
dered worthy of all acceptation for no other reason than that 
they come from the tongue, or through a neighbouring organ, 
with the twang of religion or morality. 

London does not lose but gain by inspection ; although on 
inspection it i& found to be an enormous heap of dirty, paltry, 
miserable brick houses, which, but for the constant repairs of 
the inhabitants, would in a few- years become a mass of such 

?itiful ruins as the owls themselves would disdain to inhabit, 
^hose narrow, winding, dingy streets^-those endless lines of 
brick boxes, without taste, without beauty, without dignity, 
without anything that belongs to architecture, inspire us with 
growing wonder and admiration. The genius, the industry, 
Uie commerce, of a whole continent seem concentrated in this 
single spot; and the effect is uninterrupted by any of the 
lighter arts that serve as the mere ornaments and amusements 
of life. An earnestness of purpose is the predominating charac- 
ter of the scene — a force of determination which seizes, and 
fixes, and grapples with a single specific object, to the exclu- 
sion of every other. The pursuit of wealth acquires a charac- 
ter of sublimity as we gaze ; and Mammon rises in majesty 
from the very deformity of the stupendous temple of common- 
place in which he is worshipped. 

Venice does not lose but gain by inspection ; although on 
inspection it is found to be but the outlines of a great city, 
filled up with meandess, and dirt, and limine. We enter her 
ruined palaces with a catching of the breath, and a trembling 
of the heart ; and when we see her iohabitants crouching in 
rags and hunger in their marble halls, we do but breathe the 
hiuder, and tremble the more. The effect is increased by the 
contrast; for Venice is a tale of the past, a city of the dead. 
The Rialto is still crowded with the shapes of history and 
romance; the Giant's Steps still echo to Uie ducd tread; and, 
mingling with the slaves and wantons who meet on the Sun- 
day evenings to laugh at the rattle of their, chains in the 
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Piazza di San Marco, we see gliding, scornful and sad, the 
merchant-kings of the Adriatic. 

St Petersburg, on the other hand, has no moral character 
to give dignity to common-place, or haunt tombs and ruins 
like a spirit. It is a city of imitation, constructed, in our own 
day, on what were thought to be the best models ; and hence 
the severity with which its public buildings have been criti- 
cised by all travellers, except those who dote upon gilding 
and green paint, and are enthusiasts in plaster and white- 
wash. As a picture of a city, notwithstanding, superficially 
viewed — an idea of a great congregating place of the human 
kind, without reference to national character, or history, or 
individuality of any kind — St Petersburg, in my opinion, is 
fibsolutely unrivalled. 

It woirid be difficult, even for the talented artist whose pro- 
ductions grace these sketches, to convey an adequate idea of 
the scale on which this city is laid out ; and yet, without 
doing so we do nothing. ' This is the grand distinctive feature 
of the place. Economy of room was the principal necessity 
in the construction of the other great European cities ; for, 
above all things, they were to be protected from the enemy by 
stone walls. But, before St Petersburg was built, a change 
had taken place in theart and customs of war, and permanent 
armies had become in some measure a substitute for perma- 
nent fortifications. Another cause of prodigality was the 
little value of the land ; but, above all these, should be men- 
tioned, the far-seeing, and far-thinking ambition of the builders. 
Conquest was the ruling passion of 3ie Tsars from the begin- 
ning ; and, in founding a new capital, they appear to Imve 
destined it to be the capital of half the world. 

It is needless to exaggerate the magnitude of the city ; as, 
for instance, some .writers have done, by statin? that the 
Nevski Prospekt is half as wide again as Oxford Street in 
London. Everything is here on a gigantic scale. The quays, 
to which vessels requiring nine feet of water cannot ascend, 
except when the river is unusually high, might serve for all 
the navies of Europe. The public offices, or at least many of 
them, would hardly be too small, even if tJie hundred millions 
were added to the population of the country, which its soil is 
supposed to be capable of supporting. 

Perhaps it may be as well to introduce here, for the sake of 
illustration, although a little prematurely as. regards the de- 
scription, a view of the grand square of the Admiralty. This 
is an immense oblong space in the very heart of the city. 
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The spectator stands near the manege, the building which 
projects at the lefb-hand corner. Beyond this is the Admiralty, 
with its gilded spire, which is visible from almost all parts of 
the metropolis. Farther on is the Winter Palace, distin- 
guished by a flag, in front of which, near the bottom of the 
vista, is the column raised to the memory of Alexander. Op- 
posite this, on the ri^ht hand, is the palace of the Etat Major, 
and returning towards the foreground, the War Office. The 
group in front are employed in dragging stones for the new 
Lsaak's church, which stands in the felt hand corner, although 
the view is not wide enough to admit it This is to be tUe 
richest and most splendid building in the world ; but it has 
been so long in progress, and is now so little advanced, that a 
notice of it must fall to the lot of some future traveller. Saint 
Isaak, I believe, is not particularly connected with Russia, 
except by his day foiling upon the birth-day of Peter the 
Great 

Such IS the scale on which St Petersburg is built; for 
although this may be considered the heart of the city, the 
other members correspond. The very vastness of the vacant 
spaces, however, it should be observed, seems ta make the 
houses on either side look less lofly ; while on the other hand, 
no doubt the real want of loftiness in the houses exaggerates 
the breadth of the area between. But on the present occa- 
sion, anytliing like fancy in the latter respect would have 
been quite supererogatory. The streets were hardly passable. 
Here and there a pond or a morass gave pause to the pedes- 
trian ; while the aroski driver was only indebted to his daily 
renewed experience of the daily-changing aspect of the 
ground, for the comparative confidence and safety with which 
Ee pursued his way. The streets, in feet, were in the same 
. predicament as the roads by which I had reached them ; they 
had thawed from their winter consistence, and their stones, 
torn up, and dismantled by the severities of the frost, had not 
yet been put into summer quarters. 

The greater part of the streets are what may be termed 
pebble-roads, a name which describes exactly what they are. 
At this moment, in the whole city, there are upwards of seven 
hundred and seventy-two thousand square sagenes * of these 
roads, while of stone pavement there are only nine thousand 
ibur hundred and fifty, and of wood six thousand four hundred. 



* A sagcne is seven fe^t 
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The wooden pavement, I believe, is peculiar to St. Peters- 
burg, and merits a description. It consists of small hexagons 
Bawed* from a piece of resinous wood, and laid into a bed 
formed of crushed stones and sand. These are fastened late- 
rally into each other with Wooden pegs, and when the whole 
forms a plain surface, the interstices are filled with fine sand, 
and then boiling pitch is poured over alL This pitch firom 
the porous nature of the wood is speedily absorbed, and on a 
quantity of sand being strewed above it, the operation is com- 
plete, and a pavement constructed which is found to be ex- 
tremely durable, and which seems to me to suffer much less 
iiyury firom the fi-ost than the stone causeway. The honour 
of the invention is due to M. Gourief ; and I have no doubt he 
will ultimately see it adopted in most of the great towns to- 
wards the north. It is the custom of the peasants to cut down 
the trees at some distance firom the root, and thus a great deal 
of wood will be turned to a useful purpose which would other- 
wise only encumber the ground. Every peasant, .besides, by 
means of his axe alone, is able to construct such a pavement, 
and in Russia hands are both plenty and cheap. 

The construction of the houses, although I have described 
them as mere outsides, in regard to architectural beauty, is 
in general sufficiently solid. In the principal streets the 
outer wall of the ground floor—- or rather the sunk floor, as 
the greater part of it is under-ground — is either granite or 
poudorsk (a stone of equal value found near Ijora,) and the 
roof of this compartment of the house is usually vaulted. The 
other walls are of brick and deals, occasionally strengthened 
with iron bars. The flooring is of wood, and frequently a 
layer of brick and mortar is placed above it, and a second 
wooden floor laid over all. In some cases even a third floor, 
it is said, is added in the same way. The roof is always of 
sheet iron. 

When the houses are built, they are lefl to dry for a year 
or more, according to their situation, before they are painted 
or stuccoed. Afler all they are cold and damp, from the cir- 
cumstance of lath-work being unknown. If this was intro- 
duced as a lining to the outer walls, as well as for partitions, 
I have no doubt that the houses would be dryer and warmer, 
and inhabitable in half the time. 

The general character of the place is not at alt oriental, 
like that of the other Russian cities. There are a few build- 
ings, indeed, that put you in mind of the east — one hardly 
knows why, for in reality there is nothing like them in Asia — 
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but as a whole, St Petersburg is a jumble of classical forms, 
often badly imitated and badly arranged. The most striking 
of the exceptions are, perhaps, the church of St. Nicolas, and 
the Smolnoi Monastery. These buildings are two specimens 
of the ecclesiastical architecture of Russia; and the stranger, 
surrounded as he is by the orders of Greece and Italy, cannot 
look upon their numerous onion-shaped cupolas fantastically 
painted and gilded, without feeling that he is in a country 
where, in former times at least, some peculiar standard of 
taste existed. 

The strange thing is, that it is only in the roofs of such 
buildings in Russia that their peculiarity exists. Their fi^ 
^ades are usually clustered with columns and oniaments, 
taken from all sorts of classical models ; although, no doubt, 
the architect, by way of indemnifying his patriotic feelings, 
indulges here and there in a little caricature or travestie. 
The churches within the city, and the log-huts without — 
those are Russian, those are national ; and they have nothing 
to do with St Petersburg. 

I am now lightly touching upon the general character of 
the place, — laying the dim and indistinct ground-work of my 

fiiece, before attempting to bring out the individual features 
t is impossible to do this without noticing the living figures 
that give a human interest to the scene. 

The streets are never crowded, or else the spaces are too 
large to appear so. Even on the occasion of a parade before 
the Winter Palace, when the troops are inspected by the 
emperor in person, they and the spectators seem like a hand- 
ful ; the former on the street, and the latter on the planted 
boulevard at the side of the Admiralty. Meanwhile the rest 
of the town, and even the great square, of which this forms a 
corner, remain in their usual state of quiescence. 

The streets are- never disorderly, partly owing to the natu- 
ral mildness of the Russian character ; and partly to the cir- 
cumstance of a man, dressed in the coarsest and plainest garb 
imaginable, standing here and there with a pole-axe in his 
hand to preserve older. It is true there is nothing terrible 
about these persons but their pole-axe^, aud they are not half 
60 much soldiers, either in appearance or reality, as the " po- 
lice foTce^^ of London ; but still they are at least a symbol of 
authority, and a standing memento to the passers-by to take 
care of what they are about 

These passers-by consist, as in all other cities, of the upper, 
middle, and lower classes; for in Russia there is a middle 
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class in appearance, although none in reality. The upper 
classes, when they ride, are usually in coaches drawn by four 
horses, the traces so long that a single equipage would take 
up no inconsiderable part of a street in any other city. Here, 
however, they are only in proportion with the space in which 
they have to move ; a space in which an English gentleman's 
carriage, with its two horses, cocking up their poor, maimed, 
miserable tails under the coachman's feet, would look pean 
and ridiculous. 

The English, however, though they have the bad taste and 
brutality to amputate their horsCs' tails, are the best coach- 
makers in the world. The carriages of Russia, principally 
made by German workmen, are inferior even to those of 
France. The traces, at least in St. Petersburg, are always 
of leather, but rarely clean, and never polished. The coach- 
man is dressed in a caftan, reaching to his heels, generally 
blue, and confined at the waist with a red sash. His neck is 
bare, except whei*e it is covered in front by a handsome beard; 
and his head is surmounted by a small, low, sturdy-looking 
hat, considerably broader at the crown than at the brim. The 
postillion is a dwarfish urchin, dressed in the same fashion, 
and perched like a cock-sparrow upon one of the fore horses. 
When the equipage stops, the coachman leans back on his 
box and goes to sleep; and the postillion descending, lays 
himself down under the horses' heads, in such a position that 
they cannot advance without steppuig upon his body, and goes . 
to sleep too. 

The droski is a still more common equipage; it is the 
hackney coach of Russia. It consists of a plank of wood, 
stuffed, and covered with cloth or leather, and hung between 
two pairs of wheels. On this machine the wayfarer mounts 
astride, and sits very comfortably — ^there being a resting- 
place for his feet, defended froi^ the mud by the leathern bul- 
warks — till the vehicle begins to move. On this consumma- 
tion takinff place, all is misery. The sprin&s are bad, the 
pavement hideous ; and the tyro in such travelling, curses by 
his gods the infernal apparatus. But at a season of the year 
like liiis, there is no-alternative. He must employ a droski, 
or remain at home ; for although the trottoirs are tolerable, 
the crossings of the streets are altogether impracticable. 

The driver is rarely, if ever, provided with a whip. He 
holds the bridle in both hands, that are widely separated, and 
extended before him ; and at the seldom time when he finds 
occasion, employs the end of the ^* ribbons" for the admonition 

5 
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of his horse. In general he occupies the same plank, onljr 
straddling a little in advance of his fare ; but sometimes there 
is a small coach-box for his special use. In either case, the 
gentleman-passenger, if* he has a grain of sensibility, is 
ashamed of the scurvy figure he cuts, sitting, with his little 
pig-tailed coat, and naked chin, behind a full flowing caftan, 
and a manly beard. The military, however, are not unwor- 
thy of such an honour. An ofiicer in the army, sitting behind 
an isvosckik, flying at the rate of ten miles an hour, with his 
ample gray cloak, distended at the shoulders by the epaulettes 
beneath, his cocked hat, and long feather floating behind, 
forms one of the most picturesque and characteristic specta- 
cles to be seen in St. Petersburff. 

The pedestrians, independently of the class of ladies and 
gentlemen common to all Europe, are the native merchants, 
whom I have termed the middle' classes, and the artizans and 
country-people. The merchants have in general laid aside 
the sash, but the beard still flourishes, and the caftan still 
flows. Their wives are dressed in rich silk cloaks, lined 
with fur, yet with nothing on the head but a very small 
handkerchief. But artizans and labourers, with their sheep- 
skin tunics, or omni-coloured caftans, theu* shirt of every 
gaudy hue worn over their trousers, their long boots, or rag- 
stockings and shoes of the linden bark, are assuredly the most 
interestmg figures of the whole. Their hair is cut round ho- 
rizontally on a line drawn from about the middle of the nose, 
and most of the workmen wear a sort of chaplet, sometimes 
studded with little pieces of metal like the ornaments of a 
horse, to prevent it from falling into their eyes. In their 
sash are stuck their gloves, indispensable for eight months 
to the year, and their short-handled, large-bladed axe, which 
to a Russian artificer answers the purpose of almost every 
tool. 

You never see these men in a hurry. There is a measured 
gravity about all their motions which adds to the orientalism 
of their appearance. They look as if they were conscious of 
wearing a beard. The labourers generally appear in groups ; 
for the use of machinerv is an innovation to which they have 
not as yet submitted. If a heavy article is to be moved, it Is 
dragged by a dozen, a score, or a hundred men as may be re- 
quisite. If it is to be raised to the scaflblding of a bouse, it 
is rolled up an inclined plane constructed of planks for the 
purpose. Pulleys and blocks are looked upon as a sacri- 
legious interference with the evident intentions of nature and 
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thp rights of man. The same simplicity appears in their 
tools. The carpenter demands nothing more besides his axe, 
than a kind of rude chisel and a gimlet. His measure ia a 
bit of wood which he picks up among the chips, or slices off 
at the moment from the nearest plank. 

Even in that simple but troublesome apparatus, which is 
requisite to enable plasterers and painters to perform their 
operations on the outside surface of a building, the Russians 
usually prefer risking life and limb to the multiplication of 
machinery. Their ladder frequently consists of a single pole, 
instead of two, furnished with transverse bars of wood for 
steps; and this pole is occasionally used not only as. a ladder 
but as a support for a small stage, at one and the same time. 
When it is necessary to move a ladder of this kind, the 
workman disdains to descend for so simple a purpose. Ho 

E laces himself astride, near the top, on one of the transverse 
ars, and shoving the machine from the wall, leaps with it, 
so to speak, to the required distance. At the same instant, a 
comrade below, watching his manoeuvres, moves adroitly the 
foot of the ladder, and the hero escapes being precipitated to 
the ground by an inch of space and an instant of time. 

Sometimes, however, the removal of the apparatus is incon- 
venient, or the stage is found to be too low to enable him to 
reach the top of the wall : but these difficulties do not induce 
a true Russian to be guilty of the folly of expending time in 
the construction of one edifice for the purpose of pamting or 
stuccoing another. In this case, the wanderer of St. Peters- 
burg, if he chance to turij up his eyes, sees a pole projected 
from the roof of the house m question, with a man lying all 
his length upon it, head downwards. If you marvel at the 
calm gravity with which the workman thus circumstanced 
uses his brush or his trowel under the eaves, you are told 
there is little or no danger, as a friend behind is doing him 
' the kindness to hold him bv the heels. 

During the intervals of labour, these men, like the coach- 
men and postillions, go to sleep wherever they happen to leave 
off work. But still, as if by a kind of natural perversity, they 
choose such situations for their repose, as seem the least 
adapted in the world for such a purpose. A mason, for in- 
stance, does not lay himself down under the lee of one of the 
immense blocks of'^marble or granite on which he js working : 
he poises himself upon the extreme edge of the mass. Or, if 
there is a marshy place in the immediate neighbourhood (for 
be wiU not trouble himself to go far in search of it) he disposes 
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of his body in instalments upon the stones, or planks, which 
protrude from the mud. Sometimes tlie parapet of a bridge 
18 the chosen couch; sometimes the outer ledge; but if a 
piece of wood projects from the steps of the quay over, or 
upon, the river, this is too. tempting an opportunity for indul- 
gence to be missed on any account 

The mujik in St. Petersburg, however, is a solitary animal, 
so far as the women are concerned, and perhaps to this may 
be owing his habitual gravity. In spring he comes from his 
village rar in the interior — perhaps many hundred miles, and 
in autumn returns to his family with his little earnings. Each 
class of labourers comes from a particular government, often 
from a particular district in tliat government ; and hence in 
the city they appear to form so many distinct tribes. The 
]6ner sort of work, however, is always intrusted to foreigners. 
The joiners, for instance, may be Russians, but the cabinet- 
makers are Grermans. No nobleman would condescend to 
have his clothes made by a countryman of his own, or to eat 
of bread that was baked by native fingers. An exception, 
however, is made, in one respect, in favour of the fair sex. 
The wet nurses are taken from the peasantry, and are distin- 
guished in the streets by a kind of lofty crown, generally 
covered with gold lace. The waists of these women are 
scarcely shorter than usual, and yet the bosom is beneath, 
rather than above the girdle. This extraordinary perversity 
of taste— for the' geography of nature is thus outraged syste^ 
matically from their earliest youth — we shall find, on leaving 
St Petersburg, to be common to the female peasantry of the 
whole of Great Russia. 

In most other European cities, the upper and lower classes 
are but little distinguished from each other in dress^ except 
by the quality of the materials ; or in manners, except by the 
degrees of refinement or vulgarity. Here they form, to all 
appearance, two separate and distinct races. • Elsewhere the 
common people are partakers in the civilization of the gentry; 
they follow their steps, at a greater or less distance, in educa- 
tiop and knowledge ; and are, to all intents and purposes, 
members of the same family of man. Here, on the contrary, 
there is hardly one idea in common between the two classes. 
This is the ^rand distinctive feature in St PeCersburg. This 
is the peculiarity in the Russian empire which makes it the 
most curious, and, to the philosopher, the most interesting, 
spectacle presented to-day m Europe. 

The cause of dl the anomalies exhibited by the country 
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may be traced to the suddenness with which civilization took 
its rise, and the celerity of its progress. The great majority 
of the nation were in that state of barbarous dependence from 
which England, for instance, only emerged after many centu- 
ries of struggles. The nobles were awakened all on a sudden 
to a consciousness of their situation with regard to the rest of 
Eiirope. A re-action in their feelings even took place ; and 
from the extreme of barbarous pride and ignorant intolerance, 
they rushed at once to the opposite extreme of liberality. 
Strangers, who formerly travelled in their country with as 
much difficulty and danger as in China, were received with 
acclamations, and loaded with gifts and distinctions. They 
threw open their churches, which' had hitherto been hermeti- 
cally sealed against heretics ; and even permitted temples of 
every possible religion to flourish by the side of their own. 
They travelled abroad, for the first time, to see that world 
which they had so long contemplated only through the mists 
of prejudice ;• and imitating, or transplanting, whatever struck 
their imaginations most, they began to build a new Rome 
among the snows of the North. 

The mass of the people, in the meantime — the cultivators 
of the fields, the hewers of wood, and the drawers of water — 
could not possibly remain uninfluenced by jthis spirit of revo- 
lution. A corresponding change took place among the pea- 
santry. Ambition and pride were generated where nothing 
of the kind ever existed before ; and to this moment, every 
day, every hour, some individuals are detaching themselves 
from £he mass, and rising intp the rights and privileges of 
of freemen. This is provided for by the laws of the country ; 
and this consummation, it is well known to all persons posses- 
-sing information on the subject, is not only the earnest desire, 
but the obvious personal policy of the Emperor. In a fiiture 
chapter I shall offer some remarks on the nature and extent 
of the change; but at present it will only be necessary to 
suggest, in reply to an anticipated question, that the peasants 
of Russia form a mass of ahoutjifty millions, and that, setting 
every extraneous obstacle out of the question, the progress, 
both moral and political, of such a body is necessarily ^nuch 
slower than that of a body of a few hundred thousand. Suppo- 
sing that a number of the peasantry equal to that of the whole 
body of nobility has been raised, in so short a space of time, to 
the benefits of civilization— and the number is much greater 
— still, in so vast a population, this must be imperceptible on 
5* ' 
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a superficial view, and the distinction between the two classes 
of society must remain, to all appearance, as broad as ever. 

But with regard to our immediate affairs, St. Petersburg is 
a city of the nobles, built jat their own cost, and according to 
tiieir own taste. The common people either burrow in their 
ehopa under the dwellings of the great, or live, in the usual 
dirt and crowd, in the hollow squares formed by the houses-^ 
fer of course all the exterior must be clean, and showy, and 
glittering tg the eye. As for the mujiks from the interior, 
who give so much of the foreign and picturesque to the show, 
they are only birds of passage, who come hither to pick up a 
few crumbs from the abundance generated by the wealth and 
wants of a great metropolis. . 
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STREET SCENERY — SUPERSTITIONS— <!HURCHES. 

The Nevski Prospekt— droskis and kibitkas — the troika — ^hero of 
the popular songs— emblem of the Holy Ghost^atholics and 
protestants — Armenian worship — remains of pa«^nism — ^nionks 
— popes — ^manners of the clergy — doctrines of uie Russo-Greek 
church — the seven sacraments — marriage — ^predestination — ce- 
remonies for the dead — sectarians and their curious tenets- 
Kazan church or cathedral of St. Petersburg— exterior — singu- 
larity of the plan — magnificent colonnade — Interior — distinctions 
of rank unknown in tne temple*— where the Spirit of the Lord is 
there is liberty. 

The day after my initiative stroll through, the city being 
Sunday, I resolved to devote a portion of it to the ciyect of 
acquiring some notions relative to the churches and religious 
customs of the place. 

Betaking myself to the great square of the Admiralty, as to 
the centre from which all' things proceed, and to which all 
things return, in St. Petersburg, I launched myself into the 
Nevski Prospokt, that great street which has been already so 
often mentioned. It is one of several avenues which radiate 
from the admiralty, the gilded spire of which is seen along 
the vista, and serves so well as a beacon, that nobody can be 
out of his bearings for many minutes together. 

The avenue of trees on either side is refreshing to the eye, 
although as yet destitute of shade. On the right nand, beside 
the group of peasants, is a droski, but the driver has not been 
fortunate enough to obtain a fare. . On the left hand is a 
vehicle called a kibitka, which is frequently used for travel- 
ling with post-horses. It is without springs, and being con- 
structed entirely of wood, and in the most simple manner, mav 
be repaired at any village on the road. This is its only ad- 
vantage over the more comfortable and more aristocratic 
britchka. 

The three horses by which this vehicle is drawn, are called 
the Troika, or the three, a name familiar to all travellers who 
pause in their journey to listen to the songs of the people. 
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The post-master does not keep horses himself, but in obedi" 
ence to the printed requisition handed by the traveller, hires 
them from the neighbouring peasants; and the individual they 
send with them to drive, is of course the liveliest young felloiv 
in their fiunily. If the Troika drivers were professional post- 
boys, there would be nothing poetical connected with the 
name ; but they are the flower of the peasantry, and are 
fiirther distinguished from the others by enjoying, or suffering', 
a greater proportion of the vicissitudes of life. Without re- 
collecting this, the traveller will wonder at the taste which 
selects such heroes for the popular ballads, and lays the scene 
in an inn court, or on the highway. The highways, too, it 
should be remembered, are not a little romantic tliemselves ; 
being in general nothing more than wild and savage tracks 
formed only by carriage wheels and horses' feet 

Keeping these considerations in view, even the most fastidi- 
ous listener will hear sometimes with interest the fortunes of 
his postillion, commencing in a strain like this: — 

*• Away, away, along the road, 
The gallant Troika bound, 
While 'neath the dooga, sadly sweet, 
Their Valdai bells resound.** 

The dooga is a sort of bow which arches over the neck of the 
middle horse, and with which almost all the Russian vehicles 
are provided. A bell is generally suspended from this bow, 
and those mentioned in the above stanza of a popular song are 
made at Valdai, a village on the Moscow road celebrat^ for 
the manufacture. 

But there is another peculiarity more ^erman to the matter 
of the present chapter. It is a flock of pigeons — an indispen- 
sable part of a street view in this country. The pigeon is in 
some sense the Redbreast of Russia ; but he is protected by a 
higher and holier prestige than poor Robin. To kill, or insult, 
a pigeon is an act of sacrilege as well as immorality ; it is, in 
fact, to lift the hand affainst the third person of the Trinity — 
for the dove is the emblem of the Holy Ghost. 

A Catholic chapel attracted my attention first, as I journeyed 
along churchward ; but, accustomed as I have been in other 
countries to the great temples of this modification of the 
Christian fiiith, I saw nothing in it worthy of remark. The 
congregation, however, wais numerous and devout— two cir- 
cumstances which rar^jy^', occur in what are called Catholic 
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countries. In Ireland, where the Protestant is the ** dominant'* 
religion, the Catholics are as devout in their way as they 
were several centuries ago. This may arise from tlie fiict, 
that they are that space of time behind the civilized world in 
civilization ; but how shall we account for the Protestantism 
of Ireland being at this moment identical in spirit, with that 
of the most ignorant and ferocious epoch in our history 1 The 
strange thing is, that even those English Protestants, who 
take a part in Irish disputes, become embued all at once with 
the same fanaticism ! This is what the Catholics of the con- 
tinent (with the exception of those of Spain and Portugal) 
cannot comprehend. They listen with shouts of laughter to 
our quarrels about the pope; but when they hear of our 
actually cutting throats for conscience sake, they are ready to 
conclude, that m spite of our excellence in cotton-spinning, 
and the extreme dexterity at which we have arrived in blow- 
ing people up into the air with steam-engines, we are still at 
bottom, Protestants and Catholics, a race of stupid and un- 
teachable barbarians. 

An Armenian church, almost next ddor, soon Invited my 
attention, and I was surprised, I do not know why, to find 
less devotion among the congregation than I ever witnessed 
in my life in a religous assembly. The genteel part of the 
audience consisted of a small number of laSies apart ^m the 
men ; and although they performed the same kind of genuflec- 
tions and prostrations that are customary in the Greek church, 
these were so openly intermingled with nodding, whispering, 
and giggling, Uiat the one might have seemed as much a part 
of the ceremony as the other. 

A young Armenian lady, whom I had the pleasure to mec^ 
with afterwards at Moscow, exolained this oddity, or at least 
apologized for it, in a very intelligent manner. < 

" Although Armenians by descent," said she, " we are bom 
in Russia, and intermingled from our birth with Russian so* 
ciety. . We thus lose very soon, if indeed we ever acquire, 
the language of our country ; for it has no beauty, and no 
literature, to make it worth retaining. How, then, can you 
expect us to take an interest in the services of our church, 
hardly one word of which we comprehend, and which have • 
nothing beyond the splendour of the priest's vestments to at- 
tract attention-^but on the contrary, as you must liave ob- 
served yourself, are dull, drowsy, and monotonous to the last 
degree that is supportable by human patience V* 

This description of the service is exact, and my only won- 
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der is, that the Armenians do not attach themselves to the 
Russo-Greek church, the form of worship in which is nearly 
the same, and the language at least a little more intelligible. 
As for the dogmas of their faith, they are like those of every 
other sect of Christianity T know of, when fairly reported : 
very little, if at all, repugnant to human reason, and easily 
proved by the letter of Scripture. As I am now approaching 
the Kazan church, which is the grand cathedral, of St 
Petersburg, and where the external service presents nothing 
to the stranger but the grossest and most stupid idolatry, per- 
haps the reader — supposing him to be unacquainted wiUi the 
subject— would like to know what the Russians really do be- 
lieve. ♦ 

It is sufficiently well known, although somehow or other 
in speculation concerning Russia the thing is always forgotten, 
that the Eastern and Western churches were in the very ze- 
nith of their barbarous pride, when this nation began to be 
converted from the darkest heathenism to Christianity. It 
was not, in fact, till~the eleventh century, till the close of the 
iron age in the rest of Europe, that the Christian church took 
root in Russia. CivDization began as usual to follow even so 
impure a Christianity as could be obtained from the poisoned 
fountains of the day — and then the Tatar invasion came, to 
impose a yoke even upon the minds of men, and arrest the 
moral progress of the country. It was the middle of the 
sixteenth century before this incubus was thrown off; and it 
was not till the accession of the present dynasty, in 1613, 
that any attempt was made to cleanse the Temple of the ruins 
of so many ages of darkness and terror — ruins in the shade 
of which the people had reclined so long, that they had -come 
to look upon them as essential parts of the building. 

In the " Spiritual Regulation" promulgated by Peter the 
Great, we have evidence of the state of the church m Russia, 
which cannot be disputed ; and which is exceedingly interest- 
ing as showing that many remnants of paganism existed even 
in the seventeenth century. 

The Spiritual College is directed, in that curious perform- 
ance, •* to compare the history of saints, whether some of them 
are not lying devices, or mbulous and ridiculous stories.*' 
Such things are the rather to be discountenanced, " since 
especially the simple folk can scarce distinguish the right 
hand from the lefx, but firmly and pertinaciously maintain 
whatever they see written in a book." The superstition, 
also, is condemned which forbids working oli Friday, " because 
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p€uiitsa will be angry." This personage appears to resemble 
the Venus of the heathen ; and even in the ecclesiastical pro- 
cessions of Little Russia, she walked at that time in the guise 
of a woman with dishevelled hair, and was led into the 
churches, and exposed for the worship of the people. 

It was believed, according to the same authority, that a 
man buried in the Pecherskoi monastery should be saved, even 
if he had died impenitent. In another place, it was the cus- 
tom to pray before an oak ; and the pope, or priest, in blessing 
the people, shook the boughs over their heads. The college 
was especially directed to inquire into the " infinite nurater 
of fables" about holy relics ; and the conduct of bishops was 
loudly condemned, who, when in want of money, placed an 
image in a desert, and persuaded the people that it wrought 
miracles. 

Although this state of the church, however, resembled so 
much that of Catholicism in the darker ages, the manners of 
the priesthood were modified by the peculiar position in which 
they were placed, and by the character of the nation. 

The upper clergy, being all monks of St. Basil, and eligible 
to the highest offices in 3ie church, were taken exclusively 
from the better classes ; and they were true " lords spiritual," 
with only the usual faults of their order — pride and ambition. 
As a specimen of the height to which these qualities had at- 
tained, it may be mentioned that an annual procession took 
place on Palm Sunday, in which the horse of the patriarch 
was led by the bridle by the Tsar in person, in his imperial 
robes and crown. At the close of the ceremony, the priest 
presented the monarch with two hundred rubles for his trouble, 

"The bishop," says the regulation of Peter the Great, 
" ought to command his servants to behave them orderly and 
eoberly in the cities and monasteries which he visits, and to 
commit no outrage ; especially not to exact from monks and 
popes too great a quantity of meat and drink for themselves, 
or of provender for their horses ; especially that they attempt 
not to rob, on the pain of being severely clTastised ; for the 
servants of bishops are usually a dissolute herd ; and when 
they observe their lord to have any authority, like wild Tatars, 
they impudently fall to pillage." 

At the time of Peter the Great, the spiritual pride engen- 
dered by such pow^r became so troublesome that, on the deaUi 
of the patriarch Adrian, in 1700, instead of appointing a suc- 
cessor, he named, pro tempore, an exarch, or viceregent. 
Havmg thus felt his way, he allowed the office to drop alto- 
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gether, appointing in lieu the Holy Synod, of which he con- 
stituted himself the president ; thus becoming, like the King 
of England, the head of the national church. As for the high 
clergy, they murmured very little. Carried on by the stream 
of civilization, they are now, like other persons of their class ; 
but with this difference, that, being monks, they do not mix 
in general society. 

The lower clergy,— the priests, or popes, as they are called, 
— are not only permitted, but enjoined to marry, and they are 
ineligible to the higher offices. . This being the case, they, 
of course, originate from the peasantry, and their vices are 
those of the vulgar. Their duty requires only the arts of 
reading and writing ; the sacred language is Slavonian, little 
different from the dialect of the common people ; and their 
families being intermixed with those of other persons of the 
same origin and station, they belong essentially to the inferior 
order of society. Earlier travellers, who are surprised at 
"the degraded state of the church," forget these circum- 
stances. The character they give of the popes is precisely 
the character they give of the common people, and it tnust 
necessarily be so. 

By the " Spiritual Regulation" already quoted, I find it was 
the custom for the choristers to sing several hymns at the 
same instant by way of saving time ; and for the priests, when 
summoned by sick persons of little consideration, to send them 
their prayers in thelhat of the messenger ! 

" A preacher has no need to tug and heave as though he 
,were tugging at the oar in a boat He has no need to clap 
his hands, to set his arms a-kimbo, nor to bounce or spring, 
nor to giggle and laugh, nor any reason for howlings and 
hideous lamentations." Surely, this beats Hamlet's directions 
to the players ! 

It was a very common custom for men to marry in fits of 
drunkenness ; and, in cases of this kind, the repentant sinners 
were admonished not to presume to espouse a second wife till 
they had laid the disaster before a pope: "fttt* if the priest 
himself,'^* goes on the regulation, " happen to be in the same 
predicament^ the matter must go before the Spiritual College.'* 

Many, it seems, thrust themselves into priests' orders for 
no other reason than to revel and debauch with impunity ; 
and the bishop was especially desired to ascertain, before or- 
daining priests, that they were not superstitious, nor vagrants. 
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M hnjBksten of jaaintg * Further, **they are not .only to •!)- 
. serve whether priests and d^^cons, and the iower ecciesiastiee, 
Sequent tiie steWs, or, being drutik^. hollow in the streets, or, 
what is WDTBe,, in tiieir drink whopp ft^id* hollow in the churob, 
&&., but^ w'hat is intolerable^ shameful, Whether they fight in 
the boiitUachnV^ This, (sl)ipax of immorality was a sort of 
^pparripg match with gloves fciight in the streets," of which th^ 
peasants were-tili lately extremely fond. 

rS^ph were th^,, numners of the peasants and the peasant- 
priests a very short time ago." During three -months^ which' I 
apent in Great Russia^ fr^uenting industriously^ every*£ind 
of assembly^ of the people, I. did hot see above half a dozen 
instances of intoxication ; and 1 nfiver, on any occasion, saw 
an ecclesiastic otherwise than respectahle either in his dress 
or conduct This, however, ia the progress ofi3iviliz«rtion un- 
oomiected with religion. A priest is' not the mor^esteAned 
because he is sober; and he is n6 more admitted now ihan he 
waa formerly to the tables of the upper classes. 

The (tusso-Greek church believeB in the doctrine of ti& 
-Triiiity, ^t diffefs freiia the Catholic w^ re^rd to what jk 
called the prbcession of the Holy Ghost. Tnft'tloly Ghost, 
accelrding to it; is derived firom tli^ Father alon^ and not from . 
the Fatider aad Son united ; a question iJiat. has been fiercelji^! 
and Abundantly argued ;ahd one very imporUmt, no doubt, to 
llie casuists. . • r ' 

The invocation of saints is enjoined^ as mediators, subordi- 
nate to Christ ;a&d the use of pictures permiltted,.for the sake 
of the ignorant,* a^d to assi^ the devotion of ^. This ^ per* 
mission,"^ hpvi^ever, 4t musts %e observed, has nothing to do 
with the essentials of the religion, . The wellrinformed alto- 

fether'<iisappTove of.such banbltesy and,-eve9 in the time of 
*eter the Great, his Synod petitioned to have them taken 
down ftom the^walls of the churches. .Peter, howev^, daring 
aa he was^ did not yenture oirsuch a step — it was as much as 
bis crown and life were worth. :Nicon,^the patriarch, was 
destroyed by his ^inti^erence with the gods of the people ; 
although it wentonly the length of correcting a^ mo^ laugH- 
able abuse. 

* These persons were dealers in the pictures of saiotff, which 
they were permitted to dispose of by w^y of barter, but not to sell 
fer • money. Late travellers say^ that this restriction is still in 
force; bat I saw no'dlSerence m such respect, even in- the ^'Holy 
City," Moscow, betWjBen the god*marl:et and the fish-market 
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It Vfds the-QUstom at that time for pictures to be brought to 
the churches^ and nailed to the walls by private individuals, 
whq still, however, insisted upon retaifaing a spiritual property 
in the- god. They pla<^d him there mereljr that he miffht 
enjoy a suitab^ temple, and had no notion of his dispensing liis 
fiivours to other people. When they detecteif a neighbour, 
therefore, in the fact of adorin? him, they were indignant at 
the dishonesty ; curses and reviBngs were sometimes follow^ 
, by severer r vengeance ; and ^ they even'souffht to recover 
damages for the pious roguery in the courts of law. 

These pictures were at length got rid of, on account of the 
, scandal they caused ; and the more enlightened -party in the 
church consoled theinselves with the idea, t)iat those which 
they were still obliged to endure did not come within the- 
meaning of the second qommandment, not being graven 
images. 

The mysteries, or .sacraments, are seven in number. ' 

Baptism takes place on the eighth day, and is held to be so 
important, that if a' priest cannot be got in time, it may be 
iidministered by aflj^body, and it is never, on anf account 
whatever, to be repeated. 

Chtism is an anointing with oil immediately after baptism, 
.and is called '* the seal of the gift of the Holy Ghost" The 
priest, in anointing the qfalM, makes the sign of the cross on 
his ^rehead, eyes, nostrils, mouth, ears, breast, hands, and 
feet, saying each time, " the seal of the gift of the Holy 
Ghost*' The child's hair is then cut cross-wise, the priest 
vnrappix^ up some locks in wax, and throwing them into the 
pond. £i seven davs the new Christian is brought back, and 
is publicly washed by^the'priest ' * 

In the Eucharist the doctrine of Transubstiihtiation is held. , 
The wine, however, must be mixed with wann water, the 
bread sopoed in the liquid, and both given together with a 
spoon. The priests, however, take the elements separately: 
The napkin spread upon the holy table must be consecrated 
by a bishop, and must hare some small particle of the reliques 
of a martyr mixed in the wj&b. 

The other sacrainents are. Confession, Ordination, Marriage, 
and the Holy Oil, or Extreme Unction^ 

Marriage is divided into two parts, now usually performed 
consecutively, the Espousals, and the Matrimonial Coronation. 
At the former the pri6st places rings upon the fingers of the 
two parties, with many prayers, and the paranymphus ex- 
changes them from one to the other. At the latter, the priest 
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crowns them (formerly with flowers,-now with a silver or tia 
ch)wn belongiDg to the church,) saying, ***^J'he servant of God 
— :is crowned for .the handmaid of God — in the name of the 
Father, the Son, arid the HcJy Ghost" The ' mutual cup is 
then given; and, walking thre^ times in a circle, their 
crowns are tal^en off, and they salute each other. In eight 
days they return to the church, and their crowns are '* dis- 
solved" hy prayer. 

The doctrine of predestination, which has so remarkable an 
-efiect oh the Russian character^ is t>retty nearly the same' as 
the dogma in the seventeenth article of the* Anglican church. 

The prayers*and service for the dead are i^erely a kind of 
commemoration of departed friends. There is no purgatory^ 
no indulgence,, no dispensations. When .a ^ilussian mes, the 
-priest comes and. reads a service over the body f, but in the 
case of a wealthy person, a succession of priests and clerks 
read ihe gospel and psalter all the time it remain?^ in the 
house, night and day. Funerals always take .place in the 
morning, and the mourners kiss either the body or the coffin. 
It was formerly the custom to provide this 'mute traveller 
with a pair of shoes for the journey, or a white handkerchief 
to wipe his face after arrival.' These observances are now 
done away with ; although in the Swedish provinces I believe 
it is still usual among the p^asaiftry to put a piece «f money 
into the. coffin. As for the passport with jiv];ii(;^ the dead is^ 
furnished by th$^ priest, the story has been refuted so often as 
to make it hardly necessary to say^ that the paper contains 
merely a pmyer and confession of &itfa. 

' -Some of the Russiaii dissenters are peculiarly wild in their 
notions. One sect forbids applicaticoi to worldly labour, that 
its members mayalwajrs be ready to receive the Holy Ghost 
when it ccxnes. There, is ai^other in which each man baptizes 
himself, from an idea that there is no one left on earth holy 
enough to |>erform the office. Some think that Anti-Christ 
is^come, and has put an end to all right^usness in the church; 
others consider it meritorious to terminate their lives by fast^^ 
ing: but the most numerous are the Old Ceremonialists and 
the Anti-Ceremonialists— those who wish to incorporate the 
rites of Judaism with the doctrin> of the New Testament, and 
those who wish to deprive Christianity of eveiy exteriftil form 
whatever. 

The Anti-Ceremonialists, who have, to a certain extent; . 
existed in all Christian countries in one s|ikpe or other, are 
the descendants, as they inform us, of S^rach, Meshach, 
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and Abednego, the three ** children*' who were thrown into 
the fire becaose they would not fall down and worship the 
golden image of Nebuchadnezzar. They will have no ikons, 
no ceremoniQ0, no churches, no appointed, days; for all times, 
all places, are'abke holy. They meet in one another's houses 
and sup together, like Christ and his disciples; praying, sin^- 
ing hymns, and expounding the Word. The women prea^ . 
as well as the men ; and when they pray, they pray standing, 
or sitting, or Imeeling, or lying, just as fency, convenience, 
or accident directs, for all postures are alike holy. ^ - 

They poeeess an things in common ; and the only punish- 
ment tiiey infliet 19 expulsion from their society. If any one 
seeks this voluntarily— even if ~a wife wishes to leave her 
husband, or a husband his wife, they give them -a share lof the 
public property, and bid them go in peace. The history of 
the Saviour is entirely symbolical: it has no meaning but in 
a spiritual sense. He must be begotten in us, be bom in us, 
.^w ui>in us, teach in us, suffer in us, die in us. Baptism 
is.ideHtiCid with regenerationi and it takes place inwardly. 
The Communion is received when the Word of God, which 
is Christ, sinks into the heart ; and as for bread- and wine, it 
is absurd to suppose that this can, be of use to anything^ bat 
the body. ^ 

Fasting from food is folly : to abstain from sin is the true 
ftst of the righteous. Marriage is not a sacrament: it is 
merely a verbal contract, by which a man and a womiEui pro- 
mise to live together. When seduction takes place, and the^ 
promise implied by it remains unfiilfiUed, the recusant party. 
IS expelled. Death is merely a change, and is no subject for 
mourning. The good will be rewarded and the bad pmiished 
in a future life. 

After this brief review- of the religion of the country, we 
may proceed 'with our as hasty glances at the- churches of 
St Petersburg. In ascending the Nevski Prospekt, we arrive 
at a superb semicircular colonnade, surmounted in the middle 

S' a com^l^tively pigmy dome. This is the Kazan church, 
e cathedral of the city, and in some respects one of the most 
beautiful modem buildings in Eurbpe. In the view, in which 
the reader will admire the consummate skill of the artist, a 
bridge, on the opposite Mde of the street is interposed, without 
impairing the effeet of the principal object • 

The body of the church Ifes parallel with the Nevski Pro- 
spekt, in the*fonirof a Latin cross; and thus one of the arms 
is towards the street This was not the &ult of the architect, 



^r it wa0 necessary that the eltar should point to the east; 
and yet, for the sakeiof the architecture of the city, it was 
also necessary that the grand fagade should &ce the street. 
Disregarding, lor this reason, the form of. the edifice, Vero* 
niiiiin boldly attached his colonnade to the northern arm of 
the cross ; where, therefore, is the great, door of the church, 
approached through the majestic avenue of columns, entered 
At either side by a superb portal. 

If the reUtive position of tiie principal parts of the building 
could be seen at once from the Nevski, the efiect would be 
destructive of that idea of order which is indispensable in 
edifices of this kind ; but fortunately, or perhaps intentionally, 
the columns are so thickly set as' cdmost to conce^ the body 
of the church, and thus Uiere'is very little to disturb our im- ' 
pressions of fitness and beauty. 

The misfortune is, liowever, that the architect, viisAe thus 
. changing his plan to suit. the nature of the ground, fofgot to 
coDSMer the efiect which the alteration wojild have on; the 
general proportions of the work: — for I cannot help imagining 
Qiat the ccdumns were «i after-thought, suggested not with 
reference to the church but to the street The dome, there- 
fore, ^hich would have been somewhat too small at any rate, 
when, vie wed as the centre of the vast colonnade becomes 
altogether ridiculous. ^ - 

l%e colonnade is formed of two double rows of Corinthian 
pillars of polished granite, the bases and capitals of which -are 
of cast iron. The pavement, to which you ascend -by steps, 
is of red granite within the columns, aiid of gray without. 
The portico is adomed^with a bronse statue at either side, one 
of the archangel Gabriel^ and the other of Michael ; and the 
door, imitated from that of the Cathedral of Florence, is like- 
wise of bronse, and very beautifuL 

But the. natural entrance of the building is by the western 
door, and there the interior presents itself m its greatest inag- 
nificence. The vault is semi-circular, and rests on a gild^ 
cornice, supported by fifty-six Corinthian columns and forty 
pilasters of red granite of enormous size, and of a polish equcd 
to that of marbte. The bases and capitals of these columns 
are of burnished brass ; while those of the pilasters, with that 
mixture of paltriness and grandeur >hich is conspicuous 
throughout the whole city, are made to correspond — ^with 
yellow paint ! At the &rther end, the ikonastas sparkles bril- 
liantly wit{i gold and gems, and pretty fiices of female saints 
looking out of draperies of gilded metal, richly framed. The 
.6* 
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doori attd,niils are of maseive silver. There are %wi pictare% 
and none, remarkable for either merit oc demerit. ^. 

The dome still appears small^ but not nearly so much so as 
when viewed from the outside. The pavemeiu; beneath, and, 
mdeed, throughout the church, is among the most beautiful I 
have ever seen, and is entirely formed of the jaspers and 
marbles of Olonetz and Siberia. The walls in different places 
are hung with banners and other trophies taken in battle^ No 
description in words, however, can convey any definite idea^ of 
such a scene, and the. pen willingly Ufansfers the ta^k tatfae* 
pencil. 

In this magnificent temple all who coine to worship iStand 
intermingled. In most other countries* the distinctionB ^f 
human society are as jealously kept up in the churches as in 
the palaces ; and there the house of God may truly be likened 
to the -kingdom of heaven, for in it are l&any mansions, tiere 
the lord and the bondman meet on equal t^rms, as men and 
brethren. The mujik turns his glowing eyes towards the altar 
through clouds of matted hair^ some rough sounds of f^yer 
come in whispers from his lips; and, fiilling down upon, his 
fifbe, he strikes th^ marble pavement with his forehead. The 
drapery of another devotee mingles with' his eoarse sdtments 
in me crowd; anoth^ brow touches the earth cm uie same 
spot; the breath of prayer and praise-from other lips blends 
with his, and rises to heaven at the same instant The dra- 
pery is of silk; the brow sparkles with gems: his fellow* 
worshipper is a princess. The. two leave the temple side by 
side ; the one as conscious as the other that inthe holy place 
there is no master but One. At the iooie the scene changes 
instantaneously. They are again in the world. The princess 
raises her haughty head, or bends it with graceful condescen- 
sion ; and the poor mujik, clasping his hiuds upon his chesty 
bows his. body almost to the ear& before her who but a mo- 
ment before was his equal and his sister. 
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HONAStERIES — ^PALACES— *TSB NEY^ 

Monkirtery of Saint Alexander Nevskcn-^its origin — slngolar C(> 
loaring— description of the principal church — stupendoiur silver 
shrine of the Seant^-^the cemetery and its monaments-?-Ru8siaB 
monks and nun»*vthc Neva and the Neva water — Smolnoijno- 
nastery — singalar mixture of the mean and the grand — Taurida 
palace — -g^antic hall half a mile in circumferences-Catharine 
IX. and Potemkin — Marble palace-^the ^rtress and the church 
of Saint -Peter and Saint Paul — extraordinary ezi^oit of a mujik. 

Tss-Nevski Proepelrt, setting out from the Admiralty 
Sqpftre, forofis the cord of a bow, or rather the base of an irre- 
guhur triangle, made by one of the windings of the Neva. Its 
length is nearly two miles and a half, and during a considera- 
ble portion of this distance it is' lined with distinguished build- 
ings. Towards the end, where it is jnst about reachiiig the 
river again, stands the Monastery of Saint Alexander Nev»- 
koi ; to whose shrine I bent my steps after leaving the Kazan 
church. 

Alexander. larbslavicfa was Qrand Duke of Novgorod in the 
thirteenth century, and the 'Swedes were at that time the 
** natural enemies*' of th^ country. In 1241 King Eric the 
Great sailed up the Neva in a fleet conveying an army com- 
poeed of Swedes and Livonians, the latter being the forces of 
the Brothers of the Sword. At the confluence of the Neva 
with the Ijora he was met by Alexander, and totally defeated. 
The conqueror afl«r his. death was canonized by the church, 
and received the title of Nevskoi — ^Saint Alexander of the 
Neva— to perpetuate the memory of his victory. 

When Peter the Great had performed simdar exploits at 
the same place, and against the same enemies, it is no wonder 
that he recurred with profound respect to the memory of 
^exander — that the bones of the Saint were brought with 
distinguished honour to the banks of the Neva — and that a 
rich monastery ^on rose upon the spot Peter, however^ did 
' not remember, nor do I find the iact alluded to by subsequent 
writers,' that at the epoch of this victory, although the Rus- 
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sians were fighting against the Swedes, they were the abject 
slaves of the Tatars; and that after Alexander's accession to 
the crown, no prince could be more abject than he. 

Within the walls of the monastery there are ten places of 
worship, although many of them hardly deserve the name of 
churches. In three of these service is regularly performed ; 
and the. principal temple is a very remarkable edifice. It 
forms the centre of one side of an almost square figure, the 
olJier side consisting of low buildings which are the rest of 
the churches, the palace of the Archbishop of Kazan, and the 
cells and halls of the monks. 

The &9ade of the church is chaste and beautifiil, with a 
simple Doric portico ; and above these rise two thick towers, 
with a large dom^ behind. The towers are ornamented with 
square, and the dome with round pilasters ; the Corinthum 
capitals of which are jet black, while the rest of tli.e building 
is snow white ! The other sides of the square, with the ex- 
ception of the .window cases, which are wnite, are blood red ! 

On entering the church, however, you forget these oddities 
without It IS strikingly elegant, and wants only more space 
to be grand. Its form is, on a small scale, that of the cathe- 
diral, but the dome is better proportioned to the size of the 
building. The gates of the ikonastas are of gilded metal, in 
open work, richly interspersed with small paintings. The 
sanctum, unlike those of the other Greek churches, .is entered 
also by side avenues patent to the public ; but they disclose 
little else than the customary pyx on its ornamented table, 
surmounted by the peristerium. Behind this is a semicircle of 
huge columns, and a painting of little value by Raphael Mengs. 

in the open part of the church, on the right as you fiice me 
altar, is the tomb of Saint Alexander, with a large sarcophar 
gus of silver, sculptured in has relief with battle pieces. At 
each side is a trophy of military arms, and behind an altar — 
the whole of silver. In all thi&the details are so minute, and 
the ornaments so light and numerous; that the efiect i^ frit- 
tered away into mere gaudiness. With such a prodigious 
mass of silver to work upon, an artist of taste would have 
made one of the most splendid monuments in the world. A 
silver chandelier, notwithstanding, hanging from. the roof near 
the door, is a masterpiece of elegance. The columns through- 
out the church are . handsome, and of as beautiful marble — as 
a painter, with A pot of white and blue paint, can be reasona- 
bly expected to manufacture. 
Near tiiis building, there is a small church where ftre the 
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fnonuments of many illustrious Russian femilies ; and close 
by, a churchyard thickly strewn with the bones of the mighty 
djead— and of the mean. The area is small, but so crowded 
with little monuments of the ambitious class, that it looks like 
a Lilliputian Pere .la Chaise. These monuments consist of 
columns, urns, sarcophagi, statues, &c. &c., 153 w of any merit, 
but all of great pretensions. Most of the marble and granite 
of whicli they are composed is already splitting and crumbling 
away ; as if the frifends of the beloved dead had studied econo- 
my in the materials as well as in this execution. 

The monTis, clad in black robes, with a black veil hanging 
.down from the back of the cap, look well fed and respectable. 
They had a listlesj and idle gait, however, like men who 
were fatigued Vith doing nothmg. I do not know how far 
the regulation^ of Peter the Great was carried into effect, 
*^ that Sie archimandrite by no means suffer monks to be idle, 
but find l^em some daily busuiess; and it Were not amiss to 
teach them a trade, to wit, joiner's work, or painting of images, 
and the' like, which a mon^ may be allowed to do ; and 
monkesses, or nuns, to knit, sew, or weave lace, fee." A few 
nuns are occasionally seen in St Petersburg ; but these are 
all from the interior. They stand at the doors of the churches, 
begging mutely for their convents. 

^ H&iving left the monastery, instead of returning to the centre 
of tiie town by land, I took a boat and descended the Neva* 
This glorious river is perhaps the t)hly object in St Peters- 
burg whose beauty and grandeur are wholly unmiited with 
meanness and bad taste. Even the granite quays, the most 
magnificent in Europe, seem to be a proof that the architects 
of the city received a peculiar influence from thegeni&sof 
the Neva, and were tifi^id to approach the stream with any 
tiling &ntastic or ignoble. 

To drink the water of the river is worth a journey to Russia 
of itself It is the most delicious draught imaginable, and has 
besides a medicinal property fevoutable to most constitutions. 
Strangers, indeed, are cautioned against using it too freely ; 
but in my own ease^ although I drank of it almost to excess, I 
' found no bad effects whatever, it .is found on analysis, to 
eontain much carbonic acid, without any metallic parts except 
a scarcely perceptible quantity of common salt 

After a pleasant sail I was tempted to land for the purpose 
of visiting the Smolnoi Monastery. This building is seeii at 
a great distance, and the voyager on the river is tantalized by 
its apparent propinquity long before he approaiches it The 
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bodj of the edifice reflembles a single tower of enormons 
thickness, sunnounted by one large dome, and four small 
onion-shaped cupolas, all glittering with golden stars on a 
blue ground^ and their spires, or spikes, covered with golden 
omatoents. The effect notwithstanding is far from being 
vulgar; for the temple is as white as snow, and all this finery 
is in keeping. 

I observed here a very curious instance of the mixture of 
.the mean and gorgeous, which I have noticed in a greater or 
less degree in almost all the public buildings of the metropolis. 
A balustrade runs rpund the top pf the main building, at Least 
in firon^ and appears to form part of the stonework. This, 
however, is nothing else than a thin board^painted dud shaded 
80 as to resemble the bulbHshaped rails common 4n similar 
works. Having ascertained that I was not mistaken, it oc< 
curred to me tluit this strange ornament might have been pat 
up in a temporary manner, merely with the view of trying the 
effect ; but, unfortunately, it exactly corresponds in apparent 
age and colour with the rest of the edifice. 

The interior was undergoing some repairs which prevented 
me fix>m entering ; but I understand it presents nothing re- 
markable. From this main point, vast curving wings extend 
at either side, till they almost meet i^t a considerable distance 
from the body of the edifice. The whole is now occupied by 
the Communaut6 des Demoiselles Nobles, an establishment of 
education already amply described by former travellers. 
' As the winding of the Neva at this place presented nothing 
(^interest, I dismissed my boat, and walked onwards firom the 
monastery in a straight line for nearly half a mile. I vms 
here arr^ed by the appearance of a building fronting the 
river at a little distance from the brink, with a very long, low 
facade, a simple Doric portico, and a large doma This I was 
told was the Tauradi Palace ; and very different, indeed, did 
it appear, firom the gigantic associations that were connected 
in my mind with the name. 

On entering, however, I was completely reassured ; and I 
felt that the eulogiums of travelle]:s, however incorrect in 
detail, were not exaggerated with regard to e^ct The ves- * 
tibule of the grand hall is a circular apartment, with the dome 
for its roof, supported by white columns. From this you pass 
into the hall itself, not byNi door, but between the columns, 
and a scene opens, such as probably the visiter never before 
beheld, and never will again. 

The hall, at the side of which you enter, is two hundred 
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and fifty-one feet long, the roof supported by sixty-four co- 
lumns of the Romim Ionic, more than ten feet in circumfe- 
rence. These columns are disposed in a double row running^ 
along each side ; but, when your eye comes to calculate the 
breadth, it loses itself in an area beyond the opposite row as 
great as^ the one within. These two spaces have been de» 
scribed by travellers as the Hall and the Winter Garden ; but, 
in reality, they form a' single gigantic apartment, only divided 
by the pillars that were necessary to support the roof. The 
breadth of the whole, from the vestibule to the further side of 
the Winter Garden, is one hundred and sixty-seven feet To 
go round this apartment, therefore, is to walk within forty-four 
jrards of half a mile ! 

The ceiling unfortunately is flat A vaulted roof, or, ra- 
ther, two vaults meeting at the columns, would have made 
the Taurida Palace not merely grand and noble, but sublime. 
Storch says, that the columns are under the form of palm trees, 
which is a mistake. In the compartment called the Winter 
Garden .there are poles placed among the trees, surmounted 
by crimson-coloured glass lamps ; but the *^ extensiyeness" of 
this garden, and its ** winding and undulating walks,*' are 
manifestly exaggerations, altogether uncalled for. The 
•♦magnificent lustres of cut-glass," described* by travellers, 
ha^e notv dwindled into chandeliers of wood, ornamented with 
tin leaves; and the silken curtains, festeons, and mirrors, 
mentioned by Tboke, have altogether disappeared. TTie 
Garden is not semi-circular, as this writer asserts, but of die 
same form as the Hall, only wanting the semicircular ends. 
The statues still exist, and are in general indifferent copies 
of the antique ; and in the vestibule may still be seen, " miur 
gled," as Sir Robert Ker Porter says, •• in monstrous aesocia- 
tion — modem ill-feshioned Cupids, negroes, fantastic heads, 
and hideous pedestals of fifty-coloured marble." 

This Dsdace was built by Catharine 11. for her lover Pptem- 
kin; ana it was here he gave a feast to his imperial mistress, 
which has often been described. On this occasion the illus- 
trious savage was on the pinnacle of his glory, beyond which 
hope itself could not soah Catharine, enchanted with the 
wonders of tiie scene, and desiring to evidence her friendiship 
for its master, had remained long after her usual time of re- 
tiring frctoi public. On a new swell of music, as a hymn to 
her own praise burst upon her ear, she turned round in emo- 
tion to the prince. Potemkin sank upon his ^ees, seized 
her hand, and wept 
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They were, perhaps, the first.team which ihode pro^ and . 
stem eyes had ever shed. But now, all waa lUMXHnplished : 
his destiny was fulfilled; he felt as if he had lived lon^ 
enough. He left St Petersburg soon after, with a presenti- 
ment that he rfiould never return. At the Congress of Yaasy 
he was attacked, with an epidemical fever ; and, on leaving 
that place, ^e alighted from his carriage, in the middle of the 
road, laid himself down under a tree, and died. 

In proceeding to the centre of the city in a straight line 
from the Taurida Palace, the next remarkable^ building which 
arrested my progress was the Marble Palace. 

Mr. Rae. Wil^n says of this palace, th^it it may be ranked 
in point of elegance, next to the imperial one : but the impe- 
rial one, he tells us, is '* by no means an elegant specimen of 
architecture.". Other writers, however. Are* more compli- 
mentary. Its grandeur, they say, is unparalleled in Europe ; 
and Tooke declares its magnificence to be such, " that it ne- 
ver fails tQ remind the beholder who sees it for the first time, 
of what he has read in the Arabian Nights, fairy and genii 
tales, and the like." 

This edifice forms three sides of a^'quadrangle, the central 
one surmounted by a sort of belfry, with a clock. The door 
is small, mean, and paltry, to the last degree, aoi^ certainly 
would not be considered at all ornamental to a respectable 
private house. The lower story is- of granite, and the super- 
structure of gray marble,, adorned with columns of red marble. 
Were it not for the door, however, which is singularly poor, 
it might justly be termed, on a front view, a handsome build- 
ing: but I cannot say more. 

The windows are tinusually flat, the glass bein^ very little 
removed from the surface of the wall; and this, together 
with the form of the edifice, makes it appear, V(rhen viewed 
from any otiier direction than the front, like a hii^e, square 
box. In the interior, everything is petite. The entrance- 
hall is not so spacious as that of most gentlemen's houses ; 
the multiplicity of columns and statues there, and on the 
stairs, rather injures the effect than otherwise. These are of 
marble, and the walls scagliola, but the latter so much injured 
from damp and neglect aslo look like common plaster. 

The hall and staircase are entire ; the rest of the interior 
ruins. I ascended without any other interruption than a stare 
of inquirer and surprise from the sentries stationed with fixed 
bayonets in the court and at the door; and the flapping of 
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wings above my head inoclauiied that doves, if not owlsi now 
pooeted in the chambers of princes. 

During the reign of 'Paul, the Marble Palace waB inhabited 
by the King of Poland till his death. I am only surprised 
that the progress of decay has been so rapid in so short a 
time. 

It is rather odd that the front of sa costly a building should 
not have been made to face the river, close to which it stands. 
The view from this spot is very fine ; and the f'ortress di- 
rectly m front, on the opposite side, appesured so tempting to 
my curiosity, that I took boat and embarked again. 

As a fortress, this place can be of no practical utility; but 
its strong walls, notwithstanding, rising from the water's 
edge, serve to give a military character to the scene. The 
church of Saint I^eter and Saint Paul within the precincts, is 
remarkable as containing the tombs of the emperors ; and it 
is also remarkable for its spire, the loftiest in St. Petersburg. 

Just beyond a rostral column, an arm of the river sweeps 
past the Exchange, to enter speedily the Gulf of Finland ; 
and in front, at some distance, rising from the main body of 
the stream, but near the bank, is seen the fortress, and the 
tall, slender spire of Saint Peter and Saint Paul. An anec- 
dote connected with this church, and not yet known, I believe, 
out of Russia, is too remarkable to be omitted. It places in a 
conspicuous point of view that spirit of almost absuhl daring 
^ which I have already mentioned as one of the peculiarities of 
the Jiational character; and, in fiict, the incident could not, I 
thinks by possibility, have occurred inmny other country. 

The ^pire, which rise&— 

** . l ofty, and light, and small,'* 

and is properljr represented as fiiding away almost into a point 
in the sky, is, in reality, terminated by a globe of considerable 
dimensions, on which an angel stands, supporting a large 
cross. This angel, less respected by the weather than per- 
haps his holy character deserved, fell into disrepair; and ~ 
some suspicions were entertained that he ilesl^ed revisiting, 
uninvoked, the suri^e of the eartk The afl^ caused some 
uneasiness, and the government at length became seriously 
perplexed. To raise a scafiblding to such a height would 
have cost more money than all the angels out of heaven were 
worth; and, meditatmg fruitlessly on these circumstances, 
without being able to resolve how to act, a considerable time, 
was suffered to elapse^ 

7 
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Amon^ the crowd of gazera below* Who daily tamed their 
eves and their thoughts towards the angel^ was a miijik called 
Telouchkine. This man was 4 roofer of houses (a slater, as 
he would be called in a country where slates are used,) 
and his speculations by degrees assumed a more practical 
character than the idle wonders and conjectures of the rest of 
the crowd. The spire was entirely covered with sheets of 

^ gilded copper, and presented a surface to the eye as smooth 
as if it had been one thass of burnished gold. But Telouch- 
kine knew that it was not one mass of anything 'r that the 
sheets of copper were not even uniformly. closed upon each 
other ; and above all, that there were large nails used to &sten 
them, which projected from the sides of the spire. 

Having meditated upon these circumstances till his mind 
was made up, the mujik went to the government, and c^er^ 
to repair the angel, without scaffolding, and without assist- 
ance, on condition of being reasonably paid for the time ex- 
pended in the labour. The ofier was accepted ; fi^r it was 
made in Russia, and by a. Russian. . - 

On the day fixed for the adventure, Telouchkine, provided 
with nothing more than a coil of cords, ascended the spire in 
the interior to the last window. Here he looked down at the 
concourse of people below, and up at the glitterinff " needle," 
as it is called, 'tapering &r away above his head. But his 
heart did not fail him, and stepping gravely out upon the 
led?e of the window, he set about his task. 

He cut a portion of the cord in the form of two long stirrups, 
with a loop at each entf. The upper loops he fastened upon 
two of the projecting nails above his head, and placed his feet 
in the others. Then, digging the finders of one hand into the 
interstices of the sheets of copper, he raised up one of his 
stirrups with the other hand, so as to make it catch a nail 
higher up. The same operation he performed On behalf of 
the other leg, and so on alternately. And thus he climbed, 
nail by nail, step by step, stirrup by stirrup, till his starting- 
post was undistinguishable from the golden surface, and the 

' spire had dwindled, and dwindled, and dwindled in his em- 
brace, till he could clasp it all round. 
So far, so well. Bjut he had now reached the ball — a globe 

- of between nine and ten feet in circumference. The angel, 
the object of his visit, was above this ball, and even coucealed 
from his view by its smooth, round, and glittering expanse. 
'Only fancy the wretch at that moment, turning up his grave 
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^yes, and graver beard, to an obstacle that seemed to defy the 
daring and ingenuity of man 1 

Bat Telouchkine was not dismayed. He was prepared for 
the difficulty ; and the means^^ which he essayed to sur- 
mount .it exhibited the same pr^^otM sknplicity as the rest 
of the feat 

Suspending himself in his stirrups, he girded the needle 
with a cord, the ends of which he fastened roimd his waist;' 
and so supported, he leaned gradually back till the soles of 
his ieet were planted against the spire. In this position he 
threw, by a strong efi^rt, a coil of cord over the ball ; and so 
Coolly and accurately was the aim taken, that at the first 
trial it fell in the required direction, and he saw the end 
hang down on the opposite side. 

To draw himself up into his original position ; to fasten the 
cord firmly round the globe ; and with the assistance of this 
auxiliary to climb to the summit— were now an easy part 
of his task ; and in a few minutes more Telouchkine stood by 
the side of the angel, and listened to the shout that burst like 
sudden thunder from the concourse below, yet came to his 
ear only like a &int and hollow murmur. 

The cord, which he had now an opportunity of listening 
properly, enabled him to descend with comparative &cility ; 
and the next day he carried up with him a ladder of ropes, by 
means of which he found it easy to effect the necessary re- 
pairs. 



•sp 
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THE BXdHANOB, &C-^HONVMBfiT8 — ^PAINTIlfOS. 

The Exchange and the rostral columns — ^Academy of Sciences'— 
Mosei^m— cast of the fiice of Peter the Great taken after death 
— sign of the Czar of Muscovy, public-hous^ in London-<-A(^de. 
my of Arts — Bruloff*s celebrated picture of the Last Days of. 
Pompeii — Admiralty Square — monument to Peter the Gueat — 
Admiralty — camel n>r floating bhips of the line down the Neva 
— ^Winter Palace — Hermitage — ^paintings — Catharine's dining- 
room — jrules of her society— Alexandrine, column. 

. iNSTBAir of returning directly across the river from the for- 
tress — ^the r^tder is requested to proceed by water to the Ex- 
change, that columned building in front. 

The facade is formed by a vast and beautiful Doric colon- 
nade, surmounted by a suitable entablature; but this is 
encuiiibered and crushed by what looks like the roof and part 
of the wall of an enormous house. The interior,- however, is 
grand and imposing. A rostraji column^t each side near the- 
river, from which the edifice retires a little way, is to my 
taste a grievous deformity. 

Near the Exchange, proceeding along the quay, is the 
Academy of Sciences, founded in 1720 by Peter the Great ; 
with a Museum w:hich must be considered still in its infancy^ 
and even with this apology is> by no means Worthy of the 
country. A cast of Peter's own face, taken after- death, is 
perhaps one of the best things in it The severe sagacity of 
expression of this Wonderful savage, seems to haveiteen tamed 
and softened by the touch of a still grimmer king than he, and 
the change gives more of human interest There is besides a 

Eortrait, by " an out-of-doors artist" — ^the sign-board of a public 
ouse in Tower Street, London, where Peterivent sometimes 
to drink on Jiis way to work. The landlord, whose name was 
Edward Wild, on discovering the rank of his guest, hung up 
his portrait at the door, and re-baptized his house " The Czar 
of Muscovy." , I believe it was the Emperor Alexander who 
devoutly transferred the relic to St Petersburg. 
A huge elephant, brought to the Tsar in 1713 by the Persian 



UmbiGidsador, is seen here stuffed, and in good preservation. 
When coinin£f through Afitrakan, the astonished people fell 
down before^his undreamed-of monster, and worshipped him 
as a god ; but soaa after arriving in Russia his mortal nature 
was sufficiently proved by jiis &lling a victim to the climate. 
The mammoth standing near him, in the skeleton; did not 
prove to be so enormous an animal as I was prepared to ex- 
pect It must be recollected, however, that he wants the 
thickness of the muscle, flesh, fiit, and skin enjoyed by his 
neighbour. Perhaps it is needless to say, that he is not quite 
a genuine mammoth. Many of the parts are manu&ctured 
from analog with the others: but 8till,^from the numerous 
i^cimens both here and at Moscow, it is impossible to doubt 
that a great portion is now found of this creature, who has 
vanish^ away, leaving only his hemes for a monument to tell 
that he once lived, and' moved, and had his being upon the 
earth. After the elephant and mammoth may be mentioned the 
giant of Peter the Great, who, like the former animal, is 
stuffed in his skin. This hideous and horrible object is now 
stowed away in a dimly-lighted cellar, where only such prying 
persons as myself are likely to find him. 

One of the objects, and the first, I believe, which was pre- 
sented to the institution, is the branch of a tree in the form of 
a bow with the cord and arc distinct This, however, is 
common in the forests of Russia. I have mvself repeatedly 
seen pines with but one stem for several feet from the ground, 
then separating into two for man^ feet more, and then uniting 
again, and forming one tall majestic tree. One might ima- 
gine that there were two vegetable lives in a single body, 
striving to separate, and for a time effecting their deliverance, 
yet eventmilly compelled by an irresistible fate to re-unite. 
Occasionally, however, the efforts of imprisoned nature are 
more successful. The two particles of life shoot up in one 
trunk till they have gained a certain degree of strength, and 
then slojvly and gradually diverge into distinct trees. I 
wi^ed much to see the stem of one of these double trees 
when sawed near thd ground, but never had an opportunity. 

The Academy of Arts — to which I had the advantage of 
being conducted by M. Sincofski the well known journalist — 
is at some distance farther on, and is j^renerally reported by 
connoisseurs to be the most perfect building in this city. Witli 
submission, however, I think that the Doric portico in the 
centre is not in proportion with the rest of the edifice. Had 
the curved line which it forms been produced in its whole 
7* 
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length horizontally, this discrepancy would not have existed ; 
hut as it is, unless the spectator stands very near, his eye 
cannot make allowance for the real magnitude ef the portico, 
and thus the effect of the whole is injured. Let any one stand 
on the opposite bank of the river, which is the proper point of 
view, and this circutnstance cannot &il to strike him. 

The only remarkable work of art I observed in the place, 
and perhaps the only remarkable specimen of Russian art in 
existence, was BrulofTs famous picture, of the Last Days of 
Pompeii It is easier to abuse a piece of this kind than to 
criticise itl It belongs to the romantic school of art ; and the 
conventional language of connoisseurshipr only applies to the 
classic, for and by which it was formed. There is nothing 
like this picture in existence. It stands alone for good taSi 
had ; and the conception is not more remarkable 4n both ways 
than the execution. 

The foreground is illumined by lightning and the back 
ground by fire; but vou see the one throu^ the other, and 
bolii become more ghastly by the union. The technical ob- 
jections to this mode of lighting the scene I dono^ understand, 
as I am not a comioisseur; but it struck me that it was not 
sufficiently evident how and whence came the preternatural 
glare shed over the figures. There are three groups of these 
that seem to stand out of the canvass. On the left a man and 
a woman crouching, as t^ey fly, under a cloak to preserve 
them fix)m the burnrngf, withefmgr shower ; in the middle a 
dead mother, and her heautiful child looking round in inno- 
cent consternation ; and towards the right a man and a boy 
piously engaged in carrying an old man away with them from 
the fiital spot 

The liimw of the la»t group present the most extraordmary 
specimen I- ever saw of t£e effisMcts which may be |Troduced by 
colours alone, without the aid of ariiacial light. Even when 
within a very few feet from the picture you can hardly per- 
suade yourself that it is a plain surface, or that you cannot 
** catch the strong fellow by the leg." This most daring and 
original work is m many places slovenly and unfinished ; bat 
wiuiall its fiuilts-^and. Uieir name is legion — it bears the 
stamp of genius, and the connoisseurs may say what they 
will. 

Between the Academy of Sciences and that of Arts, the 
laaak's bridge leads across the river to that grand centrical 
square, round which I have been hoveHng so long.' It is 
usually divided into three squares, or places (plochchad in 
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Rnssian,) Uiat belonging to the palace, to the Admilralty, and 
to the statue of Peter the Great ; but as the whole form a 
single oblong square, vdthout v^y real divisions, it is "better 
for the sake of simplicity to regard it as one — the heart of the 
city. » 

This immense oblpn^ area runs parallrel with the river, 
which forms one of its sides; while the opposite side is bound- 
in by the palace of the Etat Major, the War Office, and the 
new Isaak*s church. The north-eastern angle is closed by a 
canal ; and the north-western by the palace of the Senate, and 
that of the Holy Synod. Within the area, arid built upon the 
river^ side, stand the Admiralty, the Winter palace, and the 
Hermitage ; the first of these buildings occupying the greater 
port of the entire length. " ' ' ' 

On landing fix)m the Isaak's bridge— and the word landing 
is well applied, since it is a bridge of boats — ^the monument of 
Peter the Great arrests the attention; and the visiter, on en- 
tering the finest quarter of St Petersburg, does homage to 
the foun4er of the city. 

The statue is seen onithe left of the bridge, appearing in 
relief against the distant columns of the new and unfinished 
Isaak's church. Btill farther to th^ left are the vast buildings 
of the Admiralty, which occupy the whole, of the rest of the 
space. The monument of Peter, every body knows, derives 
a ^eat portion of its reputation from tiie rock which serves 
as a pedestal for the^questrian figure. It is in the form of a 
precipice; and the horseman, who has just attained the 
erunmdit, sits calmly and majestically on the paddle, while his 
steed is careering on its hind legs. Beneath, trampled under 
foot, is a hug:e serpent, which* being connected, although 
hardly perceptibly, with the flowing taS of the animal, assist^ 
in maintaining the equilibrium of t£e statue. ■ . . 

The rock was found near the village of Lachta in Carelia, 
eleven versts distant firom St Peter^urg. It lay, huge and 
solitary, in a morass on the Gulf of Finland. No other stone 
was near, nothing which could account for its presence, or 
claim geological kindred with its substance. It was a curi- - 
osity and a wonder in itself; and looked as if it had been 
turned out of thejhands of nature, expressljr, for the monument 
of a giant It was chiefly formed of granite; but contained 
besides ciystals, agates, topazes, ^cornelians, amethysts^ ^c. 
&c. — ^in short it Was a miracle. No vestiges of these riches, 
it must be owned, are now to be seen — at least they are not 
discernible firom the rails which surround the monument ; but 
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hi eoirobotation^ I ma^r mention that Mr. W. Richardson, who 
travelled there in 1784, informs us that onyx earrings, sleeve- 
buttons, &Cw Were made from the fr^ments of this stone, and 
Were very beautiful from the high.pmish they took. 

' The original dimensions were forty-two feet long, twenty- 
one high, and thirty-four bro^d. _These I receive from Tooke, 
since he is invested with historical dignity ; but travellers are 
not agreed in this case, any more than others, even in matters 
of fact. A road was tnade from the.ispot where the colossus 
lay to the water's ed^e ; and then brass slips were inserted 
under the stone, which was to roll upon cannon balls in metal 
grooves. In this manner was a weight of between fourteen 
and fifteen hundred tons, conveyed to .the Gulf,.drawn by 
windlasses worked by five hundred men ; and there it was 
embarked for . St Petersburg in cameZ^, a species of vessel 
which will be hereafter described. 

' If the French artist Falconet had let this work ^f . na^ture 
alone, simply placing his own on the summit, aU would have 
been well. It was necessary, however, to cut, and to cai*ve, 
and to polish, and to make so rude aihd saVage a^ mass look 
pretty and polite. The consequence was that the stone was 
irreparably spoiled. Its size, in wbich consisted a great part 
of its grandeur, was much diminished ; and the effect of this 
paltry and effeminate chisel- has been, to ^ive the rock the 
appearance of having been scooped and sliced"^ with a knife. 
Nothing, of course, can restore the magnificence it has lost ; 
but if somebodv was to round the edges of these scoops and' 
slices, on andieneath'the summit^ it would become le^s pre- 
cise, and look like a clifi* which had been worn away by the 
waves. 

It is usually said that this pedestal is formed of a single^ 
block of stone. In reality, however, it is in three pieces; 
although the middle one contains the vast bulk of the mass. 
It is sufficiently evident that the fragment at what may be 
called the tail of the stone, formed originally a part of it, and 
was broken by accident ; but the other, in front, an immense 
mass under the summit of the cliff, appears to me to exhibit a 
considerable difference in composition and even in colour. 

With regard to the figures, I can only join in the eulogium 
bestowed by other travellers. The metal of which they are 
formed is principally copper, with some tin and zinc, and the 
weight of the whole is forty-four thousand and forty-one 
pounds, not includmg ten thousand pound weight of iron in- 
serted in the hinder part of the horse to preserve the equi- 
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pcnge* The figure of the Emperor is eleven feet high^ and 
that of the horse seventeen feet The cost of the whole 
work amounted to eighty-l&ve thousand pounds. 

On one side of the space in which the monument stands, 
are the palaces of the Senate and Synod ; and on the other, 
the 80uth-weeitetnjwin£' of the Admiralty. The two fonner 
building are chiefly distinguished for those Brobdignagian 
dimensions which in general characterise tke public offices of 
this colossal empire. In the' confertoce-hall of the Senate 
th^re are preserved in a silver shrine the laws of Catharine 
BL, said to be in her own hand- writing. 

The Admifaltv is not only the iai^est but perhaps the -finest 
building in St. Petersburg. The immense length of the prin- 
cipal fiigade, however, rather injures the ef^t than other- 
wise ; and, in &ct, it might serve to ferm three distinct &* 
gades, one in the middle and one at each end. The middle is 
nether so simple, nor to my taste, so.beautiftd aB the others; 
but- it is massive and imposing, and even the colossal statue,, 
at each side of the gate, beanng the celestial and. terrestrial 
globes, are not out of keeping. Above the gate is a massive 
I>oric entablature; from which rises the tower, surrounded 
by a gallery supported by Ionic columns, and surmounted by 
a dome, cupola, and spire, the three last covered with plates 
offing gold. ' " , ■ 

The iagade at either end (still to consider them distinct) is 
separated firom the centre one by a range of building only one 
story high, with attic,. and of immense len^. They consist 
of a Doric portico for the c6ntre-piece, wim- a pediment orna- 
mented at each angle with a statue, and on either side a Doric 
colonnade. The whole is chaste and elegant; but perhapa 
the pediment is a little more charged which scul{)ture than 
saits'the graceful simplicity of the order to which it belongs. 
This,^ however, is a fault so common, evOii in buildings of uie 
highest rank, as scarcely to be considered one at all. The 
p^iment seems naturally to. belong to the sculptor as a field 
fi)r the exercise of his art, without reference to the building 
of which it is a component part. The Admiralty was for- 
merly defended by a ditch and ramparts,, but instead of these, 
tiiere is now a promenade, planted with small trees, and 
called the Boulevards. 

When Peter the First determined to make St Petersburg a 
ereat naval station, he seemed to treat with equal contempt 
the obstacles interposed by nature and by man ; and his suc- 
cessors, either from pious respect to his memory, or firom 
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royal obetmaey, adhere to this day to his plans. Ships of the' 
line are still built at the Admiralty— which a ves&el drawing 
nine feet of water can neither approach nor leave' I A late 
writer saya seventeen feet, which is perhaps a mistake of the 
press. 

When the ship is built, the question is how to get her 
down the river : and the task is always diMcult and expen- 
sive, although performed with ffreat ingenuity. A Vessel 
is brought to the building-yard, called a ctmiel, and which may 
be described as a huge hollow box. It is then filled widi wa- 
ter, and sunk so fkr that on its sides being opened its enor- 
mous cargo may be floated into it The box, which contains 
the entire bottom of the ship, is then screwed up, and pumped. 
As the water goes out the machine rises; till at length it 
floats so hi^ as to be able to get over the bar, and deliver 
this strange passenger in triumph to the Gulf of Finland^ 

After traversing the line formed by the facade of the Ad- 
miralty, and which would of itself form a very tolerable fore- 
noon's walk for a lady, the Winter Palace presents, itself — 
opposite the notth-CHist side of the former edifice. This impe- 
rial abode may be called antique for St Pete'rsburg, having 
heen built by the Empress Elizabetii ; and it is remarkable 
for its size, its dingy colour, and its bad taste. It consists of 
two stories above the vaults, ornamented with columns nearer 
the Cobsposite than any other order ; the uf^fter resting on a 
huge square block of stone, and the lower with scarcdy any 
ba»B at all. . -" ^ 

The interior of this palace is truly worthy of ii monarch. 
It has been fiiUy described, however, by a writer who is fond 
of kings and courts, and in whose eyes emperors and em- 
presses, and all things pertaining thereto, af e something more 
than eardily. I qnestbn whether there is any prince in Eu- 
rope better lodged than the Emperor of Russia — and certainly 
no one can have a finer crown. Such a blaze of brilliants I 
never saw before 1 The imperial clmpel, although a Uttle 
gaudy, is exquisitely beautiful. 

Everythmg here worth seeing — and that is to say the 
whole house — was pointed out to my attention by General 
S , whose kindness was unremitting during the whole of 
my visit to Russia, and whose influence I afterwards felt sen- 
sibly in my rejjeption even at Moscow. If in the course of 
my tour, I say anvthinff-^and I fear I shall say very many 
things-^to shock nis ncwle enthusiasm in fiivour of his country 
and his Eknperor, I trust he will try to pardon me. 



Tbe HetmitiEigerthe favourite haxmt of Cathax^II. when 

die wished to retire to as mach ecditude as an Empress sur* 
rounded by a brilliant court could desire, is connected witb 
the Winter Palace by a covered gallery. It b now chiefly 
remarkable as being the refK)eitoiy of a museum of paintings, 
greater, I should think, in the numerical meaning of the word, 
tiian thstt of the Louvre and Luxembourg put together. I 
entered, with the intention of taking rough notes of the more 
remarkable works of art, or rather of the -impression they pro- 
daced upon me; but I speedily found ,that more days than I 
could a&rd hours would have been requisite &r such a task. 
The. counterfeits are said to be oumerdus ; aud in so vast a 
coUectioti this must necessarily be the case. - 

The first thing that struck me was a work of Rnysdae), 
which is either the. original, or one t>f several copies. It con- 
sists of a piece of water covered with weeds, and aquatic flow- 
ers floating on the sur&ce. - It is lighted through the trees 
-behind, and €0 breathlessly still, that one is afraid to speak. 

A Eufopa by Guido Reni drew my attention by its exquisite 
delicacy united with the meet luxurious beauty. The com- 
plexion is inimitable, v 

A young lady playing the piano, by. Carlo Dolce. She iff 
dncwn in satin, sparkling with goJd$ and while touching the 
keys, without consciousness of music, is turning rotind a most 
lovely ici.ce to notice the eiSect produced by. her chu'ms upon 
the company.- This ^young la^y, by the halo round her-head, 
I discovered to be Saint Cecilia. 

1 could not admire th^ Rafaelles, whether genume or not, 
although I thought it my duty to tiy ; biit. ^ small picture 
hanging near, with the name of Solario, gave me infinite 
pleasure. A young mother is suckling her x;hild, and gasing 
upon its fiice with a truly radiant joy ; while the babe in an^ 
ecstacy of pleasure is twisting up itslk&bs, and pulling lustily 
one of its little great toes. 

The Corregios appeared to me to be very indiflerent 
There were plenty of Teniers ; but those I am hot connoisseur 
enough to admire. The care with which every uncouth'figure 
ia finifidied may be very praiseworthy, but it does not make 
the figures pleasing. 

Surrounded by the cocks and hens of Winart there was the 
exquisite Kujrp, or else a copy just as good. A group of cat- 
tle standing m a hazy sunnser beside^ a sleeping sea : such 
are the simple materials of this delightfiil picture. 

There were luiidberlcss Eembnuidts, and som&jmxj fine. 
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For my part, I looked longest at a Virgin and C^fld; watc&ed 
by angeb — all natives of HollanB ; the holy mother wkh her 
feet upon a chaufie-pied, and variofis tools hanging ag^ainst the 
* wall to show that her husband was a carpenter This difl^rs 
from the Russian tradition of the Vii^fin, which is more poeti- 
calf if -not more seriptural. According to this account, Majfy^ 
was a servant of the Jewish temple, and being a child« was 
admitted behind the sanctum. She gre\^ up in the beauty <^ 
holiness, till having attained' the a^e of fifteen, this became 
no longer proper ; and it was decid^ by the aged priests, Who 
had flone to love her as their own daughter, and- who dreaded 
the idea of parting . with hor* that one of them should make 
her his wi^. The lot, accordingly, fell upon Joseph,^ who 
was then eighty years of age. 

The French gallery has many good pictures. There is one 
of Vemet, which struck me as bein^ the best I have seen of 
the artist It is, as ,udttal,a^ water-piece;. The moon- is shin- 
ing on the sea, mkI her silvery light is beautifully, and not 
extravagantly contnsted with that of a fire kindled on the 
beacK, and of a torch at the prow of a fiBhing-bbat 

The Russian gfdlery. is small and meagre. 

The Spanish, on Uie contrary, is -highly jBteresting;.al- 
thou^ the warm fflareof aJinost all the pictures,' which seems 
the livery of the Spaniah school, ^ves a sameness to the as- 
pect of the room* I had befbre only known, or <mly reoo^ 
tected, Mnrillo as the painter of low Spanish life ; but here 
are several pieces of another cast, particularly the Nativity, 
and the Repose in ISgy pt. The ktter is astonishingly lovely ; 
and the -Virgu\ is, indeed^ without ezceptjco, tb» most beauti- 
tul of the very few beautifiil Virgins I have seen. The^ go- 
louring is admirable, although vtrarm and rich ^ excess. 

I was struck also with a female figure by Caspar fiecerra. 
The &ce possesses infinite.beauty^ and. the large dark eyes 
beam with an expression. almost too voluptuous. 

Of the Enfflish school, there is <me 8i)ecimen. The piece, 
— *which (5ould not haye made' a' strong impression upon me, 
since I idready fiirget what it was, — is inscribed 'A Thomas 
Joned.'* It was painted for the Empress Catharine, and en- 
graved also by heir order. There is likewise in the same col- 
lection, but not exhibited to the puUic, a picture paihted lor 
her majesty by Sir Joshua Reynolds. The subject-— the in- 
fant Hercules, strangling the serpent — ^involved an allegory 
which the empress perhaps did not wish to flalint in the eyes 
of the world. The in&nt Hercules, some people might have 
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interpreted iniant Russia, while every tyro knows that the 
serpent is the type of the universe. 

In the dining-room of this Hermitaj|re of the voluptuous 
Catharine, no servants attended : the dishes rising on small 
tahles through trap doors. When a person wished to change 
his plate, he placed a paper upon it, inscribed with wluit he 
wanted, and striking it ^on the middle, it immediately disap- 
peared, and almost as immediately another re-appeared with 
what was demanded. At other signals, everything vanished, 
and a new course made its appearance. The amusements 
here were derived from the fine arts, &c. — ^books, paintings, 
statues, curiosities, models of inventions, gems, music, bil- 
liards, cards, and winter and summer gardens. Tn the wmter 
gardens, as at present, the fruits and flowers of the south 
were gathered in the dead of the year ; and the birds which 
lived m this perpetual summer were prevented from escaping 
into winter bv minute wirework. 

The rules by which she governed the society admitted into 
her paradise, are hung up in a comer, and covered with a 
small curtain. Captam Jones gives the ori^rud of these 
rules, in French, and translates it into English. The origi- 
nal, however, is in Russian, and his French is only a para^ 
phnuse. The following translation was made for me, as 

literally as possible, by Mr. J. C , to whom I am indebted 

for many more kindnesses. 

Catharine, I may remark in passing, was still more an ene- 
my to ceremony at the palace of Tsar-koccelo ; for there, any 
lady who rose up on the empress entering or leaving a room 
was fined in a silver ruble. 

RULES, 
By which aU who enter these doors tmut conduct themselves, 

I. 

To leave every kind of rank at the door, likewise bats, and 
above all, swords. 

II. 
Disputes about prerogative, pride, and such like, should any 
exist, to be left at the door. 

in. 
To be lively ; but not to spoil, nor to break, nor to bite any 
thing* 
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IV. 

To sit, to stand, to walk about, as each thinks proper, with- ■ 
out regard to other people. 

V. 

To speak with moderation, and not too loud, that the ear^ 
and heada.of the rest may not ache. 

VI. 

To dispute without warmth or passion. 

VII. 

Not to sigh, nor to yawn ; and so entail tedium and heavi- 
ness on the rest 

VIIL 

Any innocent game that one may project not to be found 
fault with by the others. 

IX. 

To eat of the sweet and the savourv, but to drink with 
moderation, that each may always find his feet on going out 
of the doors. 



All wrangling to end in the room ; and what goes in at one 
ear should go out at the other before the party goes out of the 
door. 

Should any one offend against the aforesaid on testimony of 
two witnesses, for every fault the offender must drink a glass 
of cold water, not excepting tiiie ladies, and read aloud a page 
of the Telemachid. 

And whoever offends against three clauses in one evening 
shall learn six lines of the Telemachid by heart 

And if any one ofiend against the ten, he must be no more 
admitted. 

Opposite the Winter Palace, and midway between this edi- 
fice and the palace of the Etat Major, where the military 
business of the empire is transacted, stands the monument 
commonly called the Alexandrine Column, from its having 
been erected to the memory of the late emperor. 

This object has a truly noble and majestic, appearance fixim 
whichever point of view it is beheld. The shaft is formed of 
a single block of marble brought firom the quarries of Finland, 
and, exclusively of pedestal and capital, is eijghty-four feet 
high. The pedestal is of granite, with allegoncal bas-reliefs 
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in bronze ; and on the snmmit stands an angel, holding a cross 
with the left hand, and pointing to heaven with the right. 
The inscription, on the side of the pedestal next the palace, is 
nearly as simple as that of the monument of Peter the Great. 
^t contains merely these words: To Alexander I. grateful 
Russia. 

On the eleventh of September, 1834, the consecration of 
this column took place. The day before, much anxiety and 
uncertainty had prevailed in St. Petersburg ; for it seemed as 
if Heaven itself was about to interpose. The beautiful, but 
terrible Neva, forced back by the waters of the Gulf of Fin- 
land, had risen upon her granite quays, and threatened once 
a^in to devour the city which so often before had been the 
victim of her wrath. The alarm-cannon were fired ; and the 
population, already looking forward with intense longing for 
the scene of to-morrow, were thrown into dismay. 

The Neva, however, was more placable than on former 
occasions; her swoln waters retired majestically; and that 
important morrow dawned upon the metropolis in peace. 

If the reader will only remember the description which I 
have attempted to give of the grand square where the cere- 
mony was to take place, he may form some idea of the scene 
it presented. Estrades were formed all round this immense 
area ; and these, with the boulevards of the Admiralty, were 
crowded with spectators. The windows, in like manner; were 
stuck full of human -heads ; and the flat roofs of the houses 
swarmed with their inhabitants. But in the middle space, 
from side to side, from end to end, nothing was to be seen but 
the glitter of arms and the wavhig of military plumes. 

At ten o'clock, the troops assembled at their quarters ; and, 
at eleven, on a signal from the guns of the light artillery, 
already planted at the comer of 3ie boulevards, they all de- 
bouched at one moment by the several issues appointed, and 
drew up in the square. This imposing mass was formed of 
eighty-six battalions of infantry, and one hundred and six and 
a half squadrons of cavalry, with two hundred and forty-eight 
pieces of artillery. All these various bodies were drawn up, 
facing the Alexandrine column, the pedestal of which was 
concealed from their view by flags. 

The Emperor, who had attended divine service at the mo- 
nastery of Saint Alexander Nevskoi, soon appeared upon the 
scene, with the Heir of the crown, and the Grand Duke 
Michael, and surrounded by a brilliant stafil All eyes were 
then turned towards a large verandah, in the form of a tent, 
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at the window of the palace ahove the great gate, directly 
opposite the column, and provided with a flight of stairs de- 
scending to the street There already stood the hi?h civil 
functionaries, the members of the diplomatic body, the mar- 
shals of the nobility, and the deputies of commerce ; and, 
precisely at noon, the high clergy were seen filing into it in 
procession, from the grand chapel of the palace, with their 
crosses and banners displayed, and followed by the Empress 
and the whole court. The business of the day then com- 
menced. 

. The moment the procession appeared, the Emperor gave 
the word of command ; and the whole array of troops present- 
ed arms like one man. The priests then Uiundered forth the 
Te Deum ; and emperor, empress, court, soldiers, spectators 
—every livmg soul m that mighty concourse of human beings 
—sunk upon their knees. 

After the hymn, and a prayer for the imperial fiimily, the 
archdeacon recited prayers for the soul of the Emperor Alex- 
ander ; and, as he pronounced the last words, the flags which 
had hitherto concealed the pedestal of the column fell, and 
disclosed the monument At this sight the troops again pre- 
sented arms ; a tremendous hurra rose from every lip ; and a 
burst of military music shook the square, almost drowned by 
the thunder of the artillery, >and the deep roar of the cannon 
of die fortress. 

Prayers were then recited for the Russian army ; and, when 
these were concluded, the clergy, followed by the Empress 
^and her whole train, descended from the balcony. They 
walked in procession round the column, the metropolitan 
sprinkling it with holy water. The troops then defiled before 
it, and the ceremony was finished. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



PROGRESS OF CIVILIZATION — THE EMPEROA. 

Ttogreaa of civilization in Rassia— condition of the nobles till Peter 
the Great — domestic imprisonment of wives — brutal treatment of 
them — marriages — ugliness punishable with the whip— corres- 
ponding want of refinement in the women — drunkenness — 
painting — age of Catharine II. — affranchisement of the nobility 
by Peter III. — private Chancery of Nicolas — business habits of 
the Emperor — form of government — code of laws — administra- 
tion of the laws. 

Maltebrvn says that Russia " lost only its beard*' by the 
reforms of Peter I. This is nothing more than a French bon 
mot ; but still, taking it as literally true, it was a great deal 
to lose at one blow. With their beards, however, the boiars 
parted with prejudices as bristly, and almost as numerous as 
the hairs they contained; and notwithstanding the bloody 
struggles in which they were so constantly engaged, they 
became, in a space of time unparalleled in the annals of 
civilization — what they now are. 

It would be a curious study to trace the progress of Russian 
civilization, and its history would be far from difficult to write. 
The space of time is brief, the materials few, and the testi- 
mony conclusive. 

In the latter half of the seventeenth century, the author of 
the " Relation des Trois Ambassades," informs us, that " most 
men treat their wives as a necessary evil, regarding them 
with a proud and stern eye, and even beating them often." 
Olearius says that it was a prodigious civility for a man to 
allow another to see his wife. When this fevour was to be 
accorded, the lady walked into the room afler dinner, splen- 
didly dressed, and presented a cup of distilled spirits to the 
guest, drinking off one herself. On one occasion the traveller 
was even invited to salute his hostess ; but astonished at such 
an offer from a Russian, and dreading, no doubt, that some 
insidious plan lurked under it, he endeavoured to excuse 
himself. 

Dr. Samuel Collins, physician to the tsar about 1670, con- 
8* 
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eoles his readers with the intelligence that the custom of tying 
up wives hy the hair of the head, and flogging them " begins 
to be left off." This, however, he accounts for by the pru- 
dence of the parents, who make it a provision in the marriage 
contract that their daughters are not to be whipped, struck, 
kicked, &c. &c. Some disorders nevertheless still took place, 
even in such an improved state of society* One man, indeed, 
** put upon his wife a shirt dipped in ardent spirits, and burnt 
her to death." But let us hope that this was not a very 
common case. The man, however, if we are to believe the 
doctor, was not prosecuted, there being " no punishpaent in 
Russia for killing a wife or a slave." On the other hand if a 
lady made away with her tyrant, she was buried up to the 
neck in the earth, and so suffered to die. 

When no provision was made in the contract, according to 
the same auUiority, they were accustomed " to discipline their 
wives very severely." At marriage the bridegroom had a 
whip in one boot, and a jewel in the other, and the poor girl 
tried her fortune by choosing. **If she happen upon the 
jewel," says Collins, " she is lucky ; if on the whip, she gets 
a lash." The bridegroom rarely saw his companion's face 
till after the knot vi^as tied ; but if he absolutely insisted upon 
this privilege, it was sometimes contrived that the lady passed 
through a street where he was stationed at a window. " If 
she be Uffly, she pays for it soundly, may be Uie first time he 
sees her." 

The women, it may be presumed, did not grow up into 
especial refinement under such di])cipline. Drunkenness was 
esteemed a very lady-like vice, if indeed, it was considered to 
be a vice at all. The day after a lady was at an entertain- 
ment, the hostess was accustomed to send to ask how she got 
home ; and the prescriptive reply was this : " Her hospitality 
made me so tipsy that, indeed, I do not 'know how I ^ot 
home !" I may add that Tooke, whose heroine is Catharine 
II., declares that ** for a lady to be drunk was no reproach ;" 
and we all know what sort of scenes took place at the court 
of Elizabeth. 

It may be supposed that women, in whom ugliness was 
criminal, and punishable with the whip, were at great pains 
to dis^ise it. They painted to such excess that- the beauty 
of their teeth, accorning to Collins, was completely destroyed; 
and hence came the custom of staining their teeth black. In 
the time of Olearius it was usual for the bridegroom to send 
a present of pamt to his bride. This traveller, in 1636, saw 
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the Grand Duchess and her ladies on horseback, astride, and 
** most wickedly bepainted." 

What will no doubt be considered, however, as the very 
climax of barbarity, is a fact recorded by Tooke : that the wo- 
men did not begin to wear stays till the commencement of 
the present century ! 

With regard to the men, their character up to a very late 
period, is treated with still less ceremony, if fliat be possible, 
by all travellers. According to them, they were the most 
ignorant and barbarous people in the world, destitute alike of 
moral principle and common decency. Even the representa- 
tives of the states assembled so pompously by Catharine-^who 
died only in 1796 — although composed no doubt of the first 
men of the various governments, went immediately on re- 
ceiving the commemorative medal struck on the occasion, and 
sold it to the goldsmiths ! 

The rules of Catharine, given in the last chapter, suffi- 
ciently evidence the low state of politeness even at court ; but 
with these it is necessary to take in conjunction the occupa- 
tions and amusements of that very assembly, the objects of 
refinement by which they were surrounded, and the purer 
tastes which were thus enffendered or gratified. If we do 
this, the whole picture will be found to represent the triumph- 
ant struggles oi civilization in a contest which was no longer 
doubtfiil. But let us remember at the same time, that from 
the death of Peter the Great to that of Cathrine II., tiiere 
elapsed an interval of only seventy-one years ; and that from 
the death of Catharine II. to the present moment, there is a 
space of only thirty-nme years. For Russia that united period 
stands in lieu of nine centuries ; since it can be proved to a 
demonstration — if I have read historians and travellers aright 
— that Russia, before Peter, was not farther advanced in 
civilization than the rest of Europe in what is called the iron 
age. 

The nobility were not afiranchised till 1761 by Peter HI* 
They were then permitted to wear arms or not as they chose, 
and to travel abroad. Catharine, his successor, allowed this 
oidinance to subsist, because as the nobles were obliged in 
etiquette to ask leave before setting out, she mi^ht (and did) 
refuse it when she chose. The same state of thmgs remains 
at the present day. Leave is asked, and granted or not, as 
circumstances may determine. I was told that above eighty 
fiimilies or individuals of respectability had petitioned for the 
boon last year, and that about half the number had obtained 
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it The Russian nobility live well enough at home, but gene- 
rally speaking, they have no money to spend abroad. If the 
restriction were withdrawn, there would in my opinion be 
fewer applications. No man now thinks of wearing a sword 
except when on military duty; but if an oukaz were issued 
prohibiting men from doing so without having asked and ob- 
tained jpermission, petitions would shower in &om half the 
nobles m the empire. 

The base and cowardly conspiracy against the life of the 
poresent emperor has retarded a good deal the progress of pub- 
lic liberty among the nobles; aluiough, as I shall explain in a 
future chapter, it has been proportionally beneficial to those 
myriads of peasants who will one day be called the people. 
The severity of the above restrictions on travelling (now only 
beginning to be relaxed,) and that of the censorship on books, 
are part of the punishment inflicted on the nobles for the mis- 
conduct of a few. This, considering the relative condition of 
the two countries, and the important nature of the Russian 
conspiracy, is not nearly so harsh as the laws now promul- 
gating against the liberty of the press in France, on pretext 
of the attempt of a single mean and companionless scoundrel. 

In no other country, however, on the fece of the earth, 
would a conspiracy of such a nature have been so leniently 
punished throughout On the occasion of the revolt of the 
strelitses, Peter the Great, besides causing many hundred 
other executions, cut off eleven heads with his own hand ! 
The same difference is observable in the new institutions of 
Russia as compared with the older — and one of these institu- 
tions is so remarkable in itself, and so peculiar to the coun- 
try, that this brief notice of the progress of civilization would 
be incomplete without it 

A Private Chancery existed in Russia from an early period, 
and must exist under every absolute government; but the one 
more especially known to history was erected, as some writers 
say, by Alexis the father of Peter the Great, although an im- 
perial oukaz of Catharine II. attributes it to the latter. The 
crimes brought under the co^isance of this horrible tribunal, 
which is well described by Tooke in his life of Catharine, 
were at first attempts agauist the life of the emperor, against 
religion, and against the state : but all criminal cases came at 
length to be comprehended. The process began with the im- 
prisonment, and occasionally with the execution of the accused. 
When the accuser failed in proof he was knouted three several 
times. His declaration was then received. The accused 
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might in like manner suffer the knout instead of pleading, an 
occurrence which of course often took place, since it must 
have been impossible to prove his innocence of crimes alleged 
8o mysteriously. If the* judge was not ccmvinced by ei£er 
party, they were both knouted again; and then their guilt or 
innocence came to be determined by the constancy with 
which they suffered the fiesh to be torn &om their bacKs. 

Station, age, and sex — ^all were alike unspared and undis- 
tinguished. The slightest accusation was listened to. To 
** cry the word" meant to denounce ; and at this sound " the 
tDord r uttered in a crowd, all fled as if from the plague. If 
" the word" was spoken by a servant against his master, the 
latter, even if the first lord in the land, was obliged to hasten 
to the next guard-house, and demand that they should both 
be sent to prison together. 

This flourished under the reign of the clement Ellizabeth, as 
she is usully called, on account of her having made a vow 
never to punish with death. Even an inferior magistrate was 
permitted to torture an accused by dislocating his shoulders, 
and tongues were cut out, and their owners banished to Siberii^ 
on the slightest whisper. People were taken from their beds, 
without trial, and thrust into a dungeon,— sometimes a sub- 
terranean one, — ^frequently for life. The clement Empress, 
who reigned from 1741 to 1761, shut up, it is supposed, in 
this private manner, upwards of 20,000 of her subjects. Peter 
in. recalled 17,000 of her exiles; but of those of the Empress 
Anne, her predecessor, supposed to be equally numerous, 
three-fourths were never heard of more. 

When the last-mentioned prince, the affranchiser, as we 
have seen, of the nobles, went one da^r to the senate, and 
found nobody there to attend to the business of the country, 
he sent for the senators, and reproved them i^arply. His 
grandfather, Peter the Great, had already done more: he 
caned each of them soundly. Nicolas, the present emperw, 
took them by surprise in like jnanner; and, finding that 
neither words nor blows had been of any use, he organized, 
like Peter or Alexis, a Secret Chancery. 

This is the plan by which the Emperor corrects the evils 
of the form of government, or rather, of the abuses insepa- 
rable from it In Russia, it is not the people who are rebels 
against the constitution, but the emperor. He is engaged in 
a perpetual struggle against tyranny and misrule. The very 
comprehensive j^*^ adverted to, is not a part of the adminis- 
tration of the laws, but a part of his own business as an indi- 
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vidaal ; and Uie institution is called, " the Private Chancery 
of his majesty the Emperor." 

It is divided into four branches ; one watching over the 
great offices of the state, such as the senate, another over the 
courts of law, a third, over the police, and the fourth, oVer 
the charitable institutions. Through these different channels, 
complaints and abuses reach the ear of his majesty instan- 
taneously. He is acquainted with the official conduct of each 
of his mmisters; he ia even aware of the regularity or irregu- 
larity of the attendance of the senators. It is needless to say, 
that the inquiries instituted there take place, not in form of 
law, but according to equity ; they, in fiict, answer the pur- 
pose of the nightly prowlings of the caliph Haroun Alraschid 
and his grand vizier. 

But Nicolas is not a man who would refuse to perform 
these nightly prowlings in his own person, were thejr practi- 
cable through his vast empire. I felt intense curiosity with 
regard to the real character and conduct of an individual 
placed in so awfully responsible a situation ; and, unless all 
Russia conspired to deceive me, I think I have been able to 
form some tolerably correct ideas on the sul>ject 

No fatigue is too harrassing for this '* BarlMurian," par excel- 
lence, of the north ; no object is too great to be grasped by 
his vision, or too small to escape it The gravest fraud in a 
report, and the minutest error in its grammar, are alike de- 
tected by the imperial censor ; and this is the more startling 
to the reporter, as his delinquency, either in honesty or ele- 
gant composition, is in general brought home to him the very 
next day. 

To effect this, Nicolas condemns .'each day to bear its own 
burthen. After coming home, perhaps from the theatre, he 
sits down to work ; and he never thinks of going to bed till 
all is finished, if he should sit up till four o'clock in the morn- 
ing. With regard to his character as a man of business, I 
heard only one dissentient voice in Russia : I was told by one 
of the officers of government, that he was beginning to relax 
in this extraordinary assiduity. I hope, and believe, that the 
information was untrue. 

'The proceedings of the Chancery are necessarily secret; it 
is, in short, a system of espionage, precisely similar in effect 
to that of Haroun Alraschid. In England, everything is car- 
ried on in broad day-light, except what is contrary to the 
laws; but, in the country I am describing, peopled by a fifteenth 
part of the human race, the great majority of whom are stUl 
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ifi the darkest ignorance, this is manifestly impossible. The 
Chancery is, beyond a doubtj the best thing in the Russian 
government; afld this form of government is the only one 
^hich could hold the empire together lor six months. 

The form of government is absolute. There are, no doubt, 
certain historical forms, usages and traditions, which may be 
called the constitution of Kussia by those who are fond of 
names, because it would be unsafe for the emperor to depart 
from them. But, in reality, the constitution of Russia is the 
will of the sovereign for the time being ; and, till the ^eat 
mass of the people are awakened from the profound igno- 
in which they are at present buried, it is well it is so. I can- 
not conceive what the nation would gain by having for its 
rulers a junta of kings, instead of a single autocrator. The 
mistake usually fallen into on this subject, is to imagine that 
the hundreds of thousands constitute the people and not the 
millions ! At present, the imperial will has no lawful check 
whatever ; although the actions of the emperor are modified 
by fear of the nobles on one hand, and fear of the mass on the 
other. These two species of fear, as society is constituted, 
both work in favour of the multitude. 

It was the desire of Peter the Great, and of almost all his 
successors, to collect the laws of the empire ; and various 
commissions were established from time to time for the pur- 
pose. The difficulties, however, appear to have been found 
insurmountable, till his present majesty and his Private Chan- 
cery came into the field. I cannot look upon it as an achieve- 
ment effected by anything else than the business habits of the 
Emperor. The following is a (translated) extract from his 
manifesto published on the completion of the undertaking two 
years ago. 

" Having recognised on our accession to the throne, the in- 
dispensable necessity of introducing into the whole body of 
the laws of our country a clear and systematic order, we com- 
manded in an especial manner that they should be collected, 
and the collection published entire; and we further announced 
our will that there should aflierwards be taken out from the 
mass, for the purpose of forming a body of uniform and regular 
laws, all such laws as are now in force in our empire, without 
changing in the slightest degree their spirit — ^the whole to be 
gtricSy pursued on the basis laid down in the year 1700 by 
Peter the Great 

" The execution of the first part of this plan was finished 
in 1830. 
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** With the aid of the Almighty, and after seven years* asei' 
duous labour, carried on under our personal direction, the ac- 
complishment of the second part is now terminated. From 
the code of 1649 till the first of January, 1832, all the laws 
promulgated within that period of one hundred and eighty- 
three years, which have preserved through the changes of 
time even till our days their force and tenor, have been col- 
lected and classified according to their nature, only leaving 
out such clauses as have been repealed by subsequent laws ; 
and with the exception of the regulations of the army by land 
and sea, and some others hereafter mentioned, all these laws 
have been arranged in a uniform system, divided into codes 
according to the principal distinctions of administrative and 
judiciary affiiirs. All the laws which have been promulgated 
after the 1st of January, 1832, or which may be so promul- 
gated in the ordinary march of legislation, will be added every 
year in a supplement to the Body of Laws, according to the 
order of the above codes, and with reference to the proper 
article : so that the general system of laws being once esta- 
blished, it wUl preserve forever its uniformity and identity. 

'* The most pressing and essential wants in the empire — 
justice and order in the administration — demand imperiously 
this measure. It guarantees the force and the action of the 
laws for the present, and establishes a solid basis for their gra- 
dual perfectibility in the future. It fulfils, in fine, the wiSies 
by which our ancestors have been animated for a period, 
hardly interrupted, of one hundred and twenty-six years." 

The next thing to be done, is to reform the administration 
of the laws— or, rather, to create it This is at present the 
worst feature in the government of Russia. It is more allied 
to the ignorance and corruption of the East than to European 
civilization. If in England we are cursed with an overflow of 
lawyers, in what state must that country be in which any 
man whatever, educated or uneducated, may practise as a 
lawyer I A writer states, that, in 1826, there were two mil- 
lions, eight hundred and fifty thousand cases came on before 
the tribunals of the empire. If this was true, one out of every 
five adult males must have been at law. ; but, even allowing* 
it to be a mighty exaggeration, the evil must be enormous. 
The Emperor, by the great work already alluded to, has vir- 
tually ffiven a code of Taws to the country. An equally noble, 
and stul more difiicult task remains— that of providing for 
their being carried into execution b^ fixed and intelligible 
rules, — ^unalterable except by the imperial prerogative of 
mercy. 
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CHAPTER X. 

STATE OF SOCI]&TT->LITBRATiniE-H9TATI8nC8. 

Present state of society in St. Petersburg— dress— introduction of 

Inn nntmnnl nrtafiimo of aai»« 1^.^ . ]:&:__ n ■»>. . 



the national costume at court— low condition of literary society 
—inutility of learningr the language— censorship of the press- 
books of luxury— novels— theatre and dramatic authors— police 
—movement of the population— classification— strance discre- 
pancy in the numbers of the two sexes— births and death*— 
marriages and suicides— climate— parting glance. 

I HAVE described St Petersburg as being a city of the Rus- 
sian nobles ; and yet there the traveller w3l find no true spe- 
cimen of Russian society. The natives are so completeh? 
intenningled v^rith foreigners that it is' hardly possible to tell 
which is which; and French being ti© language of all vou 
may fancy yourself at Paris. * ^ 

At the tiine of Uie Swedish ambassadsr, whose travels are 
immortalized by.Olearius, there was ont Russian lord who 
had laid aside the national costume ; and tE f^et was thouirht 
so extraordinary that the name of this indiridQai hag b^n 
preserved by the journalist At present, the,^ jg ^^ ^^^ ^ 
be found among them so hardy as even to allow^jg clothes to 
be made by his own countrymen. There is, in Iw through- 
out this class of society a sickly craving after Verythmff 
foreign, and an unmanly affectation of scorn for e^^^^inff 
native. Little did Peter the Great think that his yfL ^^ 
at that time necessary, plans should lead eventually'^ ^ 
much folly and bad taste. 

In this state of things it^is quite unnecessary to say, that t^ 
ladies, so far as dress is concerned, have metamorphoses 
themselves into Frenchwomen ; but here a stand has been 
made, although somewhat late, by the genius of the country. 
I do not know whether It is the Emperor or Empress who de- 
serves the credit of the new regulation; but since the first of 
January 1834, a modification of the national female costume 
has been introduced at court 

The Ladies of Honour wear a satin or velvet sarafan — a 
robe open before, and without sleeves — richly trimmed with 
gold. The sleeves of the under-dress, a gown I presume it is 
9 
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called— or else a dip— reach to the wrist, where they are 
fastened by gold bracelets. The head-dress consists of a richly 
ornamented crown, as it may be described, very nearly resem- 
bling in shape the one worn by the nurses ; and from this 
hangs down behind, and partly over the shoulders, till it 
reaches the bend of the knee, an immense white veil. No 
part of the hair is seen except a little in front plainly and 
smoothly braided on the brow. 

The Maids of Honour wear also the national sarafan, and a 
species of crown. The latter, however, does not encircle the 
head, but permits the whole of the hair to be seen. This is 
plainly braided in front like that of the others, but disposed in 
a very large club behind ; to which is fastened a thin veil, or 
scarf, which floats down the back. Almost the whole of the 
arm is bare, the sleeves being very short 

The love of foreigners, so prevalent here, is very advan- 
tageous to the traveller. If decently introduced he may 
spend every evening in very agreeable society; and the 
oftener he frequents a particular soir6e the more welcome he 
finds himself. An En^'i^h gentleman has lately had the in- 
discretion to publish ajoumal of his visits of this kind, giving 
his opinion very fmo^^V «f individuals by name. Oa one oc- 
casion he stigmati7^<3 all the ladies at a certain hall, the date 
and locale of wH^^ ^^ ^^^s with precision — all excepting 
some individual' whom he mentions — as ugly. I would ad- 
vise this gentV™*^ ^ choose any other country on the face 
of the globe ^^ ^^ future wanderings. I can assure him that 
even his /^®*^"^^^^1 princesses" and "charming ambassa- 
dresses" ^^ ^" ^® indignation of the ugly. 

Ther ^^^ hardly be said to be such a thing as literary so- 
ciety '^. ®^- Petersburg ; and, indeed, the political interests 
^jj^4elings of the few authors there are run to such an ex- 
^^, as to place such a.thinff almost out of the question. The 
ganger, however, will not discover this at first There is a 
itankness and heartiness about each individual, which, added 
to the genuine good-nature of the Russians, would make one 
imagine that " envy, hatred, malice, and all unCharitableness" 
could have no existence among them. Yet I have nowhere 
else met with such bitter dissensions. The love of literature 
for itself ^oes T^ot seem to me to exist in Russia. 

I was desirous of including in this volume a catalogue rai- 

sonee of the Russian authors, and M. G volunteered to 

furnish it He was prevented, no doubt, by his numerous and 
more important labours; but I am sorry he did not contrive 
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to let me know in time, as he must have been aware that I 
had plenty of other means at command. The misery is, the 
necessity of })eing dependent upon native writers for anything 
of the kind ; but I need hardly say, that at present it is worth 
no man*s while to study the Russian language. 

I was one^ day conversing on this subject with M. M.— , 
one of the secretaries of state, and head of the third section of 
the Chancery, when he made a very natural remark. 

" It seems strange to me," said he, ** that you English 
should travel in Russia for the avowed purpose of making 
yourselves acquainted with the manners and character of the 
people, yet without comprehending a single word of their lan- 
guage. You come here with the grossest prejudices against 
us as a nation. You see everything different from what you 
have been accustomed to at home, except the manners of 
some dozen families whom you visit You make no inquiries, 
no reflections, no allowances. You examine this rude but 
mighty colossus through your opera glass, or from the windows 
of your travelling chariot. In the towns your valet de place 
is your prime authority ; in the country you wander about in 
utter darkness, unable to understand a single object, and una- 
ble to ask a single question. You then return home satisfied 
with having attained the object of your tour ; and sit down, 
without a smgle malevolent feeling in vour breast, but out of 
pure iterance, to add to the mass of felsehoods and absurdi- 
ties with which Europe is already inundated !" 

I could not help acknowledging the justice of these re- 
marks ; but I told M. M that Russia would gradually 

become knowii notwithstanding our ignorance of her language ; 
and in the meantime that he should not himself fall into the 
illiberality or inconsiderateness he condemned in others. 

" The craving afler knowledge," said I, " or afler mere 
novelty, which exists in civilized Europe, sends forth every 
year innumerable travellers to all countries on the fiice 6f the 

flobe. The traveller in France possesses a knowledge of the ^ 
■rench language — in Italy, of the Italian — in Germany, of 
the German — l]icause in all these countries there is such a 
constant action and re-action between the national character 
and the national literature, that they cannot by possibility be 
studied separately. In Russia there is no national literature. 
The great mass of the people — 1 may say the nation — is still 
in a state of profound ignorance ; and no inducement exists 
to make any mere literary man undergo the life-long labour ' 
of acquiring a language which has even no affinity with the 
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Other European tonnes. French is the language of the 
civilized classes in Russia; and I may add, hy way of illus- 
' tration, although without meaning, to mstitute a comparison 
which in this case would he both unjust and absurd — ^that the 
traveller in Africa is thought to he sufficiently well qualified 
for the journey by a knowledge of Arabic." 

The censorship already alluded to is no doubt a serious 
weight upon the literature of the country ; and it seems to 
me to be the most inefficient, as well as the most odious of all 
the measures of arbitrary power. Against what class of so- 
ciety is this prohibition directed 1 The lower classes either 
cannot or do not read; and is there any officer of government 
80 profoundly ignorant as not to know, that any individual of 
the upper classes may obtain with perfect facility any prohi- 
bited work whatever ? For my part I read nothing but pro- 
hibited books all the time I was in Russia. 

I cannot help thinking that the Emperor is ignorant of the 
ridiculous excess to which the censorship is carried. Even 
by-gone matters of historical notoriety must be slurred over 
or distorted into falsehood. Murder must be called naturid 
death; or the book shall appear to the public with a gap as 
wide and ominous as the gash of the assassin's knife. Who 
would not laugh to think that the li^ht page wliich I am now 
writing— in spite of the comparatively favourable view of the 
country which a regard for truth and reason has compelled 
me to take — will be cut out, before th^ Picturesque Aimual 
is allowed to circulate in Russia ! 

In general, books of the fine arts have less sale than msht 
be expected firom the wealth and voluptuousness of the nobles. 
Even one lately published in Russian, dedicated to a descrip- 
tion of St Petersburg, and embellished with engravings, has 
fiiiled as a speculation. Judging from the portion which was 
already translated into French-— and which I have found of , 
great use in matters of detail — I would say that the *' Pano- ' 
rama of St Petersburg" is well worthy of public patronage. 
Its price, however, — a iiundred rubles — will prevent it from 
ever becoming extensively popular. 

Novel-writmg, on the other hand, is a very flourishing 
trade. Known authors receive from six to eight hundred 
pounds for their copy-right ; and if unknown, the bookseller 
prints, and they take their chance of success. 

The theatre is in the hands of government: one advantage 
of which is, that the actors, after twelve years' service may 
retire whenever they choose with a pension. I was told that 
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first-rate artists were not invited to join the German company, 
lest it should prejudice the Russian. This, however, I aisbe* 
lieve, from the circumstance that the pension of foreign actors 
is two thousand rubles, while that of natives is only one 
thousand. Surely no national partiality is exhibited here. 

Dramatic authors usually give the first night of the piece 
for the benefit of a popular actor, which insures its being well 
played, and well received. They make from one to two hundred 
pounds at St Petersburg ; and, if successfiil, the drama is re- 
produced at Moscow on the same terms. 

The only apparent police of this city are the pole-axe men. 
They are of use in directing the stranger to any house he 
may be in search of, as they are in general Fins, and know 
how to read. At night these men challenge the passers-by ; 
who may answer, if English, "Hold your tongue !V — ^for Pole- 
axe always takes it for granted that " all's well." I heard 
a ^reat deal about ^he system of police spies, but saw nothing 
of it either here or at Moscow. All the stories were at second- 
hand — I never happened to know any one who was incom- 
moded personally. At the passport offices the people are per- 
fectly polite. If the Chancery and the Police were a little 
nearer each other, the stranger would have nothing whatever 
to complain of; although I have heard that a good deal of 
trouble falls to the share of the hotel keepers. 

The best hotel in the city is Mrs. Wilson's in the Galerna 
Oulitza, behind the English quay. This is an establishment 
which every one must have pleasure in praising ; for the tra- 
veller fijids there not only all Uie comforts of an iSi^lish inn, but 
many of the advantages of a private circle. The terms for 
board and lodgmg on the most liberal scale are eight rubles 
a day. 

St. Petersburg is thirty-five versts in circumference, and 
from eight to nme long. The number of inhabitants, how- 
ever, is far from being m proportion to so immense an area. 
The following table will show the movement of the popular 
tion from 1725 to 1832. 



Year. 


ReigD. 


Amount of Population. 


1725" 


Peter the Great 


75,000 


1735 


Aline 


105,000 


1750 


Elizabeth 


138,000 


17651 




162,000 


1775 

1785 f 


Catharine II. 


185,000 
195,000 


1795) 




208,000 



.9* 
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Year. 


lleign. 


Amount of Population. 


1805) 




295,000 


1820 > 


Alexander 


422,891 


1825) 




433,112 


1831 

1832 ; 


Nicolas 


448,221 
449,368 



This population of 449,368 souls is distributed as in the 
following table. 

Clergy 2,188 

Nobility 34,079 

Soldiers 39,437 

Merchants 10,833 

Bourgeois 36,725 

Inscribed in Corps de M6tiers 27,279 

Domestics 94,009 

People of all trades " 66,366 

Peasants 127,867 

Strangers 7,199 

Inhabitants of the suburb of Okhta 3,386 



449,368 



The distribution of the sexes, however, is the most extraordi- 
nary feature in this mass of population. In the above grand 
total there are 294,468 men and only 154,900 women ! — a 
discrepancy which merits explanation. 

Of the hundred and twenty-seven thousand peasants, there 
are from fifty to sixty thousand who reside only a part of the 
year in the city. These are the mujiks from the interior, 
who travel many hundred versts to seek employment for the 
sprinff aild summer, leaving their wives at home to manage 
their little &rms. The Hay Market is- the best place to see 
these specimens of the genuine Russian. This Is one cause 
of the deficiency in the ^rnale population. Another is, that, 
of the remainder of the peasantry — ^the ninety-four thousand 
domestics — and the sixty-six thousand trades-people or arti- 
ficers resident in the city, a very considerable number have 
left their families at a distance, and only visit them on a rare 
occasion. In addition to these causes, it may be mentioned 
that the high clergy are all unmarried, being monks, and that 
a very great proportion of the nobility are employes of the 
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government, and others, who flock to the metropolis in quest 
of fortune before they think of looking out for a wife. 

As for the great and steady increase of the population, this 
must be attributed, firstly, to the number of workmen, who, 
tired of their migrations, and perhaps deprived by death of the 
charm of that ark to which they were accustomed to return, 
sit down every year as residents in the city ; and, secondly, 
to the colonies of natives and foreigners attracted by the policy 
of the emperors to the capital. It is necessary to look for the 
increase m these causes alone ; for, startling as the fact may 
appear, the population does not increase of itself. 

From 1770 to 1796, which is reckoned bl favourable period, 
the difference between births and deaths was only 3630, while 
the increase in the number of inhabitants for the same period 
was 20,000. In the first ten years of the present century 
there were bom 41,887 boys, and 39,223 girls, while there died 
68,062 males and 37,372 females, leaving on the side of mor- 
tality a balance of 25^344 individuals. In this period the popu- 
lation was increased by 65,000. In 1832 the births were 
10,167, and the deaths 15,197— « difference of 5,720 in one 
year. 

From all this one would imagine the city to be frightfully 
unhealthy ; and even M. Bachoutsky, to whom I am indebted 
for many details which a stranger could not readily come at, 
seeks to explain a part of the mystery by the suicidal stays, 
bands, &c, of the women of quality.- These women, how- 
ever, form so trifling a portion of the population, that if they 
were all to die together, the loss would hardly be perceived 
by the statictician. The cause must be sought for in the pre- 
ceding paragraphs, where it is clearly explained. The balance 
in favour of mortality is owing to the vast numbers of males, 
either resident or migratory, who, without having added to 
the births, lay their tonetf every year in the cemeteries of 
St. Petersburg. 

To take, for example, the first ten years of the present cen- 
tury, in which there were bom 39,223 girls and 41,887 boys, 
we find the deaths 37,372 females and sixty-eight thousand 
males. If you make the number of male deaths correspond 
in the usual ratio with that of the female deaths, you leave 
the natural surplus in favour of the increase of human life. 

The births here are as one to fifly-two of the population; 
while in Paris they are as one to thirty-one ; but taking tiie 
above circumstances into account, the loJance is in favour of 
St. Petersburg rather than otherwise. 
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For the last few years the average number of women com- 
pared with that of men is as forty-five to a hundred ; but 
unhappily the marriages do not take place even in propor- 
tion. From 1811 to 1821 the number was one to every 200 
inhabitants ; but this has gone on diminishing until it is now 
one to 340! Suicides bear a proportion of one to 20,360, 
which is. pretty nearly the same as in Paris. In St. Peters- 
burg, however, these crimes are usually committed in a 
paroxysm of passion ; while in the French capital they take 
place upon reflection, and proceed from what young ladies 
call a philosophical despair. 

The climate of St. Petersburg is delightful for a short time 
in summer. There is then no night. The soft glowing eve- 
ning is met midway by the rich dawn ; and at this season the 
Neva, with its green islands, is inexpressibly beautiful. Of 
the rest of the year, the reader may form some judgment from 
the following observations made by Count Sternferg during 
two hundred and thirty-two days. 

In thaX period there were a hundred and nineteen days 
when it froze consecutively, and onlv twenty-five when it did 
not freeze at all. In a hundred and seventy-three the baro- 
meter stood below the freezing point. In sixty-nine it snowed, 
in a hundred and twelve it rained, in fifty-one there was fog, 
and in two hail. 

The springs appear to be getting worse. On the nineteenth 
of May it was extremely cold, the ground covered with snow, 
and although by no means sensitive on such points, I was 
obliged to order my bed-room to be heated as in winter. The 
inundations of the Neva in general take place between the 
seventeenth of August and 3ie twenty-third of November — 
and they too appear to be getting worse, as the following 
table of the rise of the waters will show. 



Years. 


Feet. Inches. 


Tears. 


Feet. Inches. 


1721 


7 4 


1756 


7 3 


1723 


7 7 


1777 


10 7 


1726 


8 2 


1788 


7 5 


1729 


7 1 


1802 


7 5 


1744 


7 


1824 


13 7 


1752 


8 5 







I have now given a hasty sketch of St. Petersburg, or rather 
of its more prominent details, leaving alone as much as possi- 
ble the objects enlarged upon by other travellers. 
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CHAPTER XL 



JOURMET FROM ST. PETERSBURG TO MOSCOW. 

Departure from St. Petersburg — the one thing needful to a traveller 
— ^inns and living — peasantry on the road — musical instruments 
— national songs — the Korovoda — curious remnant of Paganism 
— dress of the women— dances — architecture of the villages — 
alarming property of wooden houses — agricultural customs — 
NovgortKi — Valdai — ^Tver — ^Torjok — ^its staple manufactures of 
veal outlets and morocco slippers — ^military road — ^Russian sol- 
diers — arrival at Moscow. 

••An English traveller," saith Mr. Josiah Conder, in his . 
Model?! Traveller, " who had visited the most remote and 
desolate parts of the. Scottish Highlands, even half a century 
ago, would be ill-prepared to encounter the inconveniences, 
discomforts, and privations, to which he would be exposed in 
journeying from one capital of Russia to the other, if he did 
not carry along with him the means of preventing or remedy- 
ing them. The representations of Dr. Clarke with regard to 
the condition of Russia must be taken with much caution and 
qualification ; yet he speaks but the language of all other tra- 
vellers in this country, when he advises that nothing should 
be expected from inns, or houses of entertainment, not even 
clean straw for a bed. He ejiumerates the following articles 
as forming an indispensable portion of the traveller's baggage : 
—a pewter tea-pot ; a kettle ; a saucepan, the top of which 
may he used as a dish ; tea^ sugar, and a large cheese ; loaves 
of bread made into rusks ; if in the winter, frozen meat ; wine 
in the cold districts, vinegar in the hot. Thus prepared, he 
may safely encounter this long journey." 

This crux viatorum was not held forth in the days of Peter 
the Great, but in the year 1825 ; and, nevertheless, I had the 
courage to get into the diligence at St. Petersburg, without 
any oUier provision for so tremendous a journey than a bottle 
of Cognac. The advantage of providing myself with the said 
Cognac was twofold. In the first place, the article — which is 
well-known to be the only orthodox comforter of wayfarinff 
men — is difficult to be had on this road; and, in the second 
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place, the wioe which is offered as a suhstitute is not sold in 
small hottles: and I hope the, reader agrees with me that a 
large hottle would he too mach at a time— if taken very oflen 
in the day. 

I found the road excellent ; the inns, with few exceptions, 
exceedingly comfortable; and the living, good or bad as I 
chose : for the traveller dines by the carte, and has the best 
wines of France and Germany at his command. I should like 
to^ see a gentleman going into one of these establishments 
with a large cheese under his arm, and the lid of a saucepan 
by way of a dish. As for his kettle and pewter tea-pot, they 
would excite a universal cachinnation, spreading firom village 
to village ; for almost every hut is provided with an immense 
tea-um of burnished brass. In fact, the only discomfort or 
privation I suffered,— or, at least, was about to suffer, — was in 
the way of tea. I, in my unhappy ignorance, fancied the ar- 
ticle to be exceedingly good ; but a Russian merchant, one of 
my fellow-travellers, held my hand in time, warning me that 
it was destitute of the true oriental aroma. At every station 
he produced a secret hoard of his own, hnd insisted upon treat- 
ing the company. 

They drink much finer tea in Russia than in England ; but 
the difference, I suspect, does not lie in the land or sea car- 
riage. In the former country, you meet with no such thing 
as five, or six, or seven shilling tea in a respectable house, 
whether public or private. The lowest price is ten or twelve 
rubles a pound — and the Russian pound is smaller than the 
English — from which rate it ascends to a guinea. At these 
prices I have a notion the tea is as good in London as any- 
where else in the world. 

The villagers between the two capitals must not be taken 
as a &ir sample of the Russian peasantry. On this great high- 
way, many circumstances contribute to enrich, and many to 
demoralize them. The women are oflen handsome, — setting 
aside' the peculiarity of shape which I noticed at St Peters- 
burg, — but, with hardly an exception, they are given to the 
odious practice of painting their faces. This blackens and 
destroys the teeth, and makes an otherwise pretty face altoge- 
ther unapproachable. The custom, so far as I know, is en- 
tirely laid aside by the nobility. 

Every day appeared to me to be a holiday. In the evening* 
nothing was to be heard but music, and nothing seen but 
groups of peasant girls, magnificently dressed, dancing and 
singing the Korovoda. 
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The musical instniments in the hands of the Russian pea- 
sants are all extremely simple, and such as correspond with 
the condition of a rude people. Antiquarians trace most of 
them to the Greeks; but the -musical instruments of one coun- 
try may resemble those of another, and yet be original in both. 
Almost all nations, for instance, have mvented a drum and a 
flute ; because these simple contrivances for the production of 
musical sounds will be stumbled upon accidentally, if the in- 
ventive genius does not exist The ancient Greek music is 
in the same way said to be reproduced among the forests of 
Russia ; but, in fact, the Russian melodies bear a still greater 
resemblance to the national airs of the Scots. 

However, the learned Thebans behold the Cetra of the an- 
cients, described by Ovid in the halalayka of the Russian pea- 
sant. It is a sort of guitar, made of hollow wood, the barrel 
part extremely, small, and furnished sometimes with two, some- 
times with three strings. It is neatly formed, but may be 
bouffht in Moscow for sixpence. 

The Doudka is a flute. 

The Gelaika is a double flute, resembling the one described 
by Horace. 

The Gusli is a kind of piano, laid upon a table ; and is fur- 
nished with steel chords touched by the fingers. 

These, with the Pandean pipes, are all the ancient instru- 
ments of the Russians ; and it does not appear that any at^ 
tempt was ever made to improve them. 

The vocal music resembles very much 4he Scottish, but hc^ 
still less variety. The peasants go on for hours together rin^ 
inff the changes upon a few notes, which would appear ridi- 
culous if set down in the musical score ; but when sung by 
them are touching and pleasing in no ordinary degree. In 
the article of beUs^ however, their taste is very extraordinary. 
They appear to have no idea of ringing harmony from such 
machines. They have a kind of music in which each per- 
former takes only a single note, and thus a complete whole, 
instead of being woven together, is produced by separate and 
distinct sounds : yet it does not seem to occur to them that 
harmony may be extracted in the same manner from the con- 
flicting tones of bell-metal. To live in the neighbourhood of 
a church in this country is distracting ; tor three or four bells, 
all of diflTerent calibres, are set clattering and jarring, and 
thundering at the same instant, and will continue at such bar- 
barous amusement for an hour together. 

If Dr. Collins is to be believed, the change in musical taste 
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since his time is not the letist remarkable part of the revolu- 
tion which has taken place in manners. 

" In short," says he, " if you would please a Russian with 
musick, get a concert of Billingsgate Dightingales, which, 
joyned with a flight of screech owls, a nest of jackdaws, a 
pack of hungiy wolves, seven hogs in a windy day, and as 
many cats with their carrivols, and let them smg ikcryme, 
and that will ravish a pair of Russian luggs better tha!n all 
the musick in Italy, light ayres in France, marches of Eng- 
land, or the jigs of Scotland." 

In the present day, the music is rich and pathetic, and the 
voices that sing it almost always rich and sweet I am tempt- 
ed to introduce here the following translation (as literally as 
it could be rendered) of a populstr song. For this translation, 
also, I am indebted to Mr. J. C . 

The white day is waning, the night. cometh on, 
The night cometh on, and the twilight is fading ; 
And to me, youthful one, my beloved sendeth, 
My beloved sendeth, and then cometh himself. 
" Art at home, my beloved, my own precious delight V* 
And I, youthful onej starting up in a flutter, 
I leap from my bed, and put on my shoes. 
Just to go into the balcony, just to whisper a word. 
I asked him first of his health — my dear, my beloved, 
And then I told him all, all his poor girl's grief. 
" O my bright falcon, my beautiful youth ! 
Is it thus we must part ?— even so must thou leave me ?** 
" Even so, even so ; and whilst thou, my charmer. 
Clasping thy hands, rainest tears on my face !" 
" Farewell, my beloved ; farewell, my precious one !" 
And I, youthful one, have a little green garden ; 
And in my little garden there are three trees. 
On one tree there are sweet apples, on another green pears, 
- And the third, is a bitter, bitter aspen.'. 

On the aspen ,there 8in|reth a cuckoo among the branches. 
Hark how the cuckoo smgeth — " My sweet one complains. 
She hath lost, she hath lost, him whose lips did kiss her ! 
She hath lost, she hath lost, him whose ar^s did fold her !*\ 
Farewell, my beloved ! Farewell, my precious one ! 

In this, however, there is too much poetryj to allow me to 
think that it ia a genuine song of the peasantry ; and, besides, 
it is destitute of allusion to their peculiar customs and avoca- 
tions. The following is a literal version of one of the Koro- 
voda songs, which I heard so oflen as to make me familiar 
with many of the words, as well as with the air : — 
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A KOROVODA SONG. 

•• *Tis millet we've sown, 'tis millet we've sown, 
Oi Dida and Lado, have sown, have sown ; 
And the millet we'll tread, and the millet we'll tread ; 
Oi Dida and Lado, we'll tread, we'll tread." 

•* But with what will you tread ? Oh, with what will you tread 7 
Oi Dida and Lado, with what will you tread ?" 

** With horses let loose, with horses let loose ; 
Oi Dida and Lado, with horses let loose. 
And the horses we'll catch, the horses we'll catch, 
Oi Dida and Lado, we'll catch, we'll catch." 

** But, with what wilf you catch, with what will you catch ? 
Oi Dida and Lado, will catch, will catch ?" 

"Oh ! with nets of silk, and with nets of silk 
Oi Dida and Lado, with nets, with nets. 
Or the horses we'll buy, we'll buy, we'll buy ; 
Oi Dida and Lado, we'll buy, we'll buy." 

" But with what will you buy ? — with what Will you buy ? 
Oi Dida and Lado, will buy, will buy ?" 

»* We'll give yoU a hundred, a hundred rubles ; 
Oi Dida and Lado, a hundred, a hundred." 

" A thousand won't do, not a thousand will do, 
Oi Dida and Lado, a thousand, a thousand I" 

•* Then we'll give a young lass, a fair young lass, 
Oi Dida and Lado, a pretty young lass." 

** That — that is the price — 'tis that we must have, 
Oi Dida and Lado, 'tis that we must have." 

The above simple ditty is not only connected with the every- 
day avocations of the peasantry, but with their ancient pagan- 
ism. The festival of the Slavonian goddess Dida, and her son 
lado, was celebrated by the songs of the devotees as they 
circled round a birchen tree in one of the slow dances of their 
country. The tree was hung with ribbons, which were af- 
terwards thrown into the river, and auguries drawn from the 
forms they assumed in floating down the stream. 

In performing the Korovoda, the peasant girls join hands in 
10 
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a circle ; but, instead of a birchen-tree, they have the smart- 
est lass, or best singer in the village, in the middle. The 
motions of the dance, if dance it can be called, are slow and 
languid, and the air is extremely simple and almost melan- 
choly. The song, notwithstanding, appears to amuse the 
performers very much ; the most wag^h smiles and glances 
are interchanged ; and, at the conclusion, when the priestess 
selects another young girl, and draws her into the middle, the 
men who are looking on invariably hail the consmnmation 
with a loud laugh, i must add, that the heathenish names of 
Dida and Lado are beginning to be omitted in some districts ; 
the priests having admonished their simple flock that to pro- 
nounce them is a sin. 

I was very much surprised by the holiday garb of the pea- 
sant ^irls on this road ; which was as rich in appearance as it 
mustTiave been expensive in reality. Some wore a garment 
resembling the large cape of a man's cloak, drawn in or not 
at the waist at the fancy of the wearer. This was always of 
silk or satin, lined with lambs'-wool as white as snow, aoms 
looked still better in the national sarafan, likewise of the same 
rich materials ; and, in this case, their shirt sleeves, very full 
and dazzlingly white, reaching to the wrist, gave them the 
appearance of ladies of the court. Sometimes Uiese garments 
were embroidered with gold lace; and almost always the 
shoes either glittered with spangles, or were made of morocco 
leather oi different colours. Their ear-rings were generally 
in the form of a triangle, and of real oearls — a fact which at 
first I could hardly brmg myself to believe. The curiosity I 
expressed appeared to grati^ these simple girls very much ; 
and, with a kindness and politeness native to the Russian fe- 
male, they allowed me to examine their ear-rings and capotes 
as much as I chose. 

The men rarely joined in the amusements of the women, 
although they sometimes crowded round them to look oh. 
Singing in parts seemed to be their own favourite recreation ; 
but sometimes they perfoirmed the strange dance peculiar to 
their country. This was described by Olearius as consisting 
of various slow movements of the head and shoulders, while 
the feet remained almost stationary ; and, to the present day» 
no alteration whatever has taken place. The individuals who 
appeared to me to be the fondest of this amusement were the 
soldiers ; and a circle of these men, wrapped in their gray 
cloaks, watching with the deepest interest the peiformance 
of a single comnide, formed a highly curious spectacle. The 
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^^men, in the meantime, only a few yards off, pursued their 
KoroToda, neither party taking the smallest notice of each 
other. Maltebrun says, after some traveller, that the Rus- 
sians are as great dancers as the French ; but this is alto- 
gether incorrect 

The houses in the villages, with a very few exceptions, are 
of wood, that is to say, built of pine-trees, stripped of the bark, 
and laid horizontally upon each other. They are generally of 
two stories, standing with their gable-ends to the road, the 
roof projecting some distance, and often ornamented with rude 
sculpture. At each story, there are two, three, and even four 
small glazed windows, placed in a lin& A strong prejudice 
prevails in favour of wooden houses, which are said to be 
warmer and wholesomer than those of brick or stone. At one 
time of the year, however, a stranger to their peculiarities 
runs some risk of getting a severe fright. When a sudden 
thaw takes place, a terrific noise is heard throug^hout the 
buildin<y, givmg the idea, if it occurs in the night time, of a 
band of robbers attempting to burst into the house. A friend 

of mine, Mr. P of Moscow, on one occasion of the kind, 

leaped from his bed, armed himself with his pistols, and re- 
mained in great alarm for a considerable time. 

In 1804 there were eighty-seven millions of pines in Russia 
fit for building; and at the same period there were eight 
nillions proper to be used for masts. 

Till reaching Novgorod I found the agricultural habits of 
the peasants pretty nearly the sam'e as those in Finland. 
During a part of the route they dry the^ grain in the same 
way, and are thus able to keep it, if necessary, for fifteen or 
even eighteen years. The custom of burning the trees for the 
sake of manure is also the same. I have- myself repeatedly 
seen the operation in the governments of St Petersburg and 
Novgorod.* 

In some districts they throw the seeds into the almost hot 
ashes as soon as the fire is extinct The time chosen is when 
the dew of the evening falls ; and, going over the ground with 
nothing else than a slight plough and a wooden rake, it some- 
times produces, it is said, even a hundred fold. It is remarked 
that the peasants, as is natural in the case of ignorant persons, 
are so fond of these large and quick returns, that they leave 



* Not on the present journey. I was subsequently on this rood, 
amd have thrown the observations made at both times into one. 
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uncultivated the really good land. Their triumph lasts, 
however, only for three years — and in some cases the crops 
are pretty good even for four or five years ; but after that, the 
land which has thus been manured with its own ashes, and 
fed upon' its own substance, is good for nothing for twenty 
years to come. 

Novgorod is a very interesting city to the Russian anti- 
quary — if Russia can be said to have anything to do with 
antiquity at all. It must be studied, however, in its history, 
not m Its monuments. Even when worth preserving, the 
perishing nature of the materials sets it out of the question ; 
and the traveller will be perfectly well satisfied with the 
space— always too ample — allowed him by the conducteur of 
the diligence for inspecting the remains of Novgorod the 
Great 

The cathedral of Saint Sophia is considered one of the 
oldest churches in Russia ; and there are also several others 
built of brick. The city was once a Hanseatic town, and 
contained a -population of four hundred thousand souls. It 
still occupies a large area of ground; but its inhabitants 
amount only to six or seven thousand. Its grandeur began to 
decline at the commencement of the fifteenth century ; and 
the foundation of St Petersburg destroyed all the little conse- 
quence it had then left 

Valdai is a small town which stands in one of the best 
situations on this road. The country around may even be 
said to be romantic ; and the place itself is celebrated both for 
its bells and belles ; the former having the sweetest tones, 
and the latter the fiiirest faces in this part of the country. 

Tver is an important town, where the barks pass into the 
canal of Vichney-Volochick for the Volga. But I must not 
forget to say, that at Torjok I had the satisfaction of eatiuff 
the finest veid cutlets in Europe. Every body knows the veu 
cutlets of Torjok, and the French lady who manufactures 
them ; and every body has heard her account of the praises 
bestowed upon them by the whole world. This praise, indeed, 
was so loud and long, that the empress herself burned with 
curiosity to taste them; and madame had the honour of being 
brought to St Petersburg express, to make veal cutlets for 
majesty. 

Another celebrated manufacture of Torjok is that of mo- 
rocco slippers, caps, &c. &c. The leather is in different 
pieces or difierent colours, stitched together with silk, and 
forming various agreeable figures ornamented with gold and 
silver lace. 
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I do not think that on this road the scenery is so had, or the 
loute so uninteresting as travellers in general assert ; hat I 
have a great deal to do within the little space thatis left to 
me, and must hurry on to Moscow. It ought to be said, 
however, that the road itself is excellent from beginning to 
end. At regular distances it is severed by a deep and wide 
trench, which is crossed by means of a wooden bridge, making 
a sharp turn to the .right or left This bridge, in case of the 
march of an enemy, could either be destroyed or defended ; 
and, from the great number of such interventions occurring in 
the space of four hundred and eighty-seven miles between the 
two cities, a serious annoyance would be opposed to the pro- 
gress of the invading force. 

There is also to he seen at the road-side every few versts 
an object less easily comprehended by the stranger. It is a 
small but handsomely painted house, with an espumade care- 
fully rolled, and an unarmed soldier standing sentry like a 
statue at the door. On the esplanade there is a large wooden 
triangular machine, brilliantly painted, and the traveller, not 
knowing what else to do with it, sets it down as some un- 
heard-of engine of punishment Its real purpose, however, is 
merely to clear the road of the snow ; and the whole military 
establishment is devoted to similar objects. 

The Russian soldiers are fiir from being formidable in ap- 
pearance. At St Petersburg, the Guards, who are in general 
almost the only force there, are drawn in at the waist like 
wasps, till they can hardly breathe; and so helpless do they 
seem, that the idea occurred to me when looking along the 
line, that by means of a single good buffet on the ear of the 
nearest man Uie whole rank might be floored. Out of St 
Petersburg, they are, takin^^them in the mass, small, mean- 
looking, shuflling fellows. Their undress is peculiarly unbe- 
coming ; and even in warm weather you see them shambling 
along, Duttoned up to the throat in coarse grey greatcoats. 
When they spy an officer on the road, even at a considerable 
distance, they pull off their bonnet, and do not presume to put 
it on again till Uiev are far beyond his reach. The officer on 
his part, however low be his rank, and although when in un- 
dress almost as shabby as the men, hardly ever deigns the 
smallest ailutation. 

When a peasant is enlisted he becomes nominally free, and 
may even rise to promotion; but before this takes place, he 
appears to me to be looked upon by his superiors rather as a 
peasant than a soldier. This is partly owing, no doubt, to the 
*^ 10* 
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0cantinefl8 of his pay, which obliges him to undertake any 
menial job he can get In the towns a general fund arising 
from such resources is under the care of one of the officers, 
and divided by him among the men. 

When on military duty, however, these fellows change 
their character. In St Petersburg they march on the pave- 
ment, not in Indian file, but as many abreast as will esactly 
fill the space, and compel the other passengers to flounder in 
the mud of the street This is an intoleraUe hardship in the 
spring, when it is impossible to cross a street without wading 
sjikl^eep. I had one day the misfortune to meet an entire 
regiment in this way ; and when I insisted upon planting 
myself at the wall, while they passed, instead of in the muS, 
they seemed astoniahed at my impudence. 

I arrived at Moscow on the fourth night after leaving St 
Petersburg; and as it was too late to obtain entrance into the 
hotels, I availed myself of the hospitality extended to travellers 
by government, and stretched myself upon a sofa in the post- 
house. 



uomsoyr-^tru ap^kahamcii Am> iimABiTANTs. 115 



CHAPTER XIT. 



MOSCOW. — ITS APPEARANCE AM) INHABITANTS. 

Ancient and modern Moscow — ^the Holy City-Devotion of the 
natives on approaching it — distant view — change in the appear- 
ance of the site— general character of the scene— churches and 
palaces— constraction of the houses — scarcity of stoned-histori- 
cal anecdote — streets — population native and foreign — ^Russian 
merchants— merchants* wives — merchants* sons and daughters 
—mujiks-— pilgrims— monks and nuns—x-Tatars, Persians, and 
Armenians — interest excited by the emperor*s arrival-*-the kiss 
—domestic habits of the imperial family^-character of the em« 
peror and empress — ^Nicolas and the Jew. 

From almost the earliest epoch of its history, Russia formed 
•a kind of federation of States, very slightly connected in a 
political sense, but yet all feeling that they belonged to the 
same country. The princes of these states vied with each 
other for the empty title of grand or supreme prince; a name 
which, during the long period of the Tatar domination, simply 
meant, first slave and vassal of the Mongol. The wars of 
Uiese petty chiefe are uninteresting in the sameness of their 
atrocilT ; and here it only needs to be said, that in the latter 
half or the fourteenth century, the title in dispute seems to 
have become definitively attached to the dukedom of Moscow. 
In 1432 the first prince was crowned in that city, and Vladi- 
mir, where the coronation ceremony had hitherto taken place, 
fell from its rank of capitaL 

In 1647 Moscow was already a great city, since it lost in 
one confla^tion upwards of seventeen hundred lives. It 
was then built of wood; and even the inclosures of the gar- 
dens being of the same material, the very trees were con- 
verted into charcoal. In 1602 it had waxed prodigiously: for 
then it was a)>le to lose a hundred and twenty-seven thousand 
individuals by a pestilence. In 1686, according to the testi- 
mony of Olearius, it was " one of the greatest cities in Europe," 
containing no fewer than two thousand churches. The streets 
were very broad ; but the houses bemg of wood, fires were so 
frequent that men were stationed everywhere with pole-axes 
to cut down, in case of need, the adjoming buildings. Such 
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is the ori^ of the watchmen of to-day. Under Alexis, the 
fkther of Peter the Great, the houses were still almost all of 
wood, sometimes tapestried with Flemish leather. The foun- 
dation of St Petersburg eventually deprived the city of much 
of its ancient importance ; and in 1812 it was almost totally 
destroyed in consequence of the invasion of the French. 

The Moscow of to-day, therefore, is a new city; with frag- 
ments here and there of the ancient skeleton, enough to 
plunge the traveller into a reverie, and fill the busy precincts 
around him with the shapes that in general haunt only tombs 
and ruins. 

I cannot account for the circumstance ; but since I have 
heard the same thin^ remarked in conversation by others, I 
may venture to mention, that if I had left Moscow on the se- 
cond or third day after my arrival, I should have pronounced 
it to be fiir inferior in interest to St Petersburg. It did not 
at first strike me with the surprise I should expect from the 
novelty of its details when I now remember them ; and I 
turned away almost with weariness from a view, exhibiting 
at one instant between thirteen and fourteen hundred domes, 
spires, and cupolas. 

If this is strange^ the forcible manner in which the scene 
afterwards took hold of my imagination is still stranger. Day 
after day, hour after hour, it fixed, and grappled, and clung. 
I ^wandered, like an unquiet spirit, about the streets; I gazed 
from the esplanade of the Kremlin — from the tower of Ivan 
Velikoi — fix)m the Shivoy Gorka — and still the cravings of my 
curiosity were unsatisfied. After a residence of six weeks, I 
left Moscow with the sacra fames unappeased ; aiid to this 
day the Holy City rises upon my dreams like a vision of poetry 
or romance. 

Moscow may have been injured in its trade by the founda- 
tion of the new metropolis ; it may have been shorn of its 
wealth by the invasion of Napoleon : but so long as the Rus- 
sians retain their character as a distinct people, so long as 
they worship the soda of their forefathersi, it will still be the 
dearest haunt of meir steps, it will still be the Holt Citt. 
Its soil is enriched with the blood of martyrs ; its temples are 
filled with the bones of the saints. It is the East of the soul, 
to which men turn in prayer. When St Petersburg herself 
desires more especially to sanctify her ceremonies and pro- 
cessions, she sends to this elder sister to borrow some of those 
inestimable relics, without whose presence the sparkle of gold 
and gems would be less than nothing and vanity. 
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To see the look of the wandering peasant when he ap- 
proaches Moscow! — when, yet far oflj the sound of her. 
thousand bells is wafted up6n his ear ! — when the proud and 
beautiful spectacle of her towers, and domes, and spires, un- 
folds itself to his eye ! He pauses — he, this untamed savage,, 
this creature of the senses of the perishing body — ^ina tumult 
of awe, affection, and delight ! He pulls on his hat, makes the 
sign of the crpss upon his brow, shoulders, and bosom, clsiips 
his hands upon his chest, and bows his body to the earth. He 
advances another step towards the Holy City ; and then sinks 
upon his knees, and falls down upon his face, touching the 
ground with his forehead. 

On the Sparrow Hills, where the French army saw for the 
first time the devoted city, a splendid view is obtained — per- 
haps one of the richest views of the kind in Europe. The 
Moskva is in front, with one of the long rafls of the country 
floating down the stream ; and, in the distance, the city rises 
above the horizon, with the tall tower of Ivan Velikoi over- 
topping the whole. 

From this place the ground on which it stands appears to 
be almost a flat; but, as we advance towards it, from the ris- 
ing and falling of the parts of the picture, we perceive that, 
in reality, the city stands upon lofty ground, swelling from 
the water's edge, and variegated with numerous eminences. 
The nature of the site alone gives it an advantage over the 
new capital ; for, eveiy now and then, as you wander on, a 
diflferent point of view is obtained, and the town presents itself 
in a different aspect. These aspects, however, are different 
only when you have been long enough here to recollect 
yourself. For the first day or two you are bewildered, pro- 
bably fatigued, by the mass of domes and cupolas rising on 
all sides around you. It is not till you recover from this con- 
fusion of mind, and are able in some de^ee.to arrange and 
classify the objects around, that you feel the whole effect of 
Moscow. 

But, when you approach these buildings, which so astonish 
you in the mass, a new sensation altogether is produced. You 
find yourself— perhaps, for the first time, however much you 
may have travelled — in a strange and far-away land, in such 
a place as hitherto you have only seen in the clouds, when a 
rich sun-set brings out in a sharp light and shadow, a thousand 
gay, gorgeous, grotesque, and unworldly forms. 

To describe in words the innumerable temples of the Holy 
City, or any one of tiiem, is altogether impossible. A new 
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lan^ruage would be required, a new nomenclature. They 
poesesB nothing in common with the other temples of the 
world ; or, sometimes, even with one another. A great part 
of the effect produced by the architecture of Moscow lies in 
the colouring ; and you must daub that fentastic pile all over 
with red, yellow, blue, green, silver, and gold, before it looks 
half as fimtastic as it is. 

II^This, however, is not a common specimen taken at random 
from the mass. It is ultra-Russian in taste. It is the famous 
cathedral of Vassili Blagennoi; with which its founder, Ivan 
the Terrible, was so much delighted, that he is said to have 
put out the architect's eyes, in order that it might remain the 
chef d'oBuvre of his art This story, however, I do not believe. 
The church was founded in 1554, in memory of the conquest 
of Kazan, and the tzaritsa Anastasia did not die till 1560. 
Ivan had not yet become the Terrible to his own subjects ; for 
his good an^el, that amiable and lovely princess, had not yet 
taken her flight to heaven. 

Another class of buildings are the palaces of the nobility, 
and the hospitals and hospices. These are in the taste of St 
Petersburg, and they imitate in the same way, the classic 
models. They are all of some light and delicate colour. Be- 
tween are frequently small, or undistinguished houses ; but 
these, too, are painted to correspond. The effect of the city, 
therefore, is unique in the whole, although as different as may 
be in its separate parts. 

The houses are in general low ; in very rare cases contain- 
ing more than two stories, and very often consisting entirely 
of a rez de chaussee. In the part of the town called the Zem- 
lend-gorod, and in the faubourgs, they are usually built of 
wood ; but everywhere else brick is the material, interspersed 
with deals as at St Petersburg. For the foundations, how- 
ever, stone is used ; a very scarce and dear article. It is 
brought either from the quarries of Tartarovo, which are al- 
ready nearly exhausted, or from Mitchkova, several leagues 
from the city. 

We find the scarcity of stones existing even in the time of 
Alexis, father of Peter the Great When the famous boiar 
Matveef was at length persuaded by his friend the emperor 
to build himself a new house, the work was at a stand for 
want of materials for the foundation. As soon as this was 
publicly known, the citizens assembled, and Matveef saw 
carts arriving from all quarters fillqd with stones. He do- 
miioded the price. 
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«« These stoneB," said they, " are not for sale. We have 
taken them from the tomhs of our Others to present to our 
benefactor !" 
. " What shall I do, my prince 1" said the boiar, in agitation. 

'* Take them," replied the tsar ; « were such a gift offered 
to me, God knows how proud I should be to accept of it !" 

The tomb of M atveef is in the street of the Armenians, 
where it was erected by Count Romanzof, one of his descen- 
dants. It is too simple, for it wants the magnitude which 
makes simplicity grand. The illustrious boiar, after having 
been banished by court intrigues to one of the dreariest dis- 
tricts in the country of Arclumgel, found, on his return, the 
whole capital convulsed by the revolt of the Strelits ; and he 
fell by their hands, a victim to his courage and loyalty. 

Before the conflagration of Moscow m 1812, there were 
nine thousand one hundred and fifty-eight houses, of which 
six thousand three hundred and forty-one were destroyed. In 
another place will be seen a table containing a statement of 
the present number of buildings, by which it will be observed 
that the city has already — in Uie space of tweniy-five years — 
refined more than it lost 

The pavement of the streets is formed of pebbles taken 
from the bed of the Moskva, and comprising specimens of jach 
pers and other stones interesting to tiie mineralogist, but pe- 
culiarly obnoxious to the pieton. There are in general trot- 
toirs, however, more carefully paved, even when the same in 
materials. 

The pietons are in ereneral &r more interesting than those 
of St Petersburg. We see here the Russian merchant in all 
his glory. He still belongs, indeed, to a caste separate from 
that of the nobility, but he is no longer ashamed of it He 
floes not live in a city of the nobles, where he must find him- 
self the slave of their wants and wishes ; for the number at 
Moscow is comparatively small, and they are in general in- 
vested with so much historical dignity, that the reverence 
they demand involves no degradation. This idea assumes no 
form in the merchant's bram, but he is conscious of it, not- 
withstanding. He begins to talk of " his order." On great 
occasions be walks majestically through the streets in a uni- 
form covered with gold lace ; for the emperor, with a far- 
sighted policy worthy of Peter the Great himself, haa offered 
a premium upon pride. 

The merchant's wife is rarely seen in the streets; bat 
when she is, you make room for her with involuntary respect. 
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She is dressed in a robe of silk or satin so rich in the mate- 
rials, and BO exquisitely delicate, or so gorgeously bright in 
the colour, that it might serve for a queen. Her face is beau- 
tiful, for she is paintad with such art that one requires to ap- 
proach very close indeed to discover the counterfeit ; and her 
dark bright eyes wander about, or-rest upon yours, with all 
the curiosity which is natuml in a recluse. In order that you 
should not mistake her for a noblewoman, she wears upon her 
head a little sad-coloured silk handkerchief, put on with such 
artful simplicity, that the very ties are concealed. 

The merchant's son is a tall, good-humoured looking fellow, 
ecmietimes with a smoothly shaven chin, and sometimes with 
a little beard that offers a compromise between his own mo- 
dern taste and his sire's antique prejudices. He wears no 
sash, and his caftan begins to sneak stealthily into the Euro- 
pean frock. 

The merchant's daughter is a little girl with a French 
bonnet, a muslin gown, and bishop's sleeves. You can see* 
with one eye that she reads French novels and plays the 
piano. She does not walk beside her papa and mamma, but 
either after or before them. Neither does she take her bro- 
ther's arm. She has a pensive air, like one who thinks much ; 
and sometimes, in a fit of abstraction, will allow her eye to 
rest upon yours for half a minute at a time. 

The artificers of the town are like those of St Petersburg, 
and generally wear long boots ; but almost all the other mu* 
jiks are in shoes of the Imden bark. The women of this claas 
are almost as numerous as the men ; for if they do not come 
in from the country to work, they come to pray. Nearly 
every day there are processions of twenty — thirty — forty— or 
fifty peasant women passing through the streets, dressed in 
coarse gowns of a drab colour with wallets at their back and 
long staves in their hand. These are pilgrims; and after 
wo^hipping in the Holy City, it is probably tiieir intention to 
go on to the &mous monastery of Troitsa, at a distance of 
eighty versts. In this case in addition to the linden shoes on 
their feet, they have a pair dangling at their waist ; fi)r they 
must walk every step of the way, or lose the benefit of their 
devotion. These women are of all ages above fifteen or six- 
teen, and of all complexions ; but their shapeless gown, and 
their short petticoats displaying rags wrapped about their legs 
instead of stockings, confer upon them an appearance altoge- 
ther unattractive. 

In a city of temples like this, the monks and priests, it may 
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%e supposed^ ^^ na inconsiderable part of the population; 
hat in addition fotheraa~ there are here numerous n^^is^ These 
9Xe not shut up in their convents as in Catholie countries ; 
hxA, dressed in black fi-om top to toe^ -w^ith high conical t^ps, 
and unveiled faces, they form rather an interesting^ part of Uie 
Bfreet picturesque. " ^ 

^ All the .above classes are natives; but the foreigners are so 
numerous as to play a very prominent part in the show. At 
St. Petersburg they are distinguished bv their pig-tailed coats, 
jeiiiri^ gait, and smooth chins ; while here we pee every mo- 
dMcatidnof the oriental physiognomy, costume, and manner." 
The Tatars; Persians, and Armejiisms are the most numeroui^ 
gf eat multitudes of them residing habitually at Mo6cow,^where 
they have places of worship of their own ; but in addition to 
these the Turkish prdvinces, the^Krimea, the Caucasus, ' aJl 
have- their representatives. This central city of Russia is a 
pomt of union between the White Sea and the Frozen Ocean 
on the north, and the Euxine, the Sea ©f Azof, and the Cas- 
pian on the sduth^ between' the Sea of Okotsk on^the east, 
and; the !l^&ic and the Gulf of Bothnia on the west Mer- 
chants congregate here from all quarters; and travellers 
in^et,.to'staretit one another, from the Thames^ the Nile, the 
Garig^- and^tKe Mississippi. ' . ^ • 

Oh my arrival, the whole of this variegated^pulatioirVere 
stirring like tiie inhabitents of a bee-hive. There seemed to 
be a *' sensation'' in the town, a3 if something prodigious had 
happMied-i*as if another Alezandrine column was -erecting 
itself in the Krenilm. ' ^ ^ . 

" The empck* is come !" — ^this was the cry ; and the nobles 
were yoking th^tr coaches and'four, the droskis flying, double 
Ipadea, along the ^stre'ets, and Ihe mujtks, male and female, 
rushing like a whirlwind after. At St Petersburg-," where 
the emperor habitually -resides, he is a man of-— considerably 
upwards of six feet ; but nothing more. He reviews his troops 
before the palace, goes out to walk with his wife and children, 
strolls along the E^glii^ quay, and although every hat is 
moved that is in the way, very few come on purpose to move. 
And why 1— -because they can come at any time. 

In Moscow he is a ranty ; in Moscow, which is a Russian 
city, he is beloved almost to idolatry. 

" Our little father !" cry the mujiks, looking up into his fiu;e 
with devoted affection as he struggles through them. 

'< Come now, make a little room for me," says the emperor, 
passing on with his hand raised to his hat, ^ dp> brother, stand 

11 
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out of the way f * The occaMdn is like a (^ throagh the 
whole town, tuid the Kremlin, to whieh everybody has access, 
is like the scene of a great Mr, The ndace, defei»ded fiom 
the*people by nq enclosure^ is siirrounaed^ by a dense crowd 
-*of men, women, and children, from morning till night Some- 
times a beautiful Httle boy, one of the young 4>rince8, climbs 
up to the window to look oot, and all heads are instantly un- 
covered as if he was Nicolas himself. 

One day the imperial mother of this really fine family was 
silting at the-window, looking down' upon the crowds when 
the emperor coming behind her, put his arm round her neck 
and kissed her. No one unacquainted with the Russian cha- 
racter can conceive the effect of this simple act The gene- 
ral shout that came from the lips of the people-arose fro^i tlie 
holiest depths of their heart ; and I venture to say, that there 
was no man. of that vast concourse who^vould not have laid 
down his l^'for the Tsar, and no woman who/woukLnot have 
^UTffed her .son or husband to do sa 

I have mentioned the arrival of their majesties, only as it 
was connected with the more than usually picturesque > atti- 
tude in wliich I found the town ; but j;)erhaps. it« may be «ff 
well to conclude this chu^ter with- .the very little t n^eanto 
say aa the subjeot*of their private character. It was my wiish 
to have been presented to the emperor by chance ; b^t a cir- 
cumstance unknown to'the kind friend at St Petersburg Who 
fhrnished me with letters of recommendation for that purpose, 
prevented my ambiticm from Jbeinggratified^ Prince B* G ^ i, 
however, had the goodness to <^er me a 'formal presentation 
through the gov«mor-general ; but the ceremony, nninterest- 
ing^in itself, has been described so often that I did not think 
it worth the suit of uniform- it would have cost 

The emperor, who is a very tall and a very, handsome man, 
is naturally of a lively disposition* . He is always dressed with 
great precisicm, and every one understarals tliat it is neces- 
sary to appear before bun both well dressed and with a cheer- 
ful countenance* He is easy of access ; and seems to think 
an appearance of state almost unnecessary. At St Peters- 
burg, however, at each side of the door which leads to the 
imperial apartments, stands a black man gorgeously dressed 
in eastern costume. There are twelve of uiese men, who re- 
lieve eaoh other alternately in the duty of opening and Cut- 
ting the door, and announcing the name of the visiter. 

After break&st the emperor's first care is to go to the 
nursery to see his children, and ascertain how they have sjept 
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He taJces ea£b of them up, kisses them, romps with them*-for 
he is fill] of frolic; and glad to be a bo^ again when the cares of 
the world will let him. 

Their majesties dine at three o'clock (the general hour for 
the upper classes in Russia) with perfect simplicity ; and to- 
wards the, conclusion of the meal, the Grand Duke Alexander 
and the younger children come in to kiss their parents. When 
they rise from table, the emperor bestows upon his consort, 
also, some hearty kisses. He calls her "his wife;" but the 
empre^ who is a Prussian, never alludes to him but as ^ the 
emperor." She speaks English extremely well ; but Nicolas 
only indifierently. . 

**The character of the emperor and eoopress^" writes an 
English friend to me, */ is such that it is difficult to speak of 
them without excitipg in strangers a suspicion that the de- 
scription is overcharged. It is no exaggertion to say, that I 
never saw a fiimily where more aiSection and harmony existed, 
and that I believe the examples to be very rare indeed where 
so much can be discovered. I *have finequently seen these 
illustrious individuals surrounded by their children, and have 
partaken of the influence ever^ one receives who witnesses 
the scene ; and I can say, that m their domestic virtues they 
ure worthy of being held forth as a pattern not only to all 
sdvereigns but to all mankind." 

At St Petersburg, Nicolas has .frequently gone home in a 
droski when it rained; and once having no money in his 
pocket, the isvoschik, ignorant of his quality, detamed his 
cloak till he sent down the fiure. A better anecdote, how- 
ever, is told oS the contact he sometimes comes into with the 
lower classes. 

One Easter on coming out of the palace he addressed the 
sentry with his usual familiarity^ in the form of salutation 
prescribed for that day^— "Christ is risen!" Instead of the 
usual reply, " He is indeed," the fellow answered gravely, 
«< He is not indeed !" 

"Hey? howl What is thati" said the emperor, '«I said, 
Christ IS risen!" 

** And I replied, He is not /" 

" Why, who and what, in God's name, are youl" " / am 
a Jeter 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

TBir KREMLIN — CATHEDRALS — STREET SCENES. 

Origin of Moscow— Kjrcmlin — ^bazaar town-^whitetown — earthen 
town — ^holy g^ate-r-nunnery bf the Ascension— rtower of Ivan 
Velikoi— cathedral of the Annunciation — ^grand cathedral — ^Vir- 
gin of Vladimir — convent of Miracles— curious superstition-— 
.general effect of the scene — ^treasury — catalogue raisonn^ of 
street dainties — rarity of drunkenness-excesses in tobacco com- 
mitted only by the genteel. . ' . 

In ancient times, say the antiquaries, the banks of the 
Moskva at a certain place were covered with a gloomy forest. 
In the middle of this forest was a marsh, and in the middle of 
the marsh a little island, where a hermit whose name was 
Boukal built himself a hut. In process of years ,the hermit 
disappeared, and there arose on the spot a krenile, which is 
the Tatar word for fortress, and his hut was replaced by a 
palace. 

The Kremlin, forming an' irregular polygon surrounded' by 
lofty walls, flanked ^ towers at the angles, was the original 
Moscow. It was surrounded by a ditch, formed of the waters 
of the little river Neglinna, which came hither to discharge 
itself, into the Moskva. This stream is now condemned to 
fipd its waj in the dark, being vaulted oVer; and above its 
bed, the citizens wander, or recline, in the most beautiful pro- 
• menades that were ever seeff in the centre of a great city. * 

Numerous shops and markets speedily arose to the ea^t of 
the future metropolis, and without the walls; and in 1534 
these were considerable enough to be surrounded by a ditch, 
imd in the following year by a wall of their own. This por- 
tion of the .'town, which is called the Kitai-gorod, stands toge- 
ther with the Kremlin, on the lefl bank of the Moskva, where 
the river forms a broad serpentine folST 

A still more extensive faubourg arose on the same bank of 
the river, embracinff the whole breadth of the angle, and sur- 
rounding the two former portions except at the water side. 
It is called the Beloigorod, or white town, probably from its 
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Walls having been built of a white stone. They have pp^ dis- 
appeared, and are replaced by a planted boulevard. 

The last'&ubourg was the Zemlenoi-gorod, or earthem 
town, so called from a rampart which surrounded it, and 
which is now replaced by planted promenades. It forms a 
complete circle round the others on both sides of the river. 

Tie streets and houses which extend beyond this quarter, 
and to. which no general name is attached, although they are 
snrrouhded by a'rampart, form a very irregular figure ; ma'kiiig 
the greatest length of the city thirteen versts and two hun- 
dred and thirty feet, its fifreatest breadth eight versts and two 
hundred and tcin feet, ana its circumference about forty versts. 

The Kreinliri, although the smallest quarter, is undoubtedly 
the most worthy of attention; The iniildiags of the Kremlin 
are with few exceptions white, and the domes and cupolas of 
the churches ^den. For this reason, as well as from their 
form, the fantastic character of the scene is united with won- 
derflil lightness and elegance. 

The walls are embatUed in their whole length ; and it will 
be observed, that however odd and original are the towers by 
which they are flanked^ the prevailing order is Gothic. The 
Spaskoij or Holy Gate,, conducts us direct into the middle of 
the ^oup of palaces and cathedrals. Every one who enters 
by this gate must take off his hat while traversing the passage 
•^for the place is holy. The origin of the custom is uncer- 
tain^ some dating it from the last pestilence, and some from 
the deliverance of the city from one of the Tatar invasions : 
but the Russians hold fast by It with religious zeal, and .the 
stranger who errs fix>m ignorance is instantly admonished by 
the sentry; 

On entering' the gate the scene is splendid beyond descrin- 
tioh. On the left the view is open. A part of the esplanade 
is railed in for the exercise of the troops, and beyOnd them, at 
a great depth, you see the thousand domes of the city. On 
your right stands the convent of the nuns of the Ascension, 
adjoining the new palace^ and m front are the tall tower of 
Ivan Velikoi, and a numerous group of other buildings sur- 
mounted by gilded domes and cupolas. The convent contains 
two churches, one of which is modem, and forms a nameless 
jumble of the Grecian and Gothic. The establishment was 
founded in 1389, and contains the tombs of thirty-five grand 
princesses. I have seen here one or two nuns who might be 
called almost pretty; and that is far more than can be said of 
the rest of the holy sisters in Moscow. If the dress were 
11* 



made a little more becoming* I have no doubt that we riKmld. 
Bee in the nunneries a little more of the beauty of holiness. 

On passing the consent and the new palace» there ara three 
buildings exactly in front The one on the left hand is the 
cathedral of Saint Michael the Archangel ; that on the right 
is our liady of Pechersk, founded in thanksgiving for a victory 
over the Tatars ; and that in the middle is! the church gCSaint 
Nicholas, with the tower of Ivan VelikoL 

The tower is isolated &om the other buildings. It wa^ 
erected in 1600, in' the time of a frightful pestilence, by the 

rr of the city, who received bread in return Ibr. their labour, 
is two hundred and sixty-six feet high, not including the 
cupola, which is thirty-seven, or the cross, which is eighteen. 
The cupola is plated with fine gold, the cross with gilded 
copper. 

These .buildings may be said to form one side of a squ^re^ 
the opposite side of which is formed by the palace of the 
tsars, the imperial palaiJe^ and the angular palace, with the 
cathedral of the Annunciation, and the grand caihedral of the 
Assumption between. 

The former cathedral was almost renewed by Catharine IT. 
in 1T70; but its origin goes back to the end. of the fourteenth 
century.' Its appearance is "high fantastic;" and its roof 
and nine cupolas being richly gilded, the whole presents an 
aspect of barbarian ^ splendour unequalled even in Moscow. 
It is said, but I know not with what truth, that the cross of 
the centre cupola is of solid gold. The interior is small and 
dimly lighted, but full of the tawdry richness of the Greek 
church. The whole of the walls, both of the church and 
vestibule, are covered with frescoes representing sacred sub- 
jects. The saints, however, are mingled with the heathen 
philosophers, distinguished by their names ; and the latter 
hold in their hands little scrolls, written with seiitences c^ 
the gospel ! There are nine images, remarkable for sanctity 
and splendour ; and these, as well as* the other ornaments of 
the church, contained forty years ago upwards of eleven hun- 
dred pounds of silver, and upwards of seventy-seven pounds of 
gold. The pavement is of square agates. 

The church of the Assumption is the grand cathedral of 
Moscow. It was founded in 13^; but the present, edifice 
dates only from 1475, when it was constructed by a Bolognese 
architect - It has nothing Italian, however, in its form,*and ' 
very little in its omainents. The artist appears to have 
studied for his models, at least in general effect, the Russian 



monom^X^; altbcmgh a writer: in the Qn^erly Review dis- 
covers the Saxon and,Nbrman taste throughout. 

In the iBterior, the walls and columns ofi the chufch are 
covered with frescoes; but an image of the Virgin of Vladi- 
mir; painted hy the evangelist St, Luke^ is Uie grand ema^ 
ment. A solitaire worn ijy this precious lady in valued . at 
eighty thousand rubles, and the whole shrine at two bundled 
thousand. There are many images whioh, independently of 
their religious value, are highly curious as monumeats of the 
arts. Hfere, also, were once the tombp of-the patriarchs; and 
near the southern door is the ancient throne of the tsars. The 
ikcmastas, ascending, to the vaults, is one blaze -of gold and 
vermilion. , . 

Here are performed the most imppsin]^ ceremcHiies of the 
Greek church;; and, if the tower of Ivan Velikoi is the centre 
of the city to the eye, the cathedral of the Assumption is of 
the same d%nity to the heart. 

So much^as been said about th^ Great Bell in the spaee 
opposite that tower that I sliall do nothing more than mention 
it It is buried in the earth, and .the place covered over with 
wood, through which you descend by a trapndoor. 
- To the right of the bell, as you look towards, the tower, 
and adjoining the new palace, is the Convent of Miracles. 
One of its churches is dedicated to Saint Michael, and the 
other to Saint Alexis ; and both are handsome of Uie kind. 
On the outside of the wall there is a picture of the Trinity, 
which, on a front view, represents a dove, the symbol of the 
Holy Ghost If you look from the right, you see a portrait of 
the Father ; if from the left one of the Son. 

In one of these churches there is the dead, body of the saint, 
with the skuir exposed for the benefit of the feithful. I 
pressed forward, as usual) with the crowd, but was satisfied 
with a look. I turned away in horror from one of the most 
foul and disgusting objects I ever saw in my life; while my 
neighbours, male and female, kissed it with all the eagerness 
of an earthly attachment I was happy however to be kept 
in countenance by the little children, who, when held down 
to print a holy salute upon the black and liasty-looking b(^es, 
signified by their squalls how distasteful it was. m these 
churches, as well as several others, some of the images are 
to all appearance, if not in reality^ graven imi^es ; the figures 
being raised in metal from the ikonastas in a kind of bas-re- 
lief^ without painting. It is h^re, also, where the carved re- 
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presentation of the crucifixion which I have mentioned is to 
be seen with a candle burning befcve it 

In the little church of Saint John the Forerunner, at the 
western angle of the Kremlin, a curious superstition is per- 
mitted. There is a stone underneath the shrine of Saint 
Ouar, in which children are laid down who have some mortal 
disease. If it is the will of God to space their lives, they re- 
cover : if not, Uiey die instantaneously. Atwve the stone is 
hung a bunch of small crosses, such as are tied about the 
necns of chilten at their baptism. These, I was told, were 
gilts to the shrine from those who had thus miraculously 
escaped from the jaw« of death; and I found, on counting 
them, that there were between thirty and forty. 

I was not satisfied, however, with the story. I was loath 
. to write down so grave an accusation against the Russian 
church at second hand ; and I determined to witness the cere- 
mony myselfl An opportunity was not long of occurring. 
On goinff there one morning, I saw no fewer than six women 
wjth children at their breaste, waiting for the priest Oh the 
arrival of the holy man, each woman went in m tmn, heard a 
thort prayer, kissed a crucifix which he held out to her, and 
held it to the wan lips of the infant The priest^s part was 
then over. He steps aside to wait for another customer'; 
while the mother, laying down her charge upon the mystic 
stone, prostrated herself before the shrme. Her devotions 
over, — and they did not occupy more than a minnte^— she 
took up the poor babe again, and retij^ed. The church, there- • 
fore, I can say, takes no active share in this most paltry super- 
stition j it merely permits and encourages it 

The name of the saint. means heavy ; and this i& satisfactory 
enough reason for their having furnished him with a large 
stone. One of his old teeth, howeveiV cures'tooth-ache ; ror 
what reason is not so plain. Saint Ouar suffered martyrdom 
in Egypt, in the year 296. 

The palace of the tsars, and the angular palace, are build- 
ings-of the fifteenth century ; but they are rather grotesque 
than magnificent In fact, it would be equally useless and 
difficult' to give a minute description of the edifices of the 
Kremlin. U is the effect of the whole picture which is ad- 
mirable — ^the towers, the domes, the cupolas, the golden roofe, 
tH% staircases, the balconies, the ornaments, Grecian, (jothic, 
Saxon, and Russian, all mingled together in wild confusion. 
The only apartment worth mentioning in any of the palaces 
is the tmbne room in the angular palace ; and this .is worthy 
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^f mention only for its antique, heavy, and lugubrious air. 
, The vault is supported by a single column in the middle, so 
thick and massive as to obstruct the view ; and the sovereign 
seated on his throne must be concealed by it from very many 
of the company. The great hall in the preceptory of the 
Teutonic Knights at Marienburg is on the same plan ; but 
how difFerjent in execution ! There the roof is fonned by a 
group of shallow vaults all meeting in the middle, and the 
suj^rt is. a single granite pillar, small, delicate, and beauti- 
ful. It is impossible to give an idea in words of the effect 
produced by this union of the slender shaft with the depend- 
ing vaults. The pillar is like the slight stem of a flower, 
surmounted by that delicate, yet gorgeous cup, whose lips 
seem to widen that they may ^atch tiie dews of the morning 
as they fall ; and the waving^margin of this exquisite cup is 
caught, as it rises, in the circles of the arches, and mingled 
inextricably with the roof. 

The treasury of the Kremlin, contained in the new arsenal, 
is a very remarkable and complete collection of historical 
objects. The portraits of the tsars, their crowns, thrones, 
sceptres, globes, and jewels, form part of this unique museum ; 
but a multitude of less important articles, such as cane^gob- 
lets, paternosters, &^., which belonged to the various pffl&es, 
are likewise arranged in their respective order. The whole 
is highly curious to the^udent of historical manners. 

But the grand attraction of the Kremlin is its whole as a 
picture ; and, united to this whole, when standing on the es- 
planade, the spectator sees a great part of the city lying at 
his feet On the right, is a corner of the new palace, at the 
window of which the emperor shows himself to his subjects. 
A crowd of figures resembling these may be seen every day 
on the saine spot, but generally mixed with coaches and 
droskis. - - 

Among IJie groOp in the foreground are itinerant venders ] 
of luxuries, not only for the populace, but, strange to say, for ; 
the rich also. I have seen ladies, waiting there in their ' 
coach and four to see the emperor on parade, purchase bread 
or cakes from the hawkers, and eat them with much appetite : 
the identical cakes having just been fingered, and pinched, ; 
and pressed to the noses of the lowest rabble before their eyes, j 

The other dainties exposed for sale are sausages, red-hep- 1 
rings, apples preserved in <)uass, stewed pears spitted in doz- | 
ens upon a. stick, nut^ oranges, dried plums, gingerbread, 
small rings of bread called crindles, and kalatches, a ^eciea ! / 
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cf noil with what looks as if intended for a handle. Tha last- 
mentioned bread is peculiar, to Moscow, where there are up- 
wards of ninety establishments ihat bake nothing else. When 
the emperor presented his son, the crown prince who was 
bom here, to the citizens, he called him '* his Moscow kalatcL" 
There is also bleenie, carried . about hot on wooden dishes, 
and covered with a basin. This is a kind of pancake made 
of back-wheat, about the size of a saucer, and strewed with 
crumbs either of boiled egg or raw onions. It is eaten with 
hemp-oil. Another cake of a similar kind called karavai, the 
invention of which is due to the Tatars, is made also of buck- 
wheat, but in a conical form. It is cut down the middle, dip- 
ped in oil, and clapped into the mouth* W> are also treated 
with great quantities of dried mushrooms, cooked in hemp-oil- 
Tfiey are of quite a dlSerent kind ^m the champignons, and, 
when well di^sssed, I found them more agreeable. The Rus- 
sians are ^eat eaters of oil ; but not of train-oD, or lamp^il, 
as they will have it in England. 

The liqueurs for the re&eshment of the crowd are, in the 
first place, quass. This is a substitute for small beer, and is 
drunk even at the tables of the nobility. It is sourish but un- 
decided, and is disagreeable to most stranp^ers, both in taste 
and flavour. It is not only used as a drink, however, but as 
a soup. In the latter state.it receives the additiQu^of onions, 
leeks, &c., and is eaten with raw fish ; but I once saw it en- 
riched, also, with olives, capers— and brown sugar. On the 
occasion alluded to, a German lady expressed her entire satis- 
faction with the dish, both by words and deeds. In the 
former state I met with it at the tables of the first nobility. I 
was once betrayed into tasting it ; but I think I could not 
**sup fijll of horrors" of the kind to save my life. 

When quass is canied about the streets, it is either in large 

S lobular glass bottles, or in small casks. In the former it is 
runk in tumblers ; in the latter it is supped with a wooden 
sj^n, which answers for a measure. There is a superior 
kmd, called kisliechee, which is effervescent, and tolerably 
well tasted, resembling something between sodsrwater and 
ginger beer. 

Sbeeten is made of boiling water, capsicum, honey, laurel 
leaves, and cbves or cinnamon ; and is carried about hot in 
brass kettles. 

Tea is also a common drink in the streets, and^becoming 
more so every day. A porter will frequently ask for money 
to get a cup of te&, instead of a glass of spirits. 
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The only sort of spirits to b^ seen in the open air, is Vfltfci, | 
oommonly deserib^ as a kind of brandy, but in reality a/ 
modificaticm of wliisky. It is distilled from min, and iff 
not stronger than the common gm of London. It is entirel}| 
abandoned to the common peoj^e; and I could only taste it at 
all, by prevailing upon Mrs. Wilson, my hostess at St. Peters- 
bairg, to send for some on purpose. It resembles whislnrV 
disguised a little* with juniper, but is much mOder, and sum- 
ciently agreeable in the taste. 

Within the city of Moscow I never saw above two or three 
examples of intoxication, and - 1 would say, that the lower 
classes of the kussians are now decidedly more sober than the 
English. The change also with regard to tobacco is extraor- 
dinary. In 1663—4 the author of the Relation des Trois 
Ambassades,*' informs us that .they were addicted to the use 
of this narcotic to. a frightful- degree. They smoked through 
a cow's horn, and so furiously that a few whiffi were sufficient 
to empty the bowl, when they fell to the ground in a kind of 
swoon. Towards the close of the last century the habit, ac- 
cordidjg to Tooke, ^as altogether eradicated; and now, the 
only great smokers are a few of the upper classes, who per- 
haps at first gave themselves into the practice as a matter of 
ft&ion. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



WALES — ^BATHS — MANNERS. 



Nikobkoi gate of the Kremlin — ^bazaar-— Russian caf^, or tayern—- 
public walks — baths — whether favouraljle or unfavourable to the 
health — ^bearded merchants—descripiion of a grand dinner at one 
of their houses-^-apartnients — salutations — dress of the company 
— division of the sexes — repast — toasts — ^kissing — adjournment 
to. the drawing-room — merchants* wives in the summer-gardens 
— promenade of the Marina Rochcha — ^promenade of Petrovski. 

The traveller who enters the Kremlin by the Holy Grate, 
and makes such a tour as I have indicated by touching slightly 
on the more prominent oWects, will find himself, after inspect- 
ing the Treasury, at the Nikolskoi gate. Its Gothic tower is 
altogether modem, having been rebuilt after the destruction 
of the city in 1812; and the artist, without outraging the 
kind of uniformity preserved throughout the whole, had con- 
trived to make it the moat elegant qf all. Above the entrance 
is an inscription, by which we learn that, at the great explo- 
sion, when a considerable part of the arsenal and the gate 
were destroyed, a lantern before the image of Saint Nicolas 
had not even its glass broken. 

Farther on is the fantastic church of Vassili Blagennoi 
already mentioned ; to the left lies the bazaar, one of the most 
enormous collection of shops in the world, from which the 
Kitai-gorod, where we now are, takes its name. The bazaar is 
divideS into twenty-five galleries, almost all devoted to the 
sale of some particular merchandise, and the number of shops 
is considerably upwards of five thousand. 

The most interesting species of barter, however, goes on in 
the open air. Its objects are old clothes, old arms, old every- 
thingr; and the street where it is conducted resembles a fisiir. 

Hfere al6o is the place where the merchants, congregate, 
and where you may see all the costumes of the east mingling- 
with those of Europe. Opposite the exchange is a carc, or 
tavern, which the stranger should not fail to visit The 
waiters are clothed in white linen firom top to toe. When 



liie gai^t demands a pipe, it ia brought: to ium in'^ ^h9,pe of 
aldng-thin branch of cherry-tree; to which- is affixfed a smalF 
ear&eu bowk The waiter -aJways takes the tfouble of 
lighting" the pipe with his own mouth, and th^ hands it to hid 
employer. ^ ■ \. \' 

Some sit aippifag tea, with their elbowsl planted luxuridjisly 
tipon the table, and a bit of sugar in one hand, which they * 
sttok as they sip." Some call for Wine, which ia brought to 
tJiem, as they usually desire it, in very large glasses; but 
others treat themselves and a friend to i. l»ttlex)f Ruasia'n- 
diamp^ne. This excellent wine is made in^the Krimek; 
and is sold for three rubles the-bottle : but most pf the uj^er 
classes, I do not knot^ why, prefer; giving twelve rubles a ' 
bottle fer French champagne. . ^ \ ' : ' . 

This part of the town contains also, the various tribunals,^ 
and two public- printing offices. ' . . ; " 

, The Beloi-gQr9d, siurounding the Kremlin and. the jSlitai-' 
gqrod except on the water side,' contains the principal streets, 
2be hotelof the governer, the Iwink, the ftniyersity, the found- 
ling hofipitalt &c. &.C. The Ejremlin garden? separate it from 
the Kremlin on the west, a^d* form the finest promenade in 
this citv of prcwnenades. The place, however, % compara-, 
tively deserted; ^The citizens prefer wtflkmg on ' the_, open 
boulevards^ in the midst of the noise &nd bustle of the street ; 
while the nc^ility parade themselyes in one which seems 
their own by patent, and /where they 'are to be seen every 
evenmg, the ladies witha footman walking b^ind them, even 
when escorted by gentlemen. 

The Kremlin ^ydenis extend to' thQ river, very near the 
Stone Biridge.- This is as- yet the bnly stone bridge in MosP- 
cow^; and, therefore;' it has iio other name; ^ 

A little lower down tiian the bridge, on the same eideas^^ 
the Kremlin, id an immense bathing, e^tabli^hm^ut frequented 
by hW the papulation of Moscow. 

The custom of loathing has igone very much out of ^shion 
among the "upper classes ; but the others still take, a granc^ 
scrubbmg 6very Saturday. ' Each bath costs them onj^ twelve 
kopeks, or little more* than a penny ; but from that sum the 
price ascends, for those who insist upon luxiii^, to; five rubles, 
abont four shillings and two peiice. These high-priCed baths, 
however, are of lu>t water; tiie Ipwer of steam. In either, an 
attendant is necessary to rub. the epidermis off thie^ sufibrer 
with birch twigs. ' '-■ ■ 

It is usual for a man and hisVi^ to go publicly into the 
12 



flsme bathing room toother ; a custom'which of course bringA 
the baths under suspicion as^ a place of intrigueVand may 
probably in .the end ruin them altogether. It was this, still 
more than the introduction of the ii^ of linen, which contri' 
buted.to-da away with such establishments in the Test of 
Europe^ They beeame a resort fen: the idle and dissipated of 
both sexes, who met there ditily to gossip and retail news ; ^ 
and at length their character became so bad, that iii many 
parts of France, for instance, priests were forbidden V5 go near 
them. When the respectable classes were thus banished, it * 
is easy- to see that the poor could not lons^ maintain tiiem ; for 
society has little respect for things peculiat to the poor, more^ 
especially when they are of a vicious tendency. 

As for the Russians, they cannot yet be said to enjoy the - 
bleddng of clean linen, and therefis^e they must continue yet . 
awhile longer to lx>il dieir skins in steam and perspiration. 
The lower classes wdar their shirt ostentatiously over their - 
trowsers, where it hangs like a kilt; and "as for the hi^^her, 
including even many persons in good circumstances, X was 
assured that they are .satisfied with a change on6e a month 
provided they have a front (rf false collar and breast) for 
Sundays apd holidays. ^ . 

I dp not think that the Russian bath, even when frequently, 
"taken, is unwholesome. I attribute the premature old age of 
the wom^n' entirely to the unnatural atmosphere in which 
th^ live for eight months of the year. I know one distm- 
guished lady ui Moscow who uses the bath so hot that she 
Tequires several attendants, that they may relieve one another' 
alternately.. Her slaughter, on the other hand, luis suph a 
horror of this sort of ^boiling, that she advised me strenu- 
ously rather to "burst in ignorance*' than make the experi- 
ment - Of these two, however, the older lady is to all appear- 
ance by far the stronger and healthier/ 

The public baths are frequented chiefly by the peasants 
and the mercantile cli^ ; at least they are the resort of very 
f^w of the ladies of the higher ranks. . These, generally 
speaking, have givj^n up the practice of bathmg altogether, or 
When they- do confmue it, as in the case '^f the lady alluded to 
above, they have the bath in their own houses. 

I regret that I am unable to give all the information I could 
wii^ with regard to. the customs of the merchants. Indeed, I 
fonnd ^almost as sfeat a difficulty in getting an introduction 
into the family ofa real.llussian as into the harem of a Turk. 

l%e highest class of merchants. have entirely laid aside 
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their national peculiarities, and in (act are vei^ little,, if at ail, 
distinguished from the noblea It ia the lower class— they 
who still rejoice in a beard and a caftan, who are the true 
Russians. They frequently purchase, from ostentation, the 
house of a nobleman ; but they inhabit only the worst corxii^r 
of it, retaining the rest for show. 

O n the occasion of a. grand d inger, th e gu ests fgiejSD&SSi 
J nMfaC hifli byjgye hd bewd^d flCT vantB, ftA<rcona'u"cted into the 
airt«.W6m, wEifeirr cloSftS *TOd'"''^atWls are to Be deposHed; 
Th^se servants, together with the lacqueys who wait at table, . 
Bfe hired for.the occasion. 

The next room you enter is probably the dining-room*, 
where you see the tables spread out for the expected repast 
Through this, and. possibly one or two more, you are con- 
ducted into the drawing-room. It is painted a deep and bright 
blue colour; for this is a favourite colour with tibe Russians. 
The walls.are covered with &mily portraits, for the merchant 
. has be^un to pique himself upcm his family, and with other 
large pictures, original in one sense of the word. In a comer 
is £be household god decorated with ribbons, Easter-eggs, and 
' artificial flowers, mingled with the faded palms of the prece- 
ding Easter tide. Before the image hangs a Ifghted lamp of 
many-coloured glass suspended by a brass chain. 

Here are seated a party of ladies in the nervous silence of 
expectation. The gentlemen as yet arrived do not muster 
strong enough to attack this citadel of beauty : we have left- 
them caballing in small groups in the dining-room apd inter- 
mediate rooms. Beinjg\6trafi£rers we bow profoundly; the 
lady of the house graciously : but one of us, who has the gdod 
fortune to be on more mtimate terms, steps up to 'where she 
* is sitting. . He salutes her hand, and while jraising his head 
she kisses him on the brow^ and the little ceremony strikes 
us as being at once the most kindly and graceful we have 
ever seen. Reassured by this transaction, and feeling a sort 
of confidence that the meeting is not .for the purpose of an 
execution, we turnaround, and bowing several times to thg fidr 
circle, the individuals of which all bow several times too, we 
stood aside to watch the progress of events. 

The company now come rapidly in, and the malcontents in 
the other rooms, take the opportunity of slinkiqg in under 
convoy. The ladies kiss, each other vociferously, and the 
gentlemen intef-hug also, and probably kiss too, although the 
sound is lost in their wilderness of beiurd. 

The kdies ore in. general ftahioUably dressed, but SQioch 
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what overdone* This is the distinctioii between them -and the 
nobility. 

« Is that the Princeis ]'* said I one day to a friend, 

pointing to a lady whose back was turned towards me» 

*♦ It is very like her," he replied, " but noj.she is too well 
dressed — that must be a merchant's wife.'' 

On the present occasion the small handl^rchief which they 
wear on the head in the streets is in most cases laid aside, 
except by the Mer ladies. It is always <^ some soft indefinite 
hue, and is occasionally, bound with a narrow gold border. 
-The rest of their attire consists of a gown of very rich thick 
silk, generally of the deepest crimson, or sOme other flagrant 
colour. As for the men, they are almost all in beard, caftan, 
and boots, a dress which is neyer changed even for mourning. 
The few who appear "German-fashion'* — ^that is to say, in the 
£urqpean pig-tail--«ppear beside the others, the most misera- 
ble and insignificant little devils imaginable, 
—ftr is proper. to say, that. after the first salutati<ms are over, 
the gentlemen fall back, and take .up a defensive position in 
anouer part of the room ; while the ladies, as if disconcerted 
by the prudence of the enemy, after a iew ^nt attempts at 
conversation, sink again into a profound, but not tranquil 
silence. This is interrupted by the servants ;bxinging-iBL3KiHJ 
in England would be called a " siiack,'' or whet, consisting of 
cavity anchgYie% emetied sahHon,, salted herrings, , chee se, 
^oidns, &c. &c., with smair pieces of tir'ead, and Hqueur s of 
diflTererit sorts.* The daio^' custom prevails^ tfi^^fiouses of 
the nobility. All do justice to these good things ; and the 
ladies, invigorated by the refreshment, are able, <m dinner 
being announced, to fidl into rank, defile before the gentlei- 
tnen^ and march with a show of considerable firmness through 
ihe suite of rooms. The gentlemen', on their part, wait ull 
the last rank and file have cleared the door ; and then after 
holdmg a brief council, in which precedence and command are 
Bottled, follow ^lantly to the field. 

The dinner is absolutely the same as that which you meet 
with at the tables of the nobility. It is prepared by French 
artists hired for the occasion, and the glass, earthenware^ 
^te, knives and forks, &c., are all obtained in the same way. 
The table is decorated besides with grided temples crowned 
with artificial flowers, and bfonse caridelabras. 

When the guests are seated, the two hostile lines facing 
each other, tlie master and mistress of the feast remain stand- 
ing. It is their business to attend to the Wants of the company 



themselves, and to see that the servants do theif duty. No- 
thing can escape their observation. Your plate does notjro- 
inain a moment empty, nor yodr glass a moment either emptv 
or full. At length a toast ia proposed. It is *' the Emperor r* 
At that instant a door flies open^ and a burst of music sweeps 
in from the next room, the guests joining their acclamations 
to the sound. The new national hymn follows, « God save 
the Emperor!" and receives additicnuil power from the. prac- 
tised ears aiid voices of the company. Other toasts speedily 
follow, such as " t|^ Ladies" — " the Gentlemen," and are done 
honour to in flowiiTg bumpers of champagne. Many other 
French wines are on the table, as also madeira, which is much 
esteemed hy the Russians, and a bottle of port set doWn ex- 
pressly for the Englishman. ^ 

Soon, however, the wine appears to grow distasteful; and 
one of tiie company, with a.lmowing look to ^is compeers, 
declares that he thinks it wants sweetening. At this signal 
the master and mistress of the feast exchange a hearty kiss, 
and the drink goes down as before. But in a few minutes 
another malcontent raises his voice, and thus the comi^aint 
passes fronf one to the oilier — "This wine is not sweet 
enough I" — ^The host and hostess kissing each ^ime, till they 
are leady to fkint. 

The iady, however, takes her revenge. * She fixes an in- 
veterate eye upon the glasses, whicli m;ist be einptied within 
a given time, and. fiH^ .as soon as emptied. The lights at 
length begin to misconduct themselves. They twinkle, if 
they do not absolutely hop. As for you, you are no doubt 
deadly sober ; but willing tajemain so^ are desirous of mak- 
ing your escape. You seize the opportunity of the hostess' 
back being turned, and vanish from the room ; but alas ! you are 
caught on the middle of the stairs, and conducted back a prisoner. 

At her own time she gives the signal and all get up from 
the table. The ladies must have been conquerors m the 
pitched battle, for in the march to the drawing-room, they 
again take precedence of the lords of the creation. The lat- 
ter, indeed, show some little symptoms of the confusion of de- 
feat ; but these are completely dissipated by the refreshment 
of a cup of coflee. In fme,,the company take tiieir leave 
with abundance of bows, kisses, and thanks ; and when you 
get into the street, inst^ of " Hold your tongue," to the 
challenge ef the pole-axe man, you reply with inejiitble good 
humour, «* Go to tne devil, my fine fellow !" 

The merchants' wives, as I have said, rarely leave their 
12* 
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houses, except, to go to church, or to the promenaiie. They 
live in a kind of eastern seclusion, which appears to be the 
only, remains of the frightful state of bondage to which their 
grandmothers were condemned. They are said to- amuse 
Siemselves from morning till night with drinking tea, of 
which they swallow forty or fifty cupsUn the day. They 
thrive upon thi^ beverage as the English do ^upon ale ; £»* 
they are in general fiit — which, to a Rusf^an' of this class, 
means beautiful 

^ i went to the promenade of the Summ^. Garden for the ex- 
press purpose of seeing them collectively, and I was not dis- 
appointed. The splendour of the costume, the beauty (real 
and artificial) of the women, and the solemnity with which 
the interminable procession marched along the walks— all 
formed, such a mixture of the odd and agreeable ds I have 
rarely seen. They were almost all dressed in cloaks of the 
richest silk, remarkable either for the intensity or delicacy of 
the colour: for the time was just jnidway between summer 
and winter, when the hues of either season were not out of 
the way. Their ear-rings were in general of pearls, and they 
wore gold, chains. Their complexions afiTorded^some of the 
most extraordinary specimens of painting ever witnessed. 
The mechanical part was admirable, but the design too ambi- 
tious to' deceive ; for a woman with a natural fiice resembling 
many of those I saw, would have been 

:^^ " An angel ready made for heaven !" 

All seemed conscious that the v were dressed and painted .to 
their utmost — that they were there not to take a walk, but to 
form an exhibition; and the earnest gravity with which they 
thus marched in procession, looking neither to the ri^t, nor 
to the left, was the best part of the entertaiument.- 

Another prontenade, in the Marina Rochcha, or Mary's 
wood, was of a difierent kind. Here were assembled repre- 
sentatives of all the classes of society, and the tout ensemble 
was the most striking that can be unagined. Carpets were 
spread here and there beneath the trees, with large brass teat- 
bms, and other materials for this essential beverage. Turks, 
Persians, and Tatars were squatted everywhere around, inter- 
mingled with the families of the Russian merchants. Some 
were walking in groups, some playing at a*kind of battledore 
and shuttlecock, and some listening to the military music sup- 
plied by government Here a troop of Gipeey girls screamed 
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the airs of their unknown nation; there a circle of Russian 
lasses performed thjs Eorovoda; and close by, three or four 
mujiks, surrounded by a crowd of spectators, danced a kind of 
hornpipe with ja wildness of ecstacy which I have never seen 
equalled. 

This scene was exhibited on one side of < the carriage-way ; 
while on the other there were tents* booths, taverns, with 
fields and groves between, l^he principal amusement here 
was a race of two men and a woman, or two women and a. 
man, the third party endeavouring to prevent the other two 
from meeting. But the business Was .the sale and purchase 
of votkL In some tents it was distributed by. whole^e only, 
in large, square bottles; but in general it was doled out In 
small measures, the purchaser spilling a portion into a tub as 
the. perquisite of the waiter. 

The carriage-way was crowded with the equipages of the 
-nobility ; but at an early hour these disappeared, and left the 
scene of merriment to the multitude. 
. At the promenade of Petrovskil saw the nobles in all their 
glorjr; but the scene was not half so agreeable, or so amusing 
as either of the other two. The double line orcarriages was 
immense,, but most of them were untidy, and many shabby ; 
tbe harness was dirty ; and the horses, although frequently 

rd, fer from having the appearance of being well cared for. 
this respect the studs of the merchants are by much the 
best The Cossacks on guard between the lines were mounted 
on horses, that in the cant language now obsolete in England, 
were ♦* rum ones to look at, though good gnes to go." They 
seemed as if they had been taken for the occasion from a little 
country cart after a hard day^s work. Behind, on th^ tur( 
were posted at regular distances the corps de lanteme, dressed 
in coarse gray cloth, and looking like parish paupers. The 
emperor was there on horseback. 

The Kremlin, gardens, both within and without the walls^ 
ought to afford a promenade every evening; hut tJie latter 
especially is a complete solitude in the heart of a great city. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

CHAIUTABI.K IHBTrnmONB. 

CbatiUlile insiHutioDs-— foundling hoBpital — crown colony — ^tech- 
nological school — literary education — maternity wards — question 
of the mpraUty of the insfitution — hospice for widows — statistics 
bf the Foundling — ^Lombard bank — Alexandrine orphan tnstitu* 
tion^-SimonoTxnonaster^^i— ceremonies of the monks— nunneries 
-^Tatar mosque — descnptiqn of the service— Russian prostra^ 
Uons — ^Tatar prince. 

Tub foundation of the civil hospitals ^tes front 1682; that 
of the military from the tijne of Peter the Great' At present, 
they amount m number to seventy-one^ and include by fkr the 
most splendid houses in the city. They are ill genend similar 
to those of St Petersburg, which have iJeen minutely described 
by another writer ; hjit a few are peculiar to Moscow. 

The Foundling Hospital is one of the most stupendous in- 
stitutions of charity in' the world. On entering it, the stronger 
finds himself in a town, and yet in a single house, containmg 
six thousand inhabitants! 

The infimt is received liere without a single question beinff 
asked, and a number huiig round its neck, a duplicate of which 
is ^iven, if desired, to the person who brings it That person, 
prmiablv the mother of the child, is permitted to remain as 
nurse ii she chooses, when she is fed and cloHied- at the bx- 
pense of the institution, a,nci receives fifty kopeks a day. After 
a certain time, the woman carries away the child to her home!; 
or, if this is not convenient, a new nurse is provided, who^ 
takes charge of it for seven or eight years, commencing at the 
rate. of five rubles a month. It is then brought back to the 
hospital, and its education begun.* 

When a little lad of this age discovers a natural incapacity 
for learning, he is sent to what are (xMed. theoolonies of the 
crowni He does not; however, become exactly a crown-pea- 
sant, for he cannot be diavm as a recruit At the proper pe- 
riod he is married to any girl he may fancy l^longing to the 
establishment, and destined for the same way of life, fivenr- 
thin^ requisite for the marriage is provided — a cottage, ready 
furnished, to receive them; a horse, a eow, and a fewsheep, &c. 
They pay no imposts, not even the capitation tax, for the first 



CHABtTJIiBLB INSTITUTIONS. 141 - 

Ibree years ; but, ailet that, they pay as govenunent peasants. 
The colony is provided with a school, a doctor, and a church; 
and thus tiiese children of shame or misery sit down in con^- 
fort for life, with everything around them necessary for the 
soul or body. 

The children who exhibit a turn for handicraft tradies, are 
sent to a branch of the instituticm called the technological 
school. Here I saw them at work' according to their diffeient 
tastes or ages; the younger children busily employed at toy- 
making, and the others at cabinet-work, carpentry, smith- 
yfork, &c. At the dinner hour they washed and dressed, and, 
marching into the room in file,' sat down to a comfortable 
meal, at which they used silver plate. 

Those boys or girls who exhibit aoapacity to learn are put 
into regular classes in the house. The boys are taught Rus- 
sian, Catin, German, French, history, geography, natural 
philosophy, and mathematics. Some are then sent to the 
Academy of Medicine, where they take degrees ; others to 
the University ; and others are entered in the body of licensed 
teachers. The girls, in addition to most of the above branches, 
learn music and dancing ; and they are then placed out as 
govemessea Even when they lose their situation, they still 
remain, under the care of this extraordinary institution ; and, 
when insulted or oppressed, they apply direct to the governor 
of Moi^eow, who acts as their guardian. 

But the boose extends its charity still further. It provides 
for the child even before its Inrih, by receiving the mother 
during her confinement There are two wards of this kind; 
one for indigent married women who come openly, and. one 
for females who wish to wrap this epoch of their lives in 
mystery. In the latter case no question is asked : the patient 
may >eveo conceal her face with, a mask if she chooses. 

The question of morality eonnected with this subject has 
been frequently discussed. The advocates of the Foundling 
Hospital say, that, even admitting its existence to increase 
the proportion of en&ns trouves, still the lives of an immense 
number must be saved by it. Thi» becomes properly a 
<|uestion of statistics, and it is difficult to answer in a country 
like Russia. I do not think, however, that the number of 
infanticides is greater to. any considerable degree in the pro- 
vinces where no Foundling Hospital exists. Shame has rarely 
this effect in Russia. The dreadful mortality among the 
youn^ children of the peasantry still goes on, and it proceeds 
principally fiom neglect 
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" God will take care of my child," sayia the mujik's wife, « if 
it is his wilt ^^^ it should live ;'' and-, laying it down in its cradle 
to' be swttn^.by the angels, she goes out to her labour ixL th» 
fields. This is the true reason why fhe Russian peasimtry 
are so strong and healthy; for, in reality, only those gifted - 
by nature with an iron constitution survive the tender years 
of in&ncy. Among persona of this class, three children are 
considercKi a large femily ;. while doable, and soinej;ime8 treble 
the nuD^ber, grace the beard of the nobility. JB^t, if the 
peasant woman is careless of her o£&pring, she is, in like 
manner, careless of herself; and both are equally &tal to the 
child. The next day after the infiint is bom, she resumes her 
work in the fields as if nothing had happened, and is thus 
-often rei^ered incapable of acting the part of a nurse. 

In the secret maternity ward Sicre are two thousand cases 
every year, while in the public one there are only fifty. 

There is, also, connected with thje Foundling Hospital, a 
hospice for the widows of civil or military officers. Ttiey re- 
toin their children till the age of eight years for the boys, and 
eleven for the girls; when they are put, at. the expense of 
the institution, into the proper seminaries.of education. Some 
of these widows take the oaths as Sisters of Charity, ^and de- 
vote their lives to the diity of rendering gratuitous assistance 
to the sick. ^ 

The Foundling Hospital was founded by the £m{Hress Catha- 
line XL in 1764, and opened ojk her birthday, the twenty-first 
of ApriL ^ The first child was christened Catharine, and the 
second, PauL In that year, 523 children were receivjed ; in 
1634, 8312. The following is a classified table of the number 
under the care of the instituticm on the day of my visit 

Malei. 
Grown-up children,: includin|t those in 

the classes - - - - 43^ - 

Midwifery Students - 
Children at the breast, - - - 299 

At the widows' alms-houses - - 34 

Under the parents' care - . - - 1091 

In the infirmary - - - - 19 

At nurse in the villages ^ - - IfJUSl 

. Colony at Seratoff - - - 412 

At the Technological School - - 196 

In sundry places - -^ ... 106 . 



445 

48 

857 

51 

1492 

-38 

13579 

411 

60 



Total 30,451 



13,970 16,481 



The ftmds of this vast establishment are provided and 
managed by the Lombard Bank;^ an institution which received 
deposits of money at five per eent> and lenda on personal and 
other property at six per cent It enjoys a tithe' of the gross 
receipts of the theatre;^ and other paUic places of amusement^ 
biesideB a variety of other bonuses ; €Lnd its revenue is much 
more than sufficient to clear the expenses of the Foundling 
Hospital.' . ■ ' 

Independently of the branches I have mentioned, therieis 
the Alexandrine Orphan- Institution, which derives its funds, 
from the Foundling Hospital, It WSs founded in 1831, under 
t^e auspices of the empress, for the orphans of individuals who 
bid died of the cholera* It is now, iiowev«r, thrown open, 
Kod receives one hundred and fifty boys, and one hundred and 
fifty girls, the orphans of civil and military (^cer& 

The boy& who are educated here will go to the university 
attended by a tutor ; and the girls^, after receiving the educa- 
ti<»i of. accomplished women, will ,themselves -become go- 
vernesses in dbtiugui^ed families,^ instead of the Engl^, 
German, and French ladies at present employed. I never 
witnecsed more apparent happiness than in ti^ir establishment 
The gfymna^tic exercises (^ the boys would have attracted ap- 
plause if performed on the stage. The air aiid manners of 
the girls had^ much of the ton of good society. They will 
Bpeedilj be removed into a new house, which nas been built 
fer their receptioh, near the hotel of the governor of the insti- 
tution, prince Serge Gagarin. 

Amcmg the sights of Moscow," the Simonov monastery is 
dae which the stranger should notneglect to see. It iei near' 
the fiuthest nLmpart c^ the'city to the south ^ and, supposing 
the visiter to set out from the Kremlin, I advise him to turn. 
round as he traverses the quay, and indulge himself with the 
superb vi^w. ' 

As we recede fiom the centre of the town, the houses be-- 
come xnpre enclosed in groves and gardens; and, from every 
little emmence we as<iend, the domes and cupolas of innu- 
merable churches are seen rising fix>m the centre of the 
foliage. TheBimonov monastery is enclosed within a lofty 
wall, through the narrow slits of which some small cajanon 
peep at the visiter. It contains five churc'hes,'tbe most an- 
cient of which dates from 1405. The ikonastas of the prmci- 
pal church is one of the most magnificent in Moscow. It is 
one mass of gilded'sculpture rising to the vault, and many of 
the images are adorned with precbus stones. 
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The view firom the Bummit of the tower, however, is still 
better. The whole of Moscow lies before you, and the tawa. 
, seems to -be forcing itself out into the retreating woods. 

After enjoying this spectacle for ' some t^e, the b«ll gave^ 
notice that service was about to begin; and then came on the 
principal scene of the piece. . The ceremibQies wj^re too ntf- 
meroas and complicated fi)r description ; hut, every now and 
then, the picture formed by the monks was prodigiously fine. 
This was more psLrtxcularly the case wheif they formed a 
hc^lpw squar«^n the middle of the church, with J»li candle- 
sticks before tiiem. The light playing upon the pale face and 
remarkable head of one of them, in particular, would have 
been worth anything to a painter. -^ 

Even here, howiBver. among these spouseless, and, it is to 
be hoped, loveless, brethren, I observed the evident pres€9ice 
of penional vanity. The monk whose duty it was to hold, a 
book before the superior^ with a lighted candle, and whose 
head was thus more fully brought out, chanced to be an ex-< 
tremely handsome man. Instead of allowing his beard, there- 
fore, to grow like those of the others, concealing th^ mc»in, 
he had trimmed it coquettishly, twisting the upper part into 
military moU8taches,.and lea^ring a tuft of hair under, the lower 
1q> to mingle with tlie rest of tl^e beai^d beneath. - 

He whose pale face and remarkable head L observed; has 
done more for the monastery than merely Cjcmtributing to form 
the incture. He ha& introduced here a style of singing 
which it would be in vain to attempt to describe. It is so 
Idw, so sweet, scrich, and yet so lofty, that S* heard, even in 
a theatre it could not fail to excite the deepest feelings of 
devotion.' 

The audience on this' ocdtsipn consisted of many of the 
upper classes; the ladies of whom, without haying. any pre- 
tensions to beauty, possessed that charming harmony of fea^ 
ture-and expression which is" hardly aiiy where more common 
than in Moscow. " ■" - ' .. 

The Simonov monastery may be taken as a sample, afthough 
a fiivourable one, of ^e monastic .establishments of Moscow, 
tiie rest of which I have no space even to name. Some of 
the nunneries, also, in the busier quarters^f the city, are well 
worth visitipg; The lady abbess sailing in, ^nd seating her- 
self on a Jsind of throne, and the sisters marching two by two, 
and bowing profoundly at her footstool, produpe a scenic ef^ot . 
which will please thelover of the picturesque. 

The Tatar mpsque is in a part of the town to which tho 
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Tatars were ^rmerly restricted. It is a very plain and un- 
stticcoed brick building. The jnezzuin did not fusicend liie 
tower, but mounted upon a wdl which overlooked the garden, 
where Unany of the congregation were meditating, or washing, 
preparatory to entering the church. *iiis voice, as he gave 
out Jthe invitation to true believers, in recitative, was ex- 
tremely pleasing ; and, in the mid^t of the profound tranquil- 
lity of the place and time, was something more. 

The interior of the mosque was quite as plain as the ex- 
terior. The^ floor was covered, excepting the space near the 
door, beyond which heretics are not.allowed to advance, with 
pieces of carpeting; and at the further end appeared an empty • 
vaulted recess, somewhat like a fire-place. As the worship- 
pers came in, they pulled off their shoes, *'fbr the place is 
holy," unloosed a part of their turbans, and, putting both 
hands for a few moments to the sides of the head, in order to 
exclude the world, began to bow and fall on their laces like 
the Russians.* The latter, however, are infinitely more grace- 
ful. Theirs is true prostration ; for, sinking upon their knees, 
they "fall all along upon the earth."- The Tatars, on the 
contrary, sit upon their heels, and make their heads touch the 
ground as near their feet as possible— the opposite end of the 
body, of course, elevating it^lf in a presumptuous, if not in- 
decorous manner. 

After these genuflexions and prostrations had gone, on for 
some time in profound silence, the mezzuin said something in 
a low voice ; and the priest, dressed in a white turban, as- 
cended a sort of arm chair elevated on steps,- and delivered an 
address in recitative. He then came down, and having placed 
himself on his heels in his original position, looking into the 
vault, the congregation advanced, and formed themselves into 
regular lines behind him. All was death-like silence for a 
considerable time, till at length h& spoke. At a certain word 
the people touched the ground with their foreheads, and rose 
again, all performing the ceremony with the nicest precision 
at one instant. This was repeated several times at long in- 
tervals, the devotees occasionally stroking their faces, which . 
I understood was to imitate the motion of washing. They 
then, as if by word of command, turned their faces first to the 
right then to the left, and rose up. The priest now turned 
round with his face towards the audience, and prayed, making 
.use of beads like the Catholics, while the same prostrations 
went on as before. He then took up the Koran, and having 
read aloud a portion, the service of the day vras over. 

13 
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Among the audience there was a splendid old man, a Tatar 
prince, "^own to an English gentleman who accompanied 
me. To this gentleman, Mv. R of Moscow, whose loss 

of nearly a mulion of rubles by the French invasion has not 
dampexl his afifection for his adopted country, I owe the warnn 
est acknowledgments for a series of services as valuable as 
tiiey were unmerited. 



SiaHTS^BHANCIPATION OF THB PBASANT8. 147 ' 

CHAPTER XVI. 

BIGHTS— -EMANCIPATION OF THE PEASAllTBT. 

Amusements of Moscow — fanerals — ceremonies and processions 
— singular demonstrations of grief of a Russian lady for the loss 
of her son — ^Yaloraensk, or the acacia palace— Catharine's 
country-house — Tsaritzena,-or the coffin-palace — Yassenova— 
peasantry— remarks on the subject of their emancipation — saga- 
cious pofiey of the emperor. 

There are few public amusements in Moscow. The 
theatre is- a colossal building, not exceeded in size, I should 
think, even by that of Milan. It is chiefly distinguished by its 
national ballets ; but these were, over fi)r the season before my 
arrivaL M. Z . : , however, the director-general, a lite- 

rary man of celebrity, was kind enough to give me the use of 
his box during my stay. 

In the evening the stranger, if respectably introduced, has 
the choice of numerous soirees to pass the time ; and as he 
will rarely dine at home, there is abundance of variety in his 
recreations. Owing to the early hour of dinner — ^three 
o'clock— the guests retire in time either to pew visits them- 
selves or to allow their entertainers to do so. Forenoon calls 
are not in vogue, although the Muscovites are early risers. - 
I have myself been received by ladies of distinction as early 
as ten: o'clock in the morning. 

Still even the fi)renoon will not han^ heavily upon the 
hands of any idler who has eyes and imagmation. The streets 
are an unfailing source of amusement Sometimes a funeral 
sweeps by (if that can be called an amusement) preceded at 
a great distance, and at long intervals, by men in black, with 
broad brimmed hats slouching upon their shoulders, who 
li^ht the way of the cortege with torches even at noonday. 
The ■ hearse is an open car covered by a dais, showing the 
lofty coffin and its pall. . The mourners foltow in all sorts of 
carriages, among which on one occasion I observed several 
hundred drx)skis. 

Some ecclesiastical ceremony is always going on. You 
0ee« perhaps, a^ number of horses ranged round the church, 
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and the priests busy in sprinkling them with holy water, and 
making the sign of the cross. This eures them of restiveness, 
and brings them under religious- subjection to their owner. 
The hay which they are. to eat is blessed in like. manner. 
The benediction of apples is apparently more profitable to the 
priest, for he takes one out of every parcel as his own per- 
quisite. 

The processions are sometunes very magnificent. I have 

. seen between three and four hundred priests at one time, all 

dressed in cloth of silver embroidered with gold, marching 

along with their ^ags &nd banners displayed,, and thunderii^ 

forth a hymn. 

Even u the fund of interest should fiiil within the city, the 
traveller will find an inexhaustless store in the environs. 
The palaces, gardens, monasteries, country .seats of the no- 
bility, for a'hundred miles round, offer -a perpetual variety. I 
was invited to the consecration of a church eighty or nmety 
versts distant, and the lady who did me the fevour, was even 
kind enough to send horses for me ; but in conseqyence of 
some unfortunate equivoque I had otherwise disposed of my- 
self. I regretted this much, for the circumstances had m 
them not a little of the strange and romantic. 

The lady was born Countess Orloff, and is a niece of the 
famous Prince Gregory-Orloffi who is supposed to have been 
privately married to the Empress Catharine H. She married, 
contrary to the wish of her family, a nobleman of rank infe- 
rior to-her own, by whom she had one child, a son. This bov 
grew up everything that a parent could wish. Brave, hand- 
som% generous, of the highest blood of ^e country, and the ' 
heir of immense wealth, he was beloved, or flattered by all 
—but he. was the, idol of his mother. 

In due time the young man loved ; but the lady, although 
the daughter of a nobleman high in the army, was not con- * 
sidered a match for him. The mother whose maternal pride 
and ambition were thus menaced, was thrown into consterna- 
tion. She begged, prayed, threatened— all in vain : the youth 
was firm. She at length yielded : for he was her son, her 
only child, the one being in whom her h<^s, her affections, 
her life were centered. 

But during the struggle, his determination had survived his 
constancy. His mother's tears, expostulations, and reasonings 
— ^perhaps his more intimate acquaintance with the ebject of 
his attachment — perhaps even Uie jeers of his eomrades, who 
laughed at her name I^escovia, so vulgar in Russia — perhaps 
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all toother had conspired to change his heart At any rate, 
the difficulties in the way. of the match were, no sooner re^ 
moved, than he declared suddenly that it was not his inten- 
tion^ to marry. 

The young" laxiy had three hrotbers, and the consequences 
may he foreseen! They declared that he . must either marry 
their sister, or fight them all three, one after another. This . 
only served to relieve his heart, and to ennoble his cause. He 
inet the eldest brother ; they fought neai: St. Petersburgf-^and 
were both killed: the unhappy youth crying with his last 
breath, " My poor mother !" 

This was ten years ago. Since that period the mother has 
devoted her life to mourning. A^ church is now rising on the 
spot where her son fell ; and another at her own house at 
Otrada, to the consecration pf which I was invited, has been 
completed. . In the vaults of the monastery of Novo^iaskoi a 
splendid monument has been erected to his memory, where 
de commemorative service is performed by the monks four 
times a week, and where a lamp is kept perpetually burning 
beside the tomb. When going to pray lliere herself, his &- 
vourite horse accompanies her^ and oh their return she feeds 
the animal with white bread with her own hand. At the an- 
niversary of the &.tal duel, she shuts herself up from the M^orld 
for some weeks, with the portrait, clothes, &c., of her dead 
son arranged before Her. She loads every one with gifts and 
charities who chooses to claim acquaintance with mm how- 
ever slight. To this hour she is-in deep mourning. 

Owing to the equivoque I have alluded to, instead of taking 
a part in the mournful solemnities of Otrada, I rode out into 

the country- with a friend, Mr. H , to whose kmd atj;en- 

tioDs, as^ well 9s to his intimate knowledge of the Russian 
language, I am indebted for much both of the useful and 
agreeable.^ 

We first went to see the palace of Yalomensk built by 
Alexis, &ther of Peter the Great This edifice, howevieir, is 
now amoiig the things that were ; and we saw only a very 
fine acacia hedge, planted upon the foundations in such a 
manner as to describe minutely the plan of the building.- [n 
firont is a large stone on Which, tradition says, the people 
placed their petitions ; and at a short distance the tree, sur- 
rounded by a table and benches, under which young- Peter 
received his lessons. This tree, which in England would be 
considered one of very ordinary sisse, is here reckoned a giant 
13* 
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We had approached the acacia palace hy an avenue, the 
gate of which presented something curious. It was an arched 
building, surmounted by an cnion-shaped dome cut vertically 
down the middle, so as to eitpose a flat- surface. At the mid- 
dle of the avenue, a little way to oiie side, ffas the site of the 
palace ; and at the opposite end, an edifice, traversed by inched 
gateways, which served as the offices. Beyond this, on the 
right hand is a church, tod on the left a country-house built 
by Catharine II. The latter possesses one large hall, but the 
other apartments, are extremely mean. The view, however, 
from the tower, which commands a considerable space, is 
truly imperial. 

Returning to the highway, from which we had diverged, 
and pursuing our ride, we reached Tsaritzena, about fourteen 
versts from the city barriers. This palace was never conv- 
pleted, and never inhabited, and yet it is now a ruin. Catha- 
rine, for whom it was built by Potemkin, on seeing it f<» the 
first time thought it looked like a liearse, and turned back in 
consternation. Her idea was perfectly just ; fcr in fact even 
when standing close by, the roof resembles the lofl;y lid of a 
Russian cofiin, and the small towers may very^well be taken 
for the ornaments of the bier. Surrounding the palace is a 
perfect wilderness of walks and gardens, where the citizens 
of Moscow delight to wander, 8om^tunes passing the whole 
summer'e night in little pavilions that are placeid here and 
there throughout 

Prom Tsaritzena we crossed the country to Yassenova, the 
gfeat of T^rince G— — ; wher^, although his excellency was 
unwell, we received a hospitable welcome from the princess — 
not to talk of a luxurious dinner, served' under orange and 
lemon trees, and other exotic pl&nts. The prince is a great 
breeder of merino sheep, and his wool this year was* thought 
to be the best in the exposition. . I had much pleasure in 
viewing his flock, and the excellent appointments of the place 
in which they are. kept; but still more in visiting the pea- 
santry of his villalge, and inquiring personally, with Mr. 
H for my interpreter, into their domestic arrangements 

and general situation. 

I found them as happy and comfortable as any peasantry in 
the world, with large gardens well stocked with fruit trees, 
and their public bclth — an unfailing si^ of Russia — clean and 
in good order. The very reverse of this description, however, 
applied to a village dose by^ of which the proprietor was a 
lady. • This is the dreadful evil of the system. The happi- 



nOfiTlB-^KMANOIPATION OF Tin PBA0ANTS. 161 

neap or misery of a great portion of the people of Rnssia de- 
pends upon the moral character of comparatively a small 
number of individuals. 

The late emperor Alezai)de? was the most enlightened 
A'iend the peasantry have yet had ; arid 0x>m the conspicuous 
energy and intelligence of Nicholas still more may be ex* 
pect^. But it is mere childishness to deny that the- subject 
is invested with great difficulty. The emperor feels more 
acutely than any man in the state, that the great mass of a 
people, coming every day nearer in contact with the civilized 
nati<Mis of Europe cannot long remain in this condition; and 
what isjmore to the purpose when talking of a sovereign, he 
feels that it i» not his interest that they should do so. The 
manner of their emancipation, however, has become a ques- 
tion of much intricacy, and in the present wretched state of 
the administration of the laws it seems almost impossible to 
attain the object .. 

^he public of England, perhaps, will be surprised to learn, 
that incfependently of the opposition such a measure would 
receive ficom some of the landholders, it would be opposed by 
a great body of the peasants themselves. The Russian 
peasant, generally speaking, has no idea of liberty in the ab- 
stract—he does not wish to be free merely for the sake of 
freedom. If a ndble gives his seif liberty, he of course re- 
sumes his land. 'VBut the land is mine /" cries the serf, *< it 
had come down to- me from my Ancestors— -it is there where 
my fiither was buried, and where my young ones were Ixffn f* 
To becomje a tenant, liable to be turned oiff at legal warning, 
mstead of a feudal va^al holding his lands on the bond of 
. fidelity, does not appear liberty to him. If he forms an idea 
of the word at all, it is that he may still retain his land, and 
yet not pay the landlord. 

Again, when the Russian landlord resumes his land h6 will 
of course rescind all the privileges which time and custom 
have secured to the peasants ; and I should like to see the 
stare of the latter wheA told for the first time, that they were 
henceforth to have no property in the" fish of the river or the 
fowls bf the air! 

I have said that the measure of emancipation would be <^ 
posed'only by some of the nobles. Many, on the other hand, 
would give it their zealous support When a change of pro- 
prietors takes place, it is ususd for the peasants, uncertain of 
the character of their new master, tb beg their liberty"; and 
many of them obtain it A lady, whose acquaintance I had 
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of the most intelligent women in the empire, lately bought an 
estate of five hundred pea^mta Immediately on her arrival 
a few of them begged and obtained their liberty ; but although 
she pnx;laimed Uirougbout the property that all who asked 
should receive the boon without money and without price, not 
a single application was afterwards made. Another acquaint- 
ance, M; Z— of Moscow, on coming into possession of a 
small.yillage of forty or fifty males, called them all about him, 
and offered them their freedom, with the liberty of remaining 
upon the land as tenants. They all refiised. 

On the other ^land, the peasants who have obtained, by 
purchase, or otherwise, the permission of their lord to reside 
m towns, necessarily acquire the common feelings of civiliza- 
tion, and learn to enter into the ideas of freemen. They 
regard their village comrades, however ancestral prejudice 
may disguise the matter, as nothing more than the slaves of 
the soil; and they. look with a shudder upon the indignities 
to which they see them exposed when they happen to have 
either, a fool or a brute for their master. These men no 
sooner acquire money enough, than they hasten to buy their 
freedom; and if they effect this (which the pride or' caprice 
of some masters prevents,) they see at once open to them the 
career of ambition, leading to the. very highest offices of the' 
state. 

The present emperor has taken this class of fireemen under 
his special protection. He has ennobled, as it were^ the body, 
and made it a mark for general ambition. He is sagacious 
enough to see that by such measures he makes hin^lf be 
looked upon as a ^ood angel by the mujiks. It matters not 
what is their situation; However sore may be their thraldom 
when in the hands of a tyrannical master, it Is not the govern- 
ment that is to blame. Although occasionally (and it happened 
twice during my sojourn in Moscow) they assassinate their 
tyrant, they are always ready to lay down their lives for the 
emperor. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 



POLICE — POPULATION — STATISTICS. 

Departure of the exiles for Siberia — distribution of kalatches — Dr. 
Haas^ingular scene in the Ostrdg — police— story of its absurd 
severity — curious anecdote-^the evil eye-— education and cha- 
- racter of the upper classes — English in Moscow — ^their ehurcln— 
funeral of an English lady — cliraate^<:heapness of livings- 
population statistics — adieu to the Holt City. 

The departure of the exiles for Sibem is a scene which 
should not be missed by the traveller; but in ordex to let him 
enjoy it al his ease, one thing is necessary to be understood. 
The mere faqt of transportation is not looked upon as a severe 
punishment ; for the great body of the criminals consists of 
persons who have been accustomed all their lives to a com- 
pulsory servitude, as severe as that which awaits them beyond 
the Ural mount&ins. Condemnation to the mines in Siberia is 
what they dread— €ind with great justice ; for this is a substi- 
tution for capital punishment, and answers the s^me purpose, 
only extending the time occupied by the act of dying from a 
few minutes to a few. years. 

In a temporary depot, erected on the summit of the Sparrow 
hills, I found the destined wretches about to commence their 
march. Along chain secured both legs at the ancles, and, to 
prevent it from incommoding them in walking,- was fastened 
to their helt, or sash. A great many were Jews, most of them 
mujiks ; and all, with the -.exception of one man, were free 
from those physiognomical marks of atrocity which are com^ 
monly supposed to distinguish the guilty. Some carts were 
near, filled with their wive^ and children, and some of their 
male relations stood beside them unmanacled, who had like- 
wise petitioned to be permitted .to share their exile. 

In the middle stood a man who had a good deal of the air 
of an English dissenting clergyman ; but the shape of his 
clothes and hat, and the larrge biicBes in his shoes, seemed to 
belong to the fkshion of an earlier day. His appearance in- 
spired me with instinctive respect, and his face eeemed absb- 
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lately to beam with the purest and noblest philanthropy. Hd 
was occupied in distributing moral and religious books to such 
of the- prisoners as could read, and in hearing patiently, and 
often redressing instantly, their complaints. The exiles, on 
their part, seemed to look. upon him as a^ friend — a father ; 
but their affection was mingled with the deepest respect. 
Many prostrated tiiemselves at his feet, as before a holy ima^e, 
and touched the ground with their forehead. On taking 
leave, he embracea and kissed them aH, .one by one ; and'the 
rattle of their chains, as they began the march, was mingled 
with sobs and blessings. v ~ 

- The cortege, however, had hardly begun to move, when it 
was stepped by the appearance of a b^urded merchant, who 
entered the prison hastily, fbllowed by servants bearing large 
baskets of kalatches. This is a species of charity very com- 
lAon in Moscow. Pine bread is distributed in the prisons • 
almost daily; and, on the present occasion, all the exiles and 
their families received one or more large rolls. 

Dr. Haas, for this is- the philanthropist's name, is in a kind 
of official situation, acting as the secretary of a charitable 
body ; ' and he passes his Tife among the sick and the captives,' 
in the double Capacity of physician tb the soul and body. He 
told me various interesting anecdotes of the prisoners, which 
I regret I have not space to repeat ; and showed me, with a 
delightful pride, the hospital attached to the depot, where 
many poor wretches who had never before in their lives 
known the luxury of a bed, were lying in as much external 
comfort as if they had been the first nobles in the land. 

I went afterwards to the Ostrog, the prmcipal prison of the 
te)wn, in which the classification o£ the prisoners is strictly 
attended to. This, however, is all I can say in its favour ; 
the buildings being singularly mean, and the walls of the 
apartments dirty. Here, however, I again met Dr. Haas, the 
guardian genius of the scene— and in rather an odd predica- 
ment 

A Bicjs. prisoner, it seems, had longed for a cup of sbeeten, 
and the doctor had promised it. Hi^ assistant, however, al- 
though furnished with the necessary directions, had neglected 
to fulfil the promise; but, when reminded of it by the poor 
man, he desired another to do sp— and that other was pre- 
vented, by being taken ill himself. The invalid hereupon 
becomings desperate, complained to the doctor ; and the doctor, 
full of indignation, declared that he who had been guilty d 
breaking the promise should present the cup upon bis knees. 
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The affiiir was at this point when I arrived. The third party 
to the transgression could not, and the assistant would not, 
kneel; and Dr. Haas/surrotinded-by a group Of turnkeys and 
felons, was about to go upon his knees- to present a cup of 
sbeeten to the sick prisoner ! The reader, no doubt, will he 
happy to learn that he suffered himself to be dissuaded, and 
that the ceremony was eventually perfoirmed by the assistant. 
-^ The police of Moscow *is very efficient; but, as is the case 
in all the executive departments of the law throughout the 
country^ is very unequal and capricious in its operation. I 
happened to become acquainted with a curious case of absurd 
fleverity. At a time when incendiarism was Jrequent in the 
city, a serv^t-ffirl found in the street a letter in which a 
neighbour was Sireatened with havmg his house burned down 
that very night She instantly flew to^ the devoted fkmily to 
give tibeialarm; and, after relating the story to hgr master, 
went to bed Jn a state of dreadful agitation. In the middle of 
a cold tmd stormy high t, she whs taken out' of bed by the 
police, having Dnly time to snatch up a petticoat and. wrap it 
round her shoulders; she was dragged to. the office, aiid, 
without a word of examinaticm, knouted severely ; and then 
thrust into prison, where' she was kept for two days without 
food ! Her crime was having warned the intended victiins, 
instead of carrying the letter to the police; and, having been 
delivered of a child only a day or two before, her dea(h from 
exhaustion v^ould, in all probability,. have been the conse- 
quence, had she not purchased from one of the men, for an 
e^hty kopek piece, a small morsel of black bread. 

in consequence of the severity of the police, not only to 
suspected criminals, but to witnesses, a Russian will nSver 
have anything to do with a de$id body which has not died in 
its bed. If he meets with one in the fields, or on the htgb^ 
way, he takes to flight as if he were afraid of the ghost. They 
are very attentive to the sick;, but when once die breath is 
out, ** there's an end." A friend of mine riding one day near 
the Simonov monastery, saw a man at a distance climb Aipu 
tree and hanff himself. He immediately galloped -with all his 
might towards the scene of action ; but, before arriving, a 
flowier was already there from the barracks close by. This 
man would neither mterfere himself, nor permit my friend to 
do so. He stood on guard very quietly till the police came 
up, with an immense crowd at their heels ; and the first thing 
thought of, after taking down the body, ytna to fell the tree 
with their hatohets as being unclean. 
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'JSbia k tke pidr^ curioas aE^the general beli^ is, that the 

soul does- not get clear off from the body till the nintft day 

^ after d^th. But the ^upei^itions df the Rtissians would re- 

auire a volume to themselves; and I shall only jnention that 
le Evil Eye is the most common one in Moscow. A firiend's 
ehild was taken. i}l in eonsequence of tins laalign, but unia^ 
tentional influence; and the nurse imihediately rubbed itf 
back with the cloths that had been used at its birth. She 
washed th» in&nt every night, licking its back, and spitliBg 
three times.' 

I need hardly say, that the higher ranks are as ti^rely kh 
fected with such superstitions as those of our o.wn counti^^ 

Among persons in that class of society at MosQpw, there is. 
in general still more of warmth and kindness oT manner than 
at St Petersburg. Their education, is good, hut their reading 
very superficial.- A traveller, in 1784, says tiiat French and 
a little geography were all Chat was thought requisite; 
whereas, at present, their studies embrace French^ Germaxi, 
and English, ad w^ll as the other branches of a polite education* 
Ikhow at least a dozen ladies who have never been out. of 
Russia, i)ut who spea^ English without the slightest tinge of 
a foreign accent . . ' 

The number of English here is -not considerable, and the 
great majority consists of the famHies of manufaptoyers. They 
have a very neat church, notwithstanding ; where Ilieatd, 
noCwithout emotion, a congregation of my countrym^ offer- 
ing up their prayers from, the centre of Russia m behaJf^of 
their native land, and their native king. On one oceasion the 
sermon was peculiarly affecting; It was preached on the deaih 
of Mrs.^ P , a beautiful, amiable, and higlUy*gift$d yaCaig 
lady; v^om, although expected by her in life, I was too late 
to see except in her coffin. At the funeral itself, my worthy 
friend,'^if he will permit me to call him so, — ^the excellent 
and talented minister of the congregation, was so much over- 
come by emotion that the words of 5ie beautilld service came 
only in choked and broken fragments firom his lips. It was a 
scene I shall not readily forg^et-^that small group of English 
in a lonely churchyard, weeping over the' grave of their coun- 
trywpman in a foreign land. 

The climate of Moscow is healthy, partly owmg, no doubt, 
to its elevated situation, and partly to the freedoni with which 
the wf nd is able to sweep between the line? of low houses. 
According to the hospital reports, March and October are the 
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inost fatal months for all diseases, except typhus, whose reign 
is in January. 

The prices of the necessaries of life are low ; meat being- 
about threepence an English pound, and flour not more than 
a halfpenny. The inhabitants, notwithstanding, complain; 
such rates being enormously high, compared with those of 
preceding years. 

The population by a late census amounts to '315,152 souls. 
Of this number, only about a seventeenth part is noble; while 
more than one half is composed of peasants. The following 
table, without taking up much room, will give an idea of the 
city as it is, in the various establishments, both spiritual and 
corporeal, in operation for the benefit of its inhabitants. 

Churches , . 273 

Convents 21 

Hospitals 71 

Auberges 507 

Beer retail shops 279 

Bakehouses ...... 181 

Kalatch bakehouses .... 91 

Eating-houses 170 

Public Baths 37 

Houses 9904 

Shops 7566 

Lamps 7598 

I am far from flattering myself that in the fore^oinff pages 
I have been able to give a proper picture either of St Peters- 
burg or Moscow. If such an idea ever entered my head, it 
would be immediately turned out affain, were it only by a 
sight of theiarge quantity of materials still lying in my port- 
folio untouched. In the small space, however, in which I am 
" cabined— cribbed— confined," I have endeavoured to touch 
upon those prominent points which form the outlines of the 
piece ; and 1 thus hope that I may have enabled the reader 
to imagine, with tolerable accuracy, the effect of the whole. 
14 
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CHAPTER XVni.* 

PEOPLE OF MOSCOW — PRUSSIAN SOCIETY. 

Mohammedan funera) — Evening assemblage of Tatars — Chorchefl 
and palaces of Moscow — ^Their picturesque appearance — A Rus- 
sian prince — ^His intelligence and charity — Dinners — Servants, 
their variety and character — Slaves — ^Prisons — Crown peasants 
— Artisans — Merchants, and their guilds — Character of the pett^ 
merchants — Story related by Mr. Wilkins, the American mi- 
nister. 

It was in the middle of the month of May, in the present 
year (1835,) that I found myself established in the very centre 
of those hyperborean savages who are said to be about to pour 
upon civilized Europe by her eastern gates, and sweep away 
in the barbarian flood every trace of flie arts, the literature, 
the religion, and the refinement of our amiable friends the 
Turks. 

Tn this new and trying situation, I do not" attempt to deny 
that it was with some catchings of the breath, and some flush- 
ings of the cheek, I looked round me, in order to fulfil the 
purpose of my mission. I was in Moscow — in a street called 
the Loubenka]---and in a house named, in the French language 
(which the upper ranks of the natives understand,) — the Maison 
du Tartare Ismailof. I was abandoned by my companions of 
the diligence, who had gone east, west, north, and south, and 
been swallowed up and absorbed in the Muscovite metropolis. 
The droskiman who brought me to the door had unfeelingly 
pocketed my money and rumbled himself away. Even a dog, 
to whom I had extended the hand of fellowship in mounting 
the stairs, backed himself against the wall, and looked coldly 
over his shoulder. I was alone. 

I looked cautiously out of my window, from which, at length, 

* The author, in another vehicle, gave additional notices of the 
Russian people, under the title of *' Some further Account of the 
Barbarians of the North." These characteristics will now be in- 
troduced as a fit sequel to the " Journey." 
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I even protruded — ^but in a gradual, delicate, and inoffensive 
manner — my whole head. I discovered that I was one of the 
inhabitants of a very large house, in a hollow, oblong square, 
approached from the street by a covered passage. The side 
of the square opposite, and distant from my aMe about the 
breadth of a reasonable street, was formed of a range of lofty 
and regular buildings, while .the sides on either hand con- 
tained uie dwellinffs, apparently, of a humble class of society. 

Whatever the classes might be, however, into whose fellow- 
ship i was thus suddenly thrown, there was something not a 
little remarkable in the appearance of the individuals. I was 
by this time accustomed to the Russian kaftan, which is some- 
thing between a cloak and a great-coat, and to the long boots, 
the red sash, and above all, the picturesque beard : but my 
neighbours seemed to be true Asiatics, and reminded me of 
the personages of the "Arabian Nights." Some of them 
squatted, cross-legged, on a bench before my window ; others 
leaned against the wall, as motionless as statues, and others 
TOUsed up and down the court with a long pipe in their mouths. 
These men were not barbarians of the north; they were of 
the still more savage race which had enchained the very mind 
of Russia for centuries. They were the descendants of the 
wild Mogul, thus congregated in a dense colony in the city 
which their fathers had so ofleii filled with blood and ashes. 
And in the yery heart and middle of that colony had my de- 
stiny set me down ! — Truly I had caught a Tatar ! 

It seemed to me that the sort of tranquillity which reigned^ 
in the court, and hi the manner of the inhabitants, was not 
the tranquillity of a peaceful mind or peaceable intentions. 
The Tatars looked at one another with a gloomy significance; 
their eyes were frequently directed to a particular window, 
which, however, was not mme ; and ever and anon a messen- 
ger came and went, whose tidings were received with a 
raising of the eyebrow, and an inaudible motion of the lip. At 
length a wild scream broke from the window in question, and - 
rent the air for more than a minute, when the calm Orientals 
started at once into bustle and agitation, hurryinff across the 
the court in different directions, and vanishing hastily into 
their houses. 

A star, it appeared, had set in Israel. A magnate of the 
horde had that moment departed to the heaven of Mohammed. 
The scream which announced the event had hardly died 
away, when a thick bed of straw was spread in the middle of 
the court, and the yet warm corpse brought down and laid 
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upon it A circle of Tatars was then formed around the spof^ 
each man sitting on his heels ; and a monotonous, hut not un- 
pleasing'chaunt gave solemnity to the stillness of the scene. 
The circumstance becoming known in the neighbourhood, the 
whole area was speedily filled with a mixed crowd of Rus- 
sians and Tatars, all uncovered, and all watching in profound 
silence what was going on. In little more than a quarter of 
an hour the death-prayer was finished, and the mourners then 
gathered in towards the dead. They laid him at once upon a 
bier, and carried him away, without more ceremony, to his 
grave without the city. The man was safe enough under six 
feet of earth before the lingering warmth of life had alto- 
gether quitted his frame. The straw was then cleared away ; 
the mourners by-and-by came back to their houses, and the 
court returned to its usual order and repose. 

When the hour at length stole on which belongs neither to 
night nor day, yet possesses all that is most beautifiil in both, 
the Tatars again came out, one by one, from their dwellings, 
till every here and there a group was seen squatting in com- 
mittee. The meaner houses, too, at the sides, of the court, 
gave forth their denizens, who proved to be Russians. About 
a score of young men, girded with a brightpcoloured sash, 
their shirt, of every gaudy hue, hanging over their trousers 
to the knee, and their long hair prevented from falluig into 
their eyes by chaplets of brass or tin, lounged out in groups 
of two or three at a time, and took possession of an outside 
stair, where they stood, leaned, or lay down, in the most pic- 
turesque attitudes imaginable. By-and-by, a corresponding 
train of damsels appeared at a little distance, and these either 
sat quietly upon a bench, or stood in small knots, with their 
arms round one another^s waists. The re-union was to all 
appearance accidental ; and each individual, I have no doubt, 
fancied that it really was so; but yet this was the moment to 
which all had unconsciously been looking forward ever since 
the morning — and not only this morning, but every former 
one of their lives since the age of thirteen or fourteen. The 
appearance of the young women was the signal for a song 
from one of the young men. By-and-by, the air was changed 
by suggestion, and his comrades joined, singing in parts. 
Presently the voices of one, two, or more damsels were heard 
blending shrilly with the strain ; and at length, by slow de- 
grees, and brought about as it were accidentally, a regular 
concert was begun, which continued lon^ after I was unable, 
from the coming down of the night, to distinguish the figures 
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of the singers. The music more nearly resembled the national 
melodies of the Scots than anything I have heard elsewhere 
on the continent. It was simple and melancholy, and if the 
performance did not require a vast knowledge of the art, still 
the voices were so admirably well adjust^, and so passing 
sweet withal, that the effect-^in such a place, and with such 
associations — had something akin to enchantment 

The Tatars, in the meantime, either conversed in whisper, 
or listened in silence to the music of their heretofore victims. 
Neither party appeared to remember the day — although not 
very far distant — when the blood-stained crescent gleamed 
over the domes of the Holy City, and when the spoiler said 
to the captives of the Moskva, in the words that were spoken 
to those who sat down weeping by the rivers of Babylon, 
" Sing us one of the songs of Zion !" But a more interesting 
audience appeared at the csusements of the Tatar colony. 
These were the Mohammedan women, peeping from behind 
the curtains, and taking a stolen glance at the amusement 
below. I observed in particular, for the first but not for the last 
time, a young and pretty girl, who was even more than usually 
anxious to see what was to be seen, and yet more than usually 
a^id lest her curiosity should be chidden. She had a silken 
curtain drawn over more than two-thirds of her window, and 
at the aperture her fiice was never presented but furtively. I 
never saw a man in her room, and never discovered her en- 
gaged either in work or recreation of any kind, except play- 
ing at cards with an old woman, which she did regularly 
every evening. My eyes became afterwards acquaint^ witn 
those of this agreeable infidel. She seemed amused by the 
interest she excited, and took a thousand opportunities, in the 
course of the day, of popping out her head, and then looking, 
in pretty alarm, to the stranger^s window; but I never saw 
her nearer. She either did not go out at all, or was so 
closely muffled up in her oriental veil, that I could not recog- 
nise her. 

It may be supposed that the scene in the court, and the soft 
music, and the face of the beautiful Tatar girl, had altogether 
the effect of tranquillizing my nerves ; and, in fact, I went to 
bed with little or no apprehension of my throat being cut 
during the night by the barbarians of the North. The next 
morning I went forth to v^iew the savage metropolis. I have 
never seen Timbuctoo, and am unable, therefore, to speak 
from comparison ; but of Moscow I would say, that it must be 
reckoned a very wonderful monument of barbarian art In 
14* 
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the centre is the Kremlin, a jumble of palaces and churches^ 
surrounded by lofty walls, and walks and gardens; then the 
city, or the town of shops and merchants, also walled ; then 
another and much yaster circle of habitations, girded round 
by planted boulevards; and then an immense and shapeless 
suburb, as it may be termed, though bound in by bastions. 
The houses of the nobility, which are confined to the two 
last quarters, are in general reproductions of the palaces of 
Italy. They are bound together by lines of buildings of meaner 
pretensions, but, as all are painted of some light and delicate 
colour, the effect is wonderfully elegant ; so much so, that if 
Russia were not Russia, and the Russians not Russians, I am 
almost tempted to think that the city might be admired even 
by eyes accustomed to the architectural glories of Oxford- 
street and Tottenham-court Road. But the temples of Moscow 
— it is there that the taste of the savage breaks forth. Their 
fantastic forms, their thousand domes and cupolas, either 
ffilded, or painted a brilliant green, have an effect, as they 
nave an architecture, entirely their own. The civilized spec- 
tator is bewildered and amazed, for he cannot measure them 
by the square and plummet of classical criticism which he 
carries in his pocket. Not one of the conventional terms of 
art will apply, which he bears about with him on his tongue's 
end ; and, shrugging his shoulders, he turns away from the 
scene with a smile. But the picture follows him; its un- 
worldly forms impress themselves upon his mind ; its rainbow 
colours tinge his imagination ; he dreams that night of the 
Arabian tales, and the next morning, with a bitter blush, de- 
tects himself writing in his journal the heretical words- 
Russian architecture. 

But on this subject I have already bestowed enough of my 
tediousne^ upon the public. My present object is to tell my 
anxious friends how I &red amon^ the natives, and what kind 
of barbarians they are. Most of the newspapers of France 
and England have been endeavouring, day after day, for a lon^ 
time past, to let out the secret ; but, some way or other, this 
has been done in so indefinite a manner, that one feels one's 
blood curdle, 'Without knowing why. That the Russians are 
barbarians of the north, is sure enough ; that the Turks, com- 
pared with them, are a polite and civilized people, is not de- 
nied ; that the latter, if fiillen under the domination of the 
former, would cease to be what everybody knows they are, 
the civilizers of the human race, is a melancholy &ct All this 
is sufficiently obvious, but still sometiiing more is necessary. 
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What kind of savages are the Russians 1 — that is the question. 
How many generations are they behind the Spaniards, for in- 
stance, in the humanities of life ? Does the atmosphere of this 
country vibrate with curses, like that of Ireland 1 Does mid- 
night murder stalk through the land ? Do the mothers bury 
their children alive ? Do their atrocious superstitions convert 
the meek and holy Jesus into a brutal Moloch 1 Do their de- 
votees cut one another's throats because all do not believe 
precisely alike 1 

The next morning I called to deliver a letter of introduction 
to a "Prince." The Russians, like all other savaffes, are 
fond of titles, and that of prince in particular. The title, 
however, is a mere ornament, like that of ribbon at one's but- 
ton-hole, and has nothing to do with determining the real rank 
of the individual. The title in this country descends not only 
to the eldest son, but to all the chOdren, male and female ; 
and thus, in the course of a few generations, we have a flou- 
rishing colony of princes. The property, in the meantime, is 
divided among the femily, and thus, in the course of a few 
generations, all these princes are poor. The poor nobles, 
however, are permitted to sell their property to the rich, and 
thus an aristocracy of wealth is formed ; but even this is 
evanescent, for the rich in their tarn become poor by the sub- 
division of their estates. Hence it arises that in Russia he- 
reditary rank is held in little or no estimation : and that even 
the circumstance of wealth gives no permanent dignity to a 
family. Every man, therefore, is valued by his public utility, 
80 far as this can be evidenced by the nature of the public 
service to which he is called by the Emperor. The Emperor, 
no doubt, makes a bad selection sometimes, like other men ; 
but still, in theory, the plan is wonderfully wise for a nation c^ 
barbarians. 

The prince I visited on the present occasion was high in 
office, and therefore one of the real grandees of the enapire ; 
^ but, notwithstanding, I found him visible a ten o'clock in the 
morning. In more refined countries, if I had presumed lo 
knock at a grandee's door at such an hour, I should have run 
some risk of being given in charge to the watchman. What 
was more astonishing, the princess, or "my wife," as he called 
her, intruded upon the tete-d'tHe immediately after. At ten 
o'clock in the morning ! how uncivilized ! 1 found both the 
lady and gentleman well acquainted with the present state of 
England, and desperately afraid of the progress of popular 
reform, and its possible results with regard to Russia, I al- 
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ways eschew such suhjects, however, when it is possible, and 
I changed the conversation as speedily as I could do so without 
rudeness. 

The prince is the director of some of the principal chari- 
table institutions of Moscow, and the information I either re- 
ceived from himself on the subject, or which he put me in the 
way of acquiring, was puzzling in the extreme. These insti- 
tutions are not only admirable in themselves, but, generally 
speaking, among the best administered in Europe. How to 
reconcile this with the barbarism of the country is the ques- 
tion. When talking doubtfully of the moral effect of the 
Foundling Hospital, I could not but admire, on many occa- 
sions, the kindness of heart, whatever I might think of the 
arguments, of my opponents. "At any rate," concluded they, 
" we are willing to prevent one great crime, even at the 
hazard of inducing the commission of a hundred immoralities. 
We desire to do at least present ^ood, trusting in the Almighty 
that he will not permit it to be followed by future evil." 

Charity, in this city, assumes every possible form. Count 
Scheremeetoff, for instance, bestows every year upon a certain 
number of spinsters a dowry of from a hundred to a thousand 
roubles, which they gain in the way of a lottery. The draw- 
ing presents a curious and interesting scene. A friend of 
mine once congratulated a young girl upon obtaining a small 
prize. " Tush !" said she, tossing her head, and half laughing, 
half crying, " what sort of husband can one expect for a hun- 
dred roubles'?" 

After dining with the prince above-mentioned, and with 
many other Moscow nobles, I felt myself altogether confused 
and disappointed. The dinner, the wines, the language, the 
manners, all were Parisian. I regretted having come so far 
to see the barbarians of the north. Being on the spot, how- 
ever, I noted a few things in which a slight difference was 
visible. In almost every hpuse, par exemple, there was at 
least one elderly female, who appeared neither in dress nor 
manner to belong to the station of the entertainer, yet who 
sat. in the drawing-room, and at table, with the rest of the 
company. These persons did not take part in the conversa- 
tion. If more than one, they talked in a low voice together, 
when they were not altogether silent ; and they always con- 
trived to find their way to the dining-room without the assist- 
ance of the gentlemen. 

General ^invitations to dinner are very common among the 
more wealthy families ; but I could not bring myself, on more 
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than two or three occasions, to avail myself of this species of 
hospitality. When I did go without a special summons, I 
found that, in general, the table was graced with " old familiar 
faces." Each house has its own diners; and I was told that 
the non-appearance of any of these standard guests is looked 
upon with great suspicion. At one princely board, a gentle- 
man invariably made his appearance on the Sundays, who was 
only known as "the man with the epaulettes."' He had re- 
ceived the first invitation a score of years before, and being of 
a very unobtrusive disposition, his name, in process of time, 
came to be forgotten, while his person was as well known as 
the marble columns of the hall. A Sunday at length came 
when something was found to be amiss at the table. The 
host and hostess fidgeted, the guests looked at one another 
and held their spoons suspended over their soup. Everybody 
felt as if all was not right, but no one knew what was the 
matter ; till at length the question broke suddenly from the 
noble entertainer, " Where is the man with the epaulettes'?" 
The Man was not there. The old stagers in vain taxed 
their memory for some tradition which might throw a light 
upon his name. The servants were in vain interrogated as 
to the abiding place of this interesting personage. No one 
knew anything about him, and the meS passed on in doubts, 
fears, and conjectures of every possible hue. The worst of 
them, no doubt, were the truest ; for the next Sunday — tiie 
next — the next — all brought th6 accustomed meal, and the 
old ^miliar faces — minus one. The man with the epaulettes 
was doubtless dead ; but even this was only a hypothesis. No- 
thing is absolutely certain, but that he never was seen again. 

«* Weeks followed weeks, moons rollM on moons away, 
But Conrad comes not — came not since that day !" 

The servants in such families are, generally speaking, too 
numerous and ill-regulated to be of much use. When you 
enter a Russian nobleman's house, instead of a few brilliantly- 
dressed exquisites who wait upon you with a kind of devout 
attention, yet without the smallest hurry or confusion, you 
encounter a number of shabby dogs, whose motions and ap^ 
pearance persuade you for a moment that the house is on fire, 
and that a part of the street rabble has obtained admittance. 
These gentry either open upon you at once, not one of them 
having any precise department of his own, or, afler gratifying 
their curiosity, they turn away, yawn, stretch themselves upon 
a bench, or enter into conversation with one another. 
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Hiilh^ a servant is a mere lottery. The character of the 
man, it is true, is written upon his passport; hut all these 
characters are alike — and all good. If the master has suffi- 
cient regard for his own honour to write the character which 
his servant deserves^ a functionary of the police calls upon him, 
and represent^ that the fellow will never get another place. 
If the master is resolute, the servant, supposing him to have 
money or friends, brings an action against his " tyrant,'* who 
is put to great trouble and expense in proving — if that be 
possible at all — the truth of his allegations. Should the ser- 
vant be prevented, however, either by poverty or fear of the 
result, from taking this step, he in most cases can command 
at least a five-rouble note, with which he bribes the police 
and obtains a new character. 

Servants are sometimes — for there is no use in mincing the 
matter — slaves; that is to say, they belong to their masters 
unconnected with the land, and cannot be considered feudal 
tenants. The agricultural peasants may be transferred from 
one master to another ; but they cannot be removed from the 
land, and therefore they can no more be said to be sold, than 
an English leaseholder, when the title-deeds of the property 
pass into new hands. Sometimes those tenants obtain per- 
mission to leg,ve the estate, and become traffickers, servants, 
or anything else ; but still they belong to this lord, as before, 
and must continue to pay him the obrok, or capitation tax. 
The difference between them and the former class is not a 
mere nominal one ; for the one is, to all intents and purposes, 
a slave, who may be sold like an ox, while the other is a feu- 
dal tenant, who has either received leave of absence for a 
certain number of years, or who has been altogether manu- 
mitted, on condition of paying, as before, his obrok. 

The number of slaves is comparatively very small. Some- 
times, when well treated, they are faithful and attached, as 
was occasionally the case with negroes ; but still in Russia, 
as everywhere else, slavery is a plague-spot upon the land, 
which, however we may flatter ourselves, can never be 
thoroughly eradicated, except with blood and burning. Dur- 
ing my stay in Moscow, a gentleman flogged one of his slaves 
who acted as coachman, and sent him to his estate in the 
country. Here the man was flogged again, by an order which 
he carried himself, and then came back to town with two 
horses under his charge. On arriving, some further fault was 
found, and he was flogged for the third time, and commanded 
to betake himself again to the country, there to receive a»-« 
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other flagellation. The man set out to ohey, but he had hardly 
trudged halfway, when he suddenly changed his intention. 
He returned to Moscow, walked straight to his masters room, 
and hewed him in .pieces with his iMitchet He then called 
his brother-domestics around him, pointed to the mangled body, 
and telling them, in a few words, how and why the deed had 
been done, surrendered himself to justice. 

I saw another assassin of the kind, when loaded with fetters, 
and about to commence his march for the mines of Siberia — 
the terrific substitute, in this country, for capital punishment. 
The motives in his case were not so clear ; for the lady of the 
land, whom he had slain, was reported to be of a humane dis- 
position, while the victim above-mentioned was said to be a 
hard-hearted scoundrel, who well deserved his fate. A sullen 
obstinacy was the predominant character of the assassin's face. 
He felt no remorse, and exhibited no terror at the idea of a 
journey which would conduct him to a place, where three or 
four years, at most, of hopeless wretchedness, would terminate 
in a miserable deathl He ha^ entered his mistress' chamber, 
it seems, and smothered her with the bed-clothes. He con- 
fessed the fact, yet would not throw the least light upon his 
object, whether this was revenge or robbery ; but the unhappy 
wretch was anxious to impress upon us all that the two young 
women, his fellow-servants, who had been condemned as ac- 
complices, were not only innocent of the crime, but had been 
altogether ignorant of his intentions. 

I saw these women afler their backs had been torn by the 
knout, and when they were just ready to begin their march to 
Siberia ; but I could not learn that the slightest evidence had 
been adduced against them, except the supposition that, as 
they were in the house at the time, they must have had a 
guilty knowledge of a deed which had taken more than an 
hour to perpetrate. The truth is, the system of slavery is so 
monstrous, that, unless protected in this way, by a crime of 
the kind involving the destruction even of the innocent, it 
could not continue to exist without giving rise to almost daily 
assassinations. The slaves,' however, amount at present to 
considerably more than a million ; and as each is worth as 
property, taking men and women together, at least a thousand 
roubles, the question of their emancipation must be one of 
much difficulty. Were civilized £ngland the party con- 
cerned, ^e thing of course would be easy. We should have 
no long years of struggles— no purchased howling against 
God and nature— not a amgle whisper of compengatum to the 
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filave-owner. We'should say at once to the slave, " Be free !** 
and he would he free. But what can we expect from the 
Barbarians of the North 1 

The case of the two women was closely inquired into when 
I was present, by Dr. Haas, a gentleman whose name it would 
be unpardonable to omit, since I have mentioned incidentally 
the charities of Moscow. Among the noblest of these chari- 
ties, there is an institution sanctioned, if not established by 
government, which charges itself with the inspection of the 
gaols, and particularly of the depot where the convicts assem- 
ble to commence their pilgrimage to Siberia. Dr. Haas is 
the secretary of the institution, and he ^ives himself up, soul 
and body, to the duties of the office, with an enthusiasm of 
benevolence which has never been equalled since the days of 
Howard. Day and night he is at his post In the middle of 
a meal, or in the middle of his sleeps he is at the command of 
the humblest or basest criminal who calls for his assistance. 
Some years ago he was engaged in a manu&cturmg specular 
tion, which failed and swept away the whole of his little for* 
tune. Among the creditors, Mr. E. , a respectable 

English gentleman, thought himself peculiarly unfortunate, 
and solicited the insolvent to give him at least a small portion 
of the debt, since it was his all. 

" That I cannot do," replied the doctor, " for I have it not 
to give. You have indeed lost your all, and, for my part, I 
am glad of it The circumstance is, no doubt, intended by 
Providence as a trial, and I am only too highly honoured in 
having been the instrument !" 

The doctor once undertook a very long journey — a journey 
of eight or nine hundred miles, for the purpose of meeting his 
sister whom he had not seen for fifteen years, and who was 
on her way from Germany in order to pay him a visit When 
he arrived at Narva, the place where he was to intercept her 
on her route, he found that the diligence did not arrrive for 
some hours, and he walked up to the observatory to pass the 
time. There is here one of the finest telescopes I ever saw; 
and the doctor, who knows a little of astronomy, was so de- 
lighted with it, that the moon and stars appeared in the 
heavens, and then faded away before the beams of the next 
day's sun, ere he thought again of his sister ! The lady in 
the meantime arrived at Narva, and passed on, unconscious 
of his having left Moscow. 

Under the inspection of this old man, the priBoneiB of the 
Barbarians of the North are as well attended to— and^ in some 
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respects, .more comfortably eitaat^}»— thaa those of tke most 
civilized, nations in Europe. The benevolent fbelifigta, hoir- 
^ ever; which are the basis of this system owe tteir origin to 
tlie present.century.- 

** Little provision^" *says a traveller in 1784, *'ismaclein 
this country for. prfeoners; and a poor wretch, -without friends- 
or money, confined in a .Russian gaol, runs some ha2ard of 
i^arvtnfft I have sometimes visited thoisie mansi(»is of misery ; 
and if mmine, chains, nakedness, and iilth^ are -shocking, the 
scenes I tieheM were -shocking." At the' present day. the 
prisoners, who have plenty to.«at,aBd wh© are sometimes 
supplied even with delicacies by private charity,; complain 
occasionally of the quality of their bread, bjit of nothing else. 
In the case of the only complaint of this kind which came 
under xny personal observation, I know they were wrong ; for 
my opinion of the bread «was taken ^by Dr. Hsas, and I found 
it to be quite as good a^ ^at etften by the peasantry out of 
doors. ' . 

• This kind of- bread isl)}ack and 'sour, but extreip^y nutri- 
tive. A peasant, indeed, although he relishes white bread as 
a child does Cafte, would be apprehensive of starving if con- 
fiil^d to it as }iis ordinasr diet. I have, seen persons even of 
the highest ran^ eat^ black bread at dinner by preference; and 
often, m a pedestrian excursion, I have myself regaled upon 
it with much gusto, when accompanied by the rich fhick 
milk with which the wanderer may be supplied at almost 
every peasant's hut Unfortunately, however, the prepara- 
tion of this essential article does 4iot always receive equal 
care* It^is frequently so full of sand, that it must infallibly 
, affect the* health of the consumer ;, and I have no' doubt that 
the frequency of an agonizing comiilaint is chiefly owinff to 
this cause. In a statistical table which happens to be before 
me, I^nd that in the year 1822 sixty-two operations fbr the 
stone were performed in one general hospital in Moscow, and 
thirty-four in another. 

Dr. Haas's customers of course consist not only of peasants, 
but occasionally of persons of every qther class. They in fact 
form an epitome of Russian society ; and I now propose show- 
ing, in a^^few words, in what manner that society^is consti- 
tuted, beginning at the lowest moral link in the social chain, 
but without including the military, the clergy, and ^e nobles.. 

First, thenj we have the sUyes — ^men who have neither 
souls nor booies of their own^^who are sometimes -attached 
friends, and. sometimes as^sins, just as tiiey are treated, but 

15 
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whose reasoning faculties are in general employed in the ex- 
ercise of that ingenuity by which a jnan se,ek8 to perform, at 
the least possible cost of -labour, u task for which he is not 
paid, and in which He can h^ve no possible interest The 
number 'of this clas^, as compared to that of the great body of 
the PEOPLE, is small, hardly exceeding that .of the ru)bles ! • I 
was told by one of the high officers of govmenemt, Who *I 
trust will have an opportunity of seeing this page, that men 
and women ceased to be sold like cattle in Russia fifteen years 
ag^o. He perhaps intended to say that such sale was at that 
^period forbidden by law ; bat unfortunately, owing to the de- 
fective slate of the executive department, many of the best 
laws are a dead letter. To the present Emperor, who pos- 
sesses a vigour of determination almost equal to tliat of his 
^eat predecesfeof Peter, and who is besides beloved even to 
idolatry by a mighty majority of hi» people, Europe looks, not 
forjL superficial, biit a radical reform of this monstrous abuse. 
Let his Majesty remembei' that Russia is a new country, 
whose headlong pace has never yet bqen measured, either in 
powei;or civilization, by that of the old kingdoms of Europe ; 
let him forget the late tardiness of England in a similar ques- 
tion ; and above all things, let him look down with imperial 
disdain upon the existing example of the soi-^isant republicans 
of America. • • - 

' The second class consists of those peasants of the. nobles 
who aje not slaves, but serfs of thp glebe. This is by far the 
most numerous body of society; it is. in fact .the bulk of the 
nation.- The obrok they pay to their lords is in general a 
mere trifle compared with the value of tho land th$y enjo/; 
and if you only give it the name of rent, you might conclude 
that tiiey are the " most fortunate people on the face of the 
earth. But the serf, unhappily, has no liberty of action or 
'"motion ; if he is happy at all, it is upon compulsiofi. His 
ccHidition depends entirely upon the character of the lord of 
the land. He cannot remove from one farm to another'; lie 
cannot marry wij;hout permission 5 the very amount of his 
obrok -is fixed by the arbitrary will of his feudal chief. 
. This is his condition in theory ^ so tp speak ; but if it was so 
in practice, nothing could prevent a political convulsion but 
the bayonet. The proprietors of land are, generally speaking, 
well educated and* intelligent men, who are perfectly aware 
that their own interest and respectability depend upon the 
prosperity of their peasants. The power, therefore, either 
accOTded to them by the laws, or inherited from tb^ir ances- 
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tors in defiance of law, is rarely used to any odious extent; and 
the instances of tyranny, so current in Europe, either relate 
to an earlier day than this, or form an exception to the rule. 
The author quoted above, Mr. Richardson, tells us that, when 
he was in Rus&ia, '•'the peasants no sooner arrived at puberty 
than they were compelled to marry whatever female the pro- 
prietor chose." At the present day the proprietor gives him- 
self very little trouble abaut the matter, but allows the-course 
of true love to run rough or smooth as it will. 

When on a visit to Mademoiselle B ^ , of Ismailof, I re- 
marked one day to her amiable charge,, the princess , that 

I was very desirous of witnessing a peasant's marriage; whpn 
the young lady turned laughingly to an heiress in the com- . 
pany, and begged her to get up one.for me on purpose, since 
her estate was at no great distance. On my askinff the fair, 
tyrant— herself, I believe, about to become " a youthml bloom- 
ing bride" — how she could manage this, she replied, that 
nothing was easier, and ridiculed very successfully the idea 
entertained by foreigners of the cruelty supposed to be prac- 
tised on fjuch occasions. Among other examples of this 
cruelty i she told me, that a few days before, a young man had 
come to her guardian, and. lamenting his hard iate in being 
without anybody to " mend his shirts," besought him to give 
him a wife, and some trifle to begin the world with. The 
gentleman immediately looked round amongst the female 
peasantry, and, selecting one who in appearance, habits, &c., 
seemed to be his eiqual, asked her whether she had any ob- 
jection to a husband ] Whereupon the delighted fair one, 
unable to speak fipom the suddenness of the joy, threw herself 
down at his feet, and knocked her forehead upon the ground ; 
and on the very t-amo day this interesting pair, entered into 
the holy and Indistjoluble bonds of matrimony. 

The third class in my arbitrary division of society, and the 
next in nuinccrs to the foregoing, consists of the crown pea- 
sants. Their obrok is the pi'operty of the emperor, and as- 
sumes the form, therefore, of a tax upon their lands; while 
their villages may be said to be small communes governed by 
individuals of their own body. They are, however, the pro- 
perty of the crown, in the same sense as the precedmg cWs 
may be said^ to be the property of the nobles,' and \yith tHig 
further drawback upon their freedom, that they maybe tran- 
sported in whole colonies wherever the emperor chooses. 
But the system, like the other, is much better in practice than 
in theory ; and, so far as my own observation goes, \ can say 
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that the crown peasants of the. barbarians are fo all intentfl 
and purposes a^ free, as comfortable, and as "happy as any 
peasantry in Europe. 

The fourth class consists of the Corps des Bourffeois, com- 
prehending the artisans of every description. When they 
choose to become sellers of the articles they htve hitherto 
assisted to manufacture, and are able to' declare themselves 
possessed of a suitable capital, they advance a step higher* and - 
belong to the fiflh clasa 

The fifth class is me merchants, subdivided into liiree 
guilds, according to the amount of capital tiiey declare, and 
on which, independently of the obrok thejr pay to their lord, 
supposing them to be still serfs, a tax is charged by the 
government of fbui and tllree-quarters per cent. The lowest 
capital is 8000 roubles, or about 337Z., which empowers a mer-- 
chantto retail his goods in the town and arrondissement to which 
he belongs ; the next 4s 2Q,000 uoubles, of about 842^*, involv- 
ing the right to traffic in the whole empire ; and the third is 
50,000 roables, or about 2,104Z., the merchants declaring 
which may import and export, and establish manufactories. 

When a merchant acquires sufficient money, he generally 
buys his freedom, and thus relieves himself from the obrok; 
but if his lord does not choose to sell, the serf has no right to 
-compel hiln to do so. Thus the extraordinary spectacle is 
sometimes seen, of a peasant serf rolling along in his own 
carriage, and living as expensively as any noble 'in the land. 

, l^he petty mercheints of Ilussia are liars, cheats, and swind- 
lers almost to a man. This is owing to the abitfary nature of 
the obrok, and their othef burthens as feudal tenants. From 
their very infancy, they wer^ accustomed to petty trickery, in 
order to deceive their lord or his steward ; and it is not sur- 
prising that they carry about with them into Ijie world the 
, lessons which they receive almost in the cradle. At the same 
time it must be confessed the system is carried on too long. 
Even after they become freemen, and acquire some very 
tolerable notions of their own dignity as men and citizens, 
they continue to cheat in their business as before — ^to call 
their god (who hangs up in the shop, with a lamp burnTng- 
before him) to witness the lie — and when detected, to own 
the perjury with the. blandest smile ih the world. This is 
notjso much the fault of their education, as of the ignorance; 
stupidity, and corruption existing in the administration of the 
laws. The injury it does to their trade is incalculable ; people 
are afirzud to go into a Russian shop, and prefer trustmg there- 
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fore to ibreign competitors, who, when naturalized, enjoy all 
the privileges of natives. The greater jnerchaiits, the mili- 
tary officers who have risen from the ranks, and the nobility 
in general, are as honourable people as can. be found in 
Europe. Dishonesty, therefore, is not as some writers have 
knagined, a part of the national character. The radical cure 
wouhl be, to get rid of the system of servage ; but as this can- 
not be managed in a day, something else should be tried : if 
the dishonesty of the shopkeepers cannot by fair means be 
brought at least within the bounds of moderation, let it be 
torn out of their backs with the knout! . ♦ 

I am at some. loss whether ox not to class the above among 
the vices of barbarians ! What say ye to the question, O ye 
stock-selling-off tradesmen of London I-^^ ye prix-fixe shop- 
keepers of Paris ! — ^ye who teach your assistants to cheat as a 
part of their business, and who hang them, when taught, if 
they practise tho accomplishment upon ydurselvesi As for 
^ that fixed nati6nal character, which seems bo^-n iii the blood, 
look for it among the Turks, who have hardly advanced a 
single step in civilization since their establishment in Europe — 
look for it in the Indians of America, who are till this day 
wild men of the woods — look for it (but here I speak doubt- 
fully) among the negroes of Africa ; but look for it not among 
t&e Russians. Bussia has sustained a greater change in tlie 
course of one century than any other nation of Europe in the 
course of ejght There is more difference between Russia of 
to-day and Russia of forty years ago, than between England 
of the^Tudors and England of the Guelphs. 

One day, when in conversation on this subject with Mr. 
Wilkins, the American ambassador at the court of St Pe- 
tersburg, he told me an Indian anecdote, which has probably 
not before been in print. With this I shall for the present 
conclude ;• with the intention of endeavouring next month to 
present a nearer view of the Barbarians of the North, in 
their huts, their walks, their occupations, and their pastimes. 
♦ The son of a Delaware chief was brought up from infancy 
as the playmate and^ friend of Mr. Wilkins. .No difference 
whatever was made between the two boys ; their dress, their 
meals, their beds, their education — all were alike ; and the 
lads themselves -regarded one another as brothers. When 
• young Wilkins arrived at the years when it was necessary 
for him to go to college, his companion was in every respect 
— in appearance, in language, in feelings— ah Anglo-Ameri- 
can boy ; and the two friends parted in the hope of meeting 
15* 
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again,' unchanged except in the addition of fi)ur years to their 
age, and a correspondii^ number of inches to their stature. 

In four years, young W ilkins returned to the parental home ; 
and while ctossing the threshold of the house^ his tutnuituous 
thoughts were perhaps fully as much occupied b^ tke friend 
into whose arms he was about tarush, as by any member ef 
his father's fiunily. He caught the eye, however, of a naked 
Indian sitting on the bench before the door, and paused 83 he 
was about to entev. . The object, though picturesque, was 
common,^ and he turned his head, without knowing why,, to 
look a|[ain at the face of the ^savage. The red youth then 
smiled; and his question " Bo you not know me?" explained 
all. 

After his friend went to colle^, and when he vmb thus 
thrown back, as it wer^, upon his own mind, the Delaware 
boy, as he said himself, was beset by strange WiM thoughts, 
which he could neither understand nor describe. He felt aa 
unconquerable longing for the Kberty of the woods — a thirst- 
ing afler the air of the desert ; and, after strugglingr long and 
fiercely against a propensity which his fcabits of civilization 
persuaded him to be evil, and Ibr thB existence of which he 
could not in any manner account, he at length. tore off his 
European dress, and fled into the wilderness. I cani^ call 
to mind the name of this Indian ; but he became a distin- 
guished chief in the wars with the English, and was celebra- 
ted not only for bravery but for cunning. ^ He wae at length 
suspected of playing false on both sides; and Mr. Wilkins, ui 
riding through a wood, saw accidentally the body of his early 
friend lying dead, and horribly mangled, at the foot of a, tree. 
Th6 Delaware had been muraered by his own countiymen. 
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CHAPTER MX, 

KAUVFACr^m — ^BURAL POPULATION— MANNERS. 

fjQve adventures of a Cockoey in Moscow. — Exhibition of manu- 
ikctures. — ^^Imitativ^ ctiaracter • of the Russians. — Manners. — 
Rural population.-— Visit to a Muji)L*8 house. — Gardens of the 
. Tsaritzena. — Miseries of an English lover. 

Among my fellow-lodgers in the Maison du Tat^re Ismailof 
— (Ismailpfi by the ' way, is a Eossian, not a Tatar name)— 
there was a dandy of the first water, whose name was Duck- 
ett, and whose red and white comjjlexion^ and black hair, put 
me in mind of Miss Landon's description of the Narcissus of a 
Rathbone-place Counter. I believe, in fact, that Duckett's 
employment at one period of his life really was the admea- 
surement of tape ; but that is of no consequence. He was a 
youth ht " above buttons ;^' and, when the question came to 
be of a pleasure tour, he smiled scornfully at Paris, turned his 
shoulder upon Italy, and laughed^ outright at the vulgarity of 
the Alps. He would travel amon^ the Barbarians. 

Duckett was hot ^uite a Narcissus; for, iilthough he ad^- 
mired hiiiyiself above all created beings, instead of running 
away from tl\e nymphs like the spoony son of Cephisus and 
lariqpe, he passed one-half of his time m running after them. 
His existence was made up of ^adventures, or rather of the 
pursuit of them ; and to go home to London, and tell how he, 
had been in the good graces of a real Russian, a genuine fe- 
male barbarkn, was the very summit of4iis worldly amTntiom 
Besides, he was a person, if I do not wrong blm much, of very 
.slender income; his hat was decidedly in the decline of life, 
and I'once arrived at ocular demonstration of his having had 
a slit in the upper part of his boot fine-drawn by the cobler. 
Duckett believed that he was destined to mend ms fi>rtune by 
making love ; and, of all the romantic stories he had read, and 
they were not a feW, those only appeared to stick in his memory 
which described the hero as being overwhelmed with presents 
by l^e lady, or ladies, of his disinterested affections. 

One day Duckett was walking along a street called the Pe- 
Uovka, and, chancmg to turn his eyes upon a jeweller's window, 
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he saw, as through a glass darkly, the jeweller's wife. And the 
jeweller's wife saw him. She was a Russian beauty. In other 
words, h*er face could not boast a single regular feature, and yet 
was on the whole pretty aftdloveable. Her complexion was an 
inimitable mixture of roses apd lilies, which her own sweet 
and cunning hand had laid on. fler hair was of the colour 
which God pleased ; but being entirely concealed by a little 
sad-coloured silk handkerchief, the beholder was left to ima- 
gine it to be what it in all probability really was— a paley 
gold. Her eyes, blue, lustrous, and insidious, spoke a lan- 
guage which was English to the happy DuCkett. , 

He passed the shop again— -again — again ; and still he saw, 
and still he was seen. The lady, looked longer and longer ; 
they grew intimate in glances: the afiair was progressing. 
At length Duckett went in. He pulled off his hat, and held 
it in his hand the' whole time, according to the Russian feshion; 
he bowed, simpered, and sighed, and examined a gold locket 
' — ^but did not buy. He thought the lady looked still more 
anxious than is usual in such cases, that he should take it ; 
but,. not understanding a word of her language, he could only 
guess, Duckett, in fact, was delicate, perhaps fastidiously 
so. At last, in the midst of his hesitation, she thrust the 
trinket hastily across the counter, with a glance which spoke 
to his soul, " Take it : it is a gift :" when the accursed jew- 
eller came in suddenly from the. back shop. Duckett leaped 
backwards, till he was brought to by the other counter.; and 
the jeweller's wife, startled and disconcerted, gathered the 
locket hastily up, and put it away. 

The adventurer knew very well that barbarians are always 
jealous, and that their wrath is fierce, and their anger cruel. 
He kept away from the Petrovka for several days: but love 
at length overcame nrudence, and once more he found himself 
standing by the fatal window. No smile, however, sunned 
- him where he stood ; no ftijrtive glance, flitting among the gold 
and gems which surrounded her, smote him as if by chance, and 
galvanised him to the backbone. T-he lady was angry, or, if not 
angry reserved, or, if not reserved, indifferent Duckett was 
petrified. No ingenu ity could account for this turn of fortune, 
till one day the explanation came upoii him like a thunderbolt. 
Another youn^ man passed the window — another ditto, as he 
said, of himself: the same carnation cheeks — the same black 
hair — the same tall and elegant person ; — all save the bad hat 
and the mended boot ; for the stranger's beaver was new and 
his calf-skins whole. The lady smiled as he passed, and 
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looked at him from under, her eye-la^es; «nd the rival, 
drawing up his collar, raised hin|self on, his toes till he ap- 
peared a giant to poor Duckett, and strode past the shop like 
a church steeple, . , 

That day Duckett looked like a ghost In vain I bored him 
for some of his amatory adventures ; in vain Madame Vazmer» 
our charming hostess, asked him, jvith her rosiest smile, to be 
helped to gudgeon : silent, sullen, sad, he sa,t at the table, as 
^reen and yellow, and stiff and sour, as a pickled cucumber. 
Twenty-four hours passed away in this mood ; when, una- 
ble to bear, his fate any longer, he went once more to the 
Petrovka. The lady looked at hiiji. A momentary expression 
of joy, fierce, bright, and beautiful, seemed to illumine heir 
face; but the next moment, casting down her eyes suddenly, 
she appeared to look for something in a drawer beside her. 
The glance, was. enough for Buckett He read in it the 
explanation* of all his torment, and the termination of all his 
fears. It w^ the lady who had been jealous^ealous of , his 
remissness ; the young man with the new hat was a Mind ; 
and her indifference a hypocrisy. Duckett, in a flutter of 
delight, determined to go in, and, if need were, even to buy 
the Tocket ; but, as the latter, idea occurred to him, he thrust 
his hand into his- small-clothes' pocket; a tiny chink m«t his 
ear ; and turning uway, he walked irresolutely past the shop. . 
The next moment lie felt some one touch him behind. It was 
an urchin who liad darted out of the door, and who, with a 
few words of some unintell^ible gibberish, aiid a smile of sly 
meaning, slipped a purse into ins hand, containing a pearl 
ring, and .a round score of ducats! , 

To describe the exultation of Duckett under this shower of 
barbaric pearl and- gold is impossible ; for this, as he confessed 
to, me, was the only rca? adventure he had ever enjoyed. He 
immediately^ bought a new hat, was measured for a new pair 
of boots, and treated himself to a bottle of generous Madeira,- 
instead of the thin cheap Medoc he had hithierto. drunk at 
dinner. ~The next day he sallied forth to the Petrovka, with 
a beating heart, determined to bring the intrigue to a crisis 

But Duckett was not brave in the vulgar sense of the word. 
The Very magnitude of the lady's gift alarmed him, and, as a 
thousand stories of barbai:ic jealousy and revenge crowded 
upon his mind, he hop^, and trusted, that, the husband was 
etill ignorant of his wife's generosity. He crossied firat on the 
other side; 'but seeing," to his great surprise, his rival ^o in, 
indignation and curiosity lent him courage, and, making a 
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very short circuit, he reached the window. . His rival ^wxis 
indoed there;' but no" longer happy and • triumphant His 
voice was loud in complaint and invective ! Duckett chuckled 
at the sound ; he wished the conceited fellow would turn to- 
wards the window that he might see his new hat. But, alas! 
the husband as well as the wife was tliere! and this could he 
no lover's Jeremiad. Tailj^grim, and massive, the jeweller 
stood eyeing his customer* his , eyes flashing fire, "and his 
beard appearing to curl with barbarian rage. /Duckett could 
not for his life refrain from putting his head in at the door to* 
see what was gokig on. 

At that fatal moment, the wife caught a glimpse of his 
figure, and the sensitive woman gave a loud scream ; when 
hep husband, bounding instantaneously across the counter, 
rughed, with the roar of a tiger, to the door. Duckett §)r one 
instant stood paralyzed with terror ; the next, he.wheeled about 
instinctively, and fled like the wind down, the street.. To 
turn the corner of the Petrovka, and dash : into the Pont- 
des-MaxescIiaux, were but the occupation of some seconds. 
Onward- pressed .the adventurer, gasping up the steep hill 
ibrn^ed by the street and followed by the jeweller, the stranger, 
and the wife, gathering at their Jieels, as they flew, a miscel- 
laneous crowd of mujiks, shopnien, isvofchiks, merchants, 
monks, and nobles. At the. corner of the Louberka the unfor- 
tunate Duckett was ItnoCked down by a street-keeper. 

"What account do you give oftjiisl" cried the stranger, 
in French, snatching the purse out of his pocket J while the 
husband stood over the victim like a goul. 

" As God is my. judge," gasped Duckett, " I never saw the 
woman.but with the counter between us I" T 

**.What has that to do with tlie question 1 It is my purse, 
which I left by mistake upon the counter, and which these 
decent people intended- to return, when their boy put it. into 
your hands instead of mfne!" . - 

At this juncture L happened to pass by, and«well for Duckett 
it was that I did so! I explained the mistake to the stranger, 
and, slipping a ten rouble note into th6 street-keeper's hand, 
in all probability^ saved my counti^y man from the necessity of 
extending his travels to Siberia. 

The species of honesty practised by the jeweller and his 

wife, may seem out of keeping with the character. I have 

already givjen of. the Rtistsiun shopkeepers ; and yet instances 

.of a similar kiud^occur every -day. They will perjure tliem- 
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selves fifty times in a*breath for the'sake of clieating you out 
of a kopeck ; but if you leave the coin (about the value of A 
centime) upon the counter bv mistake, tliey will run half* 
mile after you to return it. It is odd how the extremes of 
barbarism and civilization sometimes meet at a common point! 
in the Palais Royal at Paris, the very same kind of honesty, 
and tHe very same kind of dishonesty, are things of constant 
recurrence. Poor Mr. Duckett need not have^gone so far as 
Moscow, either for the insidious smiles, or the golden gene- 
rosity, of a shopkeeper's wife. • 

But, talking of shopkeepers, let us inquire what it is' the 
barbarians have got to sell I FoFiny part, I felt no^ snmll de- 
gree of Quriosity on the subject, having been assured at Memel 
— -the last frontier town of the civilized W'orld which I had 
passed through — that if I did not mean to contbrra to the 
customs of the savage country I was about to explore, ii\ let- 
ting my beard'grow,. wearing a shirt for a quarter of a year, 
encouraging the production .of tartar on my teeth, tying rags 
round my. legs instead of stockings,4lressing my hair with my 
fingers, and clothing my feet in the bark of trees, it would be 
absolutely necessary to lay in a Complete, outfit . of scissors, 
shirts, combs, boots, razors, tooth-brushes,, and stockings. 

It so happened that I was not long at Moscow, when an op- 
portunity occuirred of fully gratifying my curiosity ; for an ex- 
position took place of*the Products of National Industry,, to 
which Prinoe S, Gagarin had the politeness to send me a 
ticket, with admonition that I ^should riot tal;! to go, . Products 
of natiwial" industry ! .,Bark shoes — wampum belts — glass 
beads — sea-weed chemises-chides — tallow— hein'p! The thing 
was almost too ridiculous— ciiougli so, in tUct, to make an 
Englishman afraid of his dignity; and I consulted on the sub- . 
jcct — but with perfect gi'ivity, hjo as lo avoid wounding his 
feelings — Cobnel Paul Monchanoil', a gentleman who h'oA ' 
contrived , to pick up,- God knows how, as " nuich. scientific 
knowledge as would set up a London professor. 

"** Russia,'^ said the Colonel, as seriously as if he intended 
no humbug in the world, " may be considei;ed a new country, 
so far as. the arts of civilization are concerned. They are not 
indigenous among us; they ha"Ve not grown gradually up from 
a rude Snd formless germ, receiving successive improvements 
from cultivation and experiment; — they have, on the contrdry, 
been imported, as they now exist, from the more favoured 
climates of Europe ; and thus, generally speaking, our master- 



180 \ BUStU ANi) tAs RUSSIANS. 

inaim&cturers are finreigners. This vuist necessarily be the 
oas.e. to a certain extent; but in Russia, it wiH, in ail pidba- 
bilitv» be 80 a eto-ter time than in any other- country in the 
world under ^similar circumstances. The reason v^ that we 
possess the faculty of imitation more strongly than any other 
pex)pl& mentioned in history. fV>r instance, you no doubt aid>- 
mireU a bust of- Catharine in the Academy of Arts at St Pe- 
tersburg; it was the production of a poor ignoj^ant mujik, who 
mmused himseli^ almost unconsciously, witn chopping b, block 
of marble in that munnet upon the quay.' 

v*^But when I say that^our manufacturers are almost -all 
foreigners,.! mean those belonging to such great- establish- 
ments as could not have been formed without a considerable 
capital The country is swarming with native Tnanuftictur^is. 
Ride out a few versts in th^ neighbourhood of Moscow, and 
you wilt hdrfir flie* sounds of. manufacturing industry ftom 
eveiy cottage window. * Look into these windoWs, and you will 
Bee the mujiks engaged in working figures upon silk or velyet 
of the most elegant and rec^erci^^ patterns. Nothing comes 
out of the foreign looms that is, not imtnediately laid hold of 
and imitated by the natives^ whose extreme simplicit;y of liffe 
enabjei^ them.to'compete, ev^n in prices, with their compara- 
tively luxurious Rivals. * Gp, in fine, to the exposition, where 
you will- see at tlie. counters, nSingling with Germans, "French, 
and English, our bearded merchants and mechanics ; and then 
come home and dine with me, and jndul'ge yourself, by way 
«f compensation, in talking of Leeds, Manchester, and JBir- 
minghaDo.^* ^ . ' . .^ 

I made the Colonel a bow, with' Wonderful deconim office ; 
and, liQoking my arm into that of M. KhamekoflT, (the elegant 
poet and dramatist,) Went.ayfay to. see the epcpose of the Bar- 
barians of the North. *' . : 

The assembly-TOorfl of the nobility was the scene of action^ 
avast haU, diyided into tlnree, like a Catholic- church, by a 
colonnade of imitative mtfrble. The middje spaced -or nate, as 
it would be ccdled ft ecclesiastical architecture, is th^ arena 
for dancing, and. it is capable, of containing three thousand 
persons. Round the sides, however, between the walls and 
the colonnade, there runs a galleryi large enough to accom- 
jnodate perh{i{» from a. thousand to fifteen»-hun<&ed in addi- 
tion; While, , in six ^ or ^ seven lateral apartnients, oiPiginally 
destined for saming^or re&eshtoents, you might stbV possibly 
two thousand xnore» 
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All these places were full — it was, in fkct, a regular cram; 
and as it was the first day of the exhibition, I had an opportu* 
nity of seeing the whole population of the city in epitome. 
My ticket was for the private days — the days of the nobility ; 
but my business in Russia was to see the people, and I did 
not commit the mistake of confining my observation to a very 
small, and, morally speaking, not a very important class. On 
the present occasion, all raims were displayed before me ; for 
curioeity» and the jwe«i«^e attending a "first day," had in- 
duced the nobles to lay ceremony aside, and mingle with their 
peasants and slaves in one common mass of humanity. 

The men and women of the nobility, or upper classes, were 
exactly like those of a similar rank whom we see promenading 
in Regent-street, or on the Boulevards of Paris. Colonel 
Monchanofi* was indeed right in his estimate of the imitative 
genius of his countir ; for these barbarians have the knack of 
copying so closely their civilized brethren of France or Eng- 
land, that it is utterly impossible to distinguish one from the 
other. Nay, so elaborate are they in this species of manufac- 
turing industry, that they begin even in the cradle. Their 
nursenr governesses are very frequently Englishwomen ; they 
learn French for their every-day language, German for its 
general utility, and English as an accomplishment They ^ 
through the same routine of education as at London or Paris; 
ajid, in short, they at length pass themselves off for ladies and 
gentlemen of Europe ! 

An English traveller, indeed, asserts that the ladies are in 
the habit of picking off pieces of the candles as they pass by 
— ^to eat, I suppose ; but as I never happened to witness any- 
thing of the kind myself, all I can state upon the subject is, 
that one evening, at the house of the Princess Mescherski, 
(tiie Russian translator and munificent distributor of religious 
tracts,) on the fact being mentioned, it sent such a polite 
cachinnation from one end of the room to the other, as must 
have made the author alluded to, had he been present, wish 
himself in the mines of Siberia. The writer of a late French 
brochure brings forward a still graver accusation : he asserts 
that they are all thieves. This, I am sorry to say, my evi- 
dence will go rather to establish than oliierwise: for, on 
leaving tihe country, I missed several large pieces of my 
heart, or at least of that portion of it which I did not leave at 
home. 

The class next to the nobility consiEted of the Russian 
16 
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merchants of the highest guild, some of them magnificently ar- 
^ rayed in robes adorned with gold embroidery. Then there were 
the- other guilds, generally dressed in the national kaftao^ 
with or without the sash, and almost all provided with a luxu- 
riant beard. Then came the tradesmen, artisans, and labourers 
of every description, each in his best attire, and all examining 
the riches displayed before them with immoveable gravity. 
The gravity of the lower order of Russians, be it dbserved, is' 
8Ui generis; for instead of the apathy which forms the greater 
portion of that of the Turks, and red men of America, its 
chief characteristic is attentive observation. No exclamations 
of any frivolous kind were heard here, even araong^the excla- 
matory sex; no "O la-s!" "Dear me-s!" or "Good gra- 
cious-s!" The mercantile dame, clad in silk that might have 
stood on end, turned round her beautifully painted face to her 
daughter, and made some quiet remark ; and Mademoiselle, 
piloting herself between the gigots situated at each shoulder 
like Scylla and Charybdis, peered her little French bonnet 
over the article, and replied mildly — (I hope the reader un- 
derstands Russian) — " Ugh, agh, ogh ! bow, wow, wow !" 

One of the first objects which struck me in a particular 
manner was a full-length portrait of Catharine II., which I 
had the imprudence to pronounce to be a very superior paint- 
ing M. KhamekoflT admonished me that it was only a piece 
ofKussian needle- work ; and I determined to be more circum- 
spect for the future. 

We then arrived at some superb Cashmere shawls, which 
looked, at a little distance, like paintings on a rich velvet 
ground. The price of one was three thousand roubles, and of 
another twelve hundred, which I thought cheap for the arti- 
cle, till I ^liscovered that they were only imitations of Cash- 
mere. They are manufactured from a material obtained, not 
ftom the goat, but from the Kirgis sheep in winter — a sort of 
down which grows beneath the' course long hair of the ani- 
mal. Last year the Emperor bought one or these shawls for 
four thousand five hundred roubles.* 

There were also some Leghorn bonnets — imitation, as usuaL 
One of a black colour was marked at nine hundred roubles, 
and a white one at seven hundred. Such things, I know, are 

* A rouble, at the rate of exchange when the author was in 
Russia (a &w monthi ago,) was worth lOJd 
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sometimes sold in ItBih for three thousand francs, but I cannot 
judge of the relative fineness of the. manufacture. 

A beautiful stuff next attracted our attention, whfch looked 
like figured cotton velvet, and was marked at only two roubles 
the archine (two feet four inches.) A short tune ago this 
was manufactured entirely by the Tatars ; but the Russians, 
as usual, set themselves to copy, and soon drove the inventors 
out of Uie market. The Tatars, however, although obliged 
to buy from their rivals, since they can buy more cheaply 
than they can make, still retain a portion of the retail trade ; 
and -they frequent the inns of Moscow and St Petersburg, 
offering to the traveller cloaks and dressing-gowns, which the 
unsuspecting innocent purchases as Tatar commodities. 

The silk velvet was enormously dear. Unwrought silk, 
brought firom near the mineral waters of the Caucasus — and 
among the most beautiful I ever saw— sold for twenty-seven 
roubles and a half, the Russian pound, forty of which (or a 
pood) are equal to thirty-six English. 

Printed cottons were e^ood and cheap. M. Ehamekoff told me 
that three thousand roubles worth of this manu&otoe was sold 
at the last lair of Leipsic, formerly supplied exclusively \^ 
England! I do not pledge myself for the accuracy of this 
^ statement ; but, in the specimens I saw, I certainly detected 
no inferiority to the Manchester productions. I observed, 
however, the same thing here which struck me in France,' 
namely, that they either do not possess or do not exhibit the 
very inferior qualities. In Paris aU the printed cottons are 
better and more beautiful (and dearer, of course) than those 
we see in London, except in the first-rate warehouses. It is 
the same case with silks, A French woman of the lower 
classes, even if she could obtain it, which she cannot, would 
not deign to wear the miserable stuff with which an English 
lady adorns herself for the sake of saving a shilling a yard. 

The highest price of woollen cloth which I observed, was 
thirty-two roubles the archine. Formerly the Poles were the 
masters of the market, but the Russians have learned to sur- 
pass them. Some of the cloths were extremely fine, but the 
black colours dingy instead of black. The growth of wool is 
a subject of extraordinary importance to Russia, and is 
watched with intense interest by the more intelligent of the 
people. Merino sheep are breeding in various parts of the 
country, from the shores of the Baltic to the frontiers of China; 
and the extensive cloth trade carried on with the celestial 
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empire, is now fixed on such a basis as cannot be shaken by 
ihe intervention of other nations. Formerly the Russians 
brought the goods destined for this traffic, from a distance of 
several thousand miles to the frontiers. Now, the goods-^—the 
manu&ctory — the wool — the sheep <m which the wool grows 
*-all are close to the market ! 

The Russians owe this, in the first instance, to an English- 
man, the late Mr. Kempton Harvey, brother of Mr. Harvey, 
lecturer on English literature at the University of Moscow. 
This gentleman, in the autumn of 1829, brought from the 
heart of Saxony, to the neighbourhood of Moscow, a fiock of 
six hundred Merino sheep, with the intention of sending a 
portion of them to Irkutsk. A joint-stock company, however, 
was afterwards formed, chiefly by the exertions of M. Zeidler, 
the Governor of Siberia, and four hundred of these valuable 
animals were marched into Asiatic Russia. The whole dis- 
tance from Saxony was between five and six thousand miles, 
and the travellers took four years to their journey. This wool 
does not deteriorate, even among the snows of Siberia ; and 
they suflTer less by drought and epidemic diseases in summer 
than the native sheep. The emperor is a partner in this com- . 
pamr, holding forty shares, at two hundred and twenty-five 
roubles each.* 

Another article of vast importance fs beet-root sugar. The 
loaves were among the whitest and most beautiful I had ever 
seen ; and it is said that in Russia the root gives ten per cent, 
more syrup than in France. As yet, bankruptcy has be^i the 
lot of speculators in this manufacture — a fate which frequently 
attends the forlorn hope in such great enterprises. Correcting 
the errors, however, and benefitmg by the experience of their 
predecessors, it is to be confidently expected that a difierent 
destiny will attend those who now follow, and that beet-root 
sugar will very soon enrich both the grower and the country. 
Even now it is sold at three roubles in^ the pood (thirty-six 
English pounds) cheaper than West India sugar. 



*The stock of the company, on the Ist of August, 1834, consist- 
ed of 634 pure Merinos, and 2904 of the first and second crosses 
and native sheep. The stations are Irkutsk, Minusinsk, and 
Verknyudinsk. The long wool of Ihe first generation is said to 
be adapted for combing, and perfectly well suited to the English 
market. 
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The plated goods were formerly all French — they are now 
all Ruseian, and quite as good, and singularly cheap. 

The cutlery is rudely fashioned, and the steel hadly tem- 
pered. You may buy a thousand pen-knives for twenty 
roubles ; and supposing you retail them at half a rouble each^ 
you will thus realize a profit of twenty-four hundred per cent. ! 
Cast-iron is imported from England. 

The common earthenware was worse than that of England, 
bat the porcelain nearly equal to the manu&cture of Sevres. 

Plain bookbinding was excellent, and cost only about a 
shilling for a large octavo volume. The finer kind dear, but 
very li^autifiil. 

Silk hats were far lighter, much more beautiful, and up- 
wards of fifty per cent cheaper than those of London. The 
«< beaver** hats, made like the English, not of beaver but of 
hare, were quite as good, and about the same price. 

Such was the Exposition of the Products of National Indu»> 
try— or rather, that small portion of it which attracted my 
attention— of the Barbarians of the North. 

I had an opportunity of seeing the native manufiu^torers at 
work, described by Colonel Moncharofi", in various rides, and 
and more especially in various walks, in the country sur- 
rounding Moscow. But, for the present, let me forget that I 
am one of tiie *^ nation of sbonkeepers,** and only thmk that I 
am a denizen of the world at large. On leaving Moscow, the 
same difference in manners is observable between town and 
country as in other parts of Europe. The dress of the peasant 
is the same, but he is franker and more fiuniliar, and as hospi- 
table as his means admit A^ luncheon of black bread, and a 
|ug of cre^-like milk, or a platler of prosto-quashya, are 
always at the disposal of the stranger ; but as fbr a draught of 
qudss, il is bought a compliment to be asked for it This is 
a small sour boverago» which answers the purpose of table- 
beer to aJl classes, rich and ~poM[»'.~^^ prostorquashya is 
milk tuiB s d th ick and sou r , b y the sun in summer, or the fire 
m winter. Even in canny Scotland this is called *' spoiled 
milk,** although, in reality, it is among the most wholesome ' 
kinds of food that can be eaten; and, when enriched with a | 
little cream and sugar, it forms a '* dainty dish*' that might be \ | 
** set before a king.*' The peasant does not demand,, or ex- \ 
pect, payment for such hospitality ; but when offered any, his 
habitual humility prevents him from refusing it 
The villages are oflen as snug and comfortable as the Eng- 
16* 
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liflli ; but, in general, they maj be said to be upon a par with 
those of Scotland, except in the article of dirt; a commodity 
which is either much scarcer, or much less ostentatiously 
displayed^ in Muscovy than in the land of Cake& As for the 
sfreat mass of the Irish hovels, I question whether they would 
be considered good enough for a Russian pig« Even their 
external appearance, however, (when they are not Crown 
villages,) depends upon the character of the lord of the land. 
But It is satisfactory to think that the number of ignorant 
brutes still remaining among the nobility is diminishing every 
day, either by the progress of civilizati<xi, or occasionally, by 
the knives and hatchets of the dependents. May I be per- 
mitted to suggest, that a gentle application of the knout bv 
the government, ** supra dorsum nudum, pulsante campana, 
might be advantageously substituted for the latter mode of 
teaching a ** great moral lesson V* not that I am particularly 
squeamish on the point, or that I think a bit the worse of John 
Russian for assuming, in the almost total absence of pradical 
law (for there is plenty of theoretical) tlie management of the 
afi&ir himself; but the task, to say the best of it, is. an invidi- 
ous one, and must hav^ the effect of continuing the absurd 
and pitiful distinctions which subsist between the two classes 
of the country— the mighty mass of this colossal nation, and 
the little handfol of land-owners^ who speak French, and wear 
pig-tailed coats. 

At the village of Yassenova, I was particularly struck with 
the neat and even genteel appearance of one of the houses ; 
and, with the assistance of Mr. Harvey, as an interpreter 
(brother of the introducer of Merinos,) I made some inquiries 
which threw a ffood deal of light upon the manners of the 
peasantry. To build the house, we were told, cost a thousand 
roubles; which was, in all probability, not half the real sum. 
£ven the lady mujik who did the honours, smiled signifi- 
cantly as she gave us this piece of information ; half in doubt, 
as it seemed, whether it would be more unpleasant to let us 
undervalue her acquisition, or to run the risk of the story of 
her wealth getting to the landlord's ears. Yet her landlord 
was Prince S. Gasarin, one of the most humane and intelli- 
l^ent members of Qie Russian aristocracy. The explaoatioa 
IS, that the obrok, or canitation-tax, is fixed by the master, 
and may consequently oe supposed to correspond with the 
means of the serf. 

The building occupied a large space of ground, but the 
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greater part consisted of what in an English fiffm urould be 
outhouses. In a climate like this, everything must be under 
one roof. The dwelling-house was composed of three small 
apartments, instead of merely the usual *' butt and ben ;*' and 
here resided three respeetable and well-doing families, that of 
the father and tiiose of his two sons. In Russia, when a pea- 
sant mames, he brings his wife home; and although the 
common nest does not become larger, the old birds make a 
little room for the stranger, while the grand-children, being 
bom on the spot, make room for themselves. The atmosphere 
of the house was incomparably hotter than that of the street, 
which was baking in the sun ; and every door, window, or 
chink was kept carefully shut. It is to this artificial atmo- 
' sphere, and to this alone, that the premature decay of beauty 
is owing. The vapour-bath, I feel convinced, is rather fa- 
vourable to it than otherwise. 

The garden, or rather orchard, was large, and well stocked 
with the usual kinds of firnit-trees. Almost all these, however, 
were planted from the seeds ; and I observed some apple-trees, 
which, although five years old, were not more Ihan six feet 
high. Our conductress pointed out a few slips which had 
been lately set in the ground, but she appeared to be in some 
doubt as to their thriving, saying that they did not understand 
that mode of planting. This woman had the most beautiful 
teeth I ever saw ; and, having hitherto been accustomed only 
to the beauties of the city and of the great roads, I asked her, 
in surprise, to what this was owing? She replied, that she 
never painted her face ; and that, after being m Moscow for 
two years as a nurse, finding the use of tea discolour her 
teeth, she had returned instantly to her village, in order to 
preserve those ornaments which had been envi^ by women of 
the highest distinction. The manners of this peasant were easy 
and firaceful — ^I was goin^ tosay lady-like ; and when bidding ' 
us adieu, she observed, with an inclmation which would have 
done honour to a duchess, '' that if wc^ would repeat our visit 
in a week or two, when the fruit was ripe, it would give her 
still more pleasure." This was very well for a female barbae 
rian. 

A short ride from the village are the gardens of Tsaritzena, 
the palace presented by Prince Potemkin to his mistress 
Catherine IL, and nm away from by that princess because it 
looked like a coffin. The principal building, although regular 
in itself, seems to have been constructed without reference to 
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any particular order of architecture,, while the smaller ooes 
are scattered about as if Ir^ chance. The whole edifice 
(which was never finished) is now in a state of decay ; and 
the roof having been m some places torn up by the wind, in a 
few years it will, in all probability, be a heap of ruins. The 
garden, however, or rather the vast grove, interrupted by 
walks, and hills, and dells, and a quiet lake, possesses even 
more than its original loveliness; and, more especially a^ this 
season, the Russian midsummer — 

** Oh, if there is an Elysiam on earth. 
It is this, it is this!** 

This is the fiivourite promenade of the citizens of Moscow, 
and of the gentry residing near the place ; but one peculiarity 
attends it which is strangely characteristic of a state of barba- 
rism. Throughout the gardens there are little pavilions for 
the use of the visiters, containing each a table and a few 
chairs ; and all these are open to the first comers. A party of 
friends, on arrival, make choice of the one which suits them, 
and, depositing therein their baskets of provisions and bright 
brass tea-urn, it becomes theirs as long as it is their pleasure 
to remain. Sometimes they take possession on Saturday 
evening, and remain till Monday morning, the gardens, during 
that space, being filled, night and day, with music and the 
sounds of harmless and temperate merriment Imagine a 
place of this kind, dear reader, near London or Paris, and 
thank heaven that you are not a barbarian of the north ! 

I have a love anecdote connected with these gardens at the 
tip of my pen, but I dread the censorship of some cross old 
dowager: will the young ladies stand by me? — ^yes, they 
will ; so here goes. 

The hero was an En^ishman, but a very difierent sort of 
person from poor Mr. Duckett He was a gentlemanlike 
man, well on to fifty years of age, and grave enough to be 
jessed at several years more. He had travelled a good deal 
m the civilized parts of Europe, and was last fix>m Vienna, 
arriving in Moscow about ten days before me. He brought 
letters of introduction which opened at once the doors of the 
best society in the city ; although from the difficulty with 
which he spoke French, he did not enjoy the hospitality 
pressed upon him on all sides so much as might have been 
expected from a traveller. Mr. Willmer, however— for this 
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is something near enough the gentleman's name to answer 
our purpose — although a traveller, was not exactly a man of 
the world. He had lived a good deal in retirement on an 
easy fortune; and only two or three years ago had heen in- 
duced, by the changes which time and casualty had brought 
about in the society around him, to seek amusement in foreign 
travel. If not a man of the world, however, or, in other 
words, a man fitted for general society, he was agreeable and 
intelligent, and very soon formed for himself a little circle of 
family acquaintances, among whom his time passed pleasantly 
enough. 

In this circle moved madame Br ft, a very amiable 

-^oung lady, and the possessor of considerable personal attrac- 
tions. She spoke a little English, and, with true Russian in- 
dustry and perseverance, availed herself of the intimacy of 
Mr. Willmer with her husband to endeavour to acquire a 
complete knowledge of the language. As for the husband, he 
was very glad that so &ir an apportunity offered for improv- 
ing his wire in an accomplishment of which he was proud ; but 
having no design to studv himself, it is not wondenul that he 
felt it irksome to listen long to a conversation of which he 
understood not one word. When Mr. Willmer, therefore, 
happened to be the only visiter, he usually made no scruple 
of getting up, and leaving him and his wife to their broken 
English and broken French. 

Madame Br f£, when he called casually in the evening, 

the fashionable time of visiting, was in general occupied wiOi 
needle^work, a custom sufficiently common in England in the 
two extremes of visitable society, high and low, but little 
known amon£[ the upper middle ranks, or pretenders. When 
he went in uie invariably laid down her work, and not only 
laid it down, but sent it away. This simple circumstance, 
which never occurred in any other house, was probably the 
first thing which set the imagination of Mr. Willmer at 
work. It never occurred to him that she wanted to im- 
prove in English, by familiarizing herself with the language; 
—all he knew was, that he wanted to learn French ; and the 

marked attention of Madame Br ^ff surprised — ^interested^- 

at length excited him in no ordinary degree. 

Madame Br— ff, I have said, was pretty ; but besides this, 
she had an ejre, which many quiet, well-disposed women have; 
— an eye which seems to say a great deal more than the pos- 
sessor dreams of. Mr. Willmer began to dread this eye, and 
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then, losing his dread, he beg;an to admire it He called 
more frequently. Whenever he met the husband elsewhere 
without his wife, he ran straight to the house. As his atten- 
tions increased, Madame Br f^ became more frank and con- 
fiding ; and as neither understood very well what the other 
was saying, it is no wonder — especially since a young and 
pretty woman was in the ca^e, open, lively, and well inured 
to badinage— that a ^ood deal of equivoque took place on 
both sides. As for Mr. Willmer, he was a grave, discreet, 
middle-aged man, to say the best of him ; and, even if the 
lady was conscious that he admired her a little too warmly, 
she might have been flattered, but certainly could feel no 
alarm at the idea. 

It is said in most books on the subject of Russia, that a great 
deal of libertinism prevails in the manners of the upper ranks. 
This, I have no doubt was the case, but is so no longer. The 
Russian nobility are more immediately and necessarily 
acted upon by Uie example of the reignmg family than any 
other nobility in Europe ; and, under the rule of the beastly 
Elizabeth, or the voluptuous but gifted Catharine, there could 
hardly have existed, in this class of the nation, such a thing 
as female purity. Now, however, they live under an entirely 
new dispensation. The present Emperor, like his predecessor 
Alexanaer, is, in his private character, an exceedmgly moral 
and domestic man; and although he, no doubt, has sense 
enough, and knowledge enough of the human heart to pity 
and pardon the occasional extravagancies of passion, he never 
would lend himself to foster the cold-hearted gallantry which 
is the usual vice of courts. 

Mr. Willmer, however, knew the country only in books ; 
he was there not to observe, and correct, if necessary, the 
opinions of others, but to amuse himself as well as he could ; 

and, in short, in the beautiful eyes of Madame Br ff he 

read an invitation which his heart of fifty years was not old 
enough to resist His great difficulty was want of language 
wherewith to express his gratitude for the passion he flattered 
himself he had inspired. Every day, however, he spoke more 
broadly, and looked more eloquently ; and at every meeting 
he squeezed the hand of his enamorata more warmly, till at 
last even Mad. Br ff began to fancy that something seri- 
ous was the matter with the man. 

This was more particularly the case when they were talk- 
ing one day of the Tsaritzena Gardens, which they had both 
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visited, and of a little pavilion which afiS>rded a still finer 
glimpse than the rest, of woodland scenery. I do not know 
exactly what were the expressions made use of by Mr. Will- 
mer, but the lady paused, coloured, and looked perplexed. 
Yet, in a few moments her indecision was over ; a radiant 
smile broke over her fiice, and her terrible eyes spoke a mean- 
ing to the imagination of her admirer (who had sat in silent 
dismay at his own temerity) which made him gasp. At that 
critical moment a party of visiters entered the room. 

The same evening, Mr. Willmer received the following 
biUet-douXj in the lady's own hand- writing, and any lurking 
doubt which may have remained upon his mind was given to 
the winds : — 

" I now understand you, my amiable Sir, which I did not 
altogether tlie evening past; but you have such a way of 
teaching me things, that I do not know nothing about it. I 
you assure, that my pleasure in your society is as much as 
the latter you take in mine. You have begged to go to the 
Wood of Tsaritzena, and I there consent f engage you to 
come to the pavilion, you know, to-morrow niffht, and you 
must arrive rigorously at seven hours. We will be ahne, and 
I hope you shall not tind no fault with that How it will be- 
agreeable to read some poems in the clear of the moon, and 
to sleep all night folded under the treea ! During these trans- 
actions, I rest all yours. v" R. B. 

•• P. S. My husband tries to read this rendezvous over my 
neck, and I laugh, and tell him to tiy all he is willing. Poor 
person ! he cannot comprehend nothmff." 

It may be supposed that Mr. Willmer perused this note 
with a beating heart ; but, being a man of tolerable delicacy, 
as the world goes, there was something so daringly profligate 
in the postscript as to startle and almost shock him. What ! 
not satisfied with making an appointment With her lover, she 
must show the letter to her husband, and laugh in his &ce at 
his iffnorance of the language in which it was written! But, 
in a£iition to the abominable coarseness of mind which this 
evinced, and which stripped the " affair" of all the colourin|f 
it had received in his imagination, was it wise to ally himself 
in crime with a woman so regardless of prudence and oecency 3 

Mr. Br ^ff could hardly be ignorant of every word of a 

language spoken so frequently by his wife ; and might not a 
single word which he knew-— even the name of the gardens 
— have caught his eye and awakened his suspicions I In this 
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case, the consequences of a duel did not present themselyea 
simply in the form of wounds and death, but also of tlie ridi- 
cule of the Iwid, the indignation of the good or hypocritical, 
and loss of character everywhere. If Mr. Willmer had had 
his passport in his pocket, he would that night have set out 
for England. 

Afler a restless night, he arose to encounter a restless day. 
As soon as the office of the Governor-General was open, he 
went there to take the preliminary steps for obtaining his 
gissport, which he was assured he might receive in two days. 
This was something; but still he did not like the aspect of 
ofikirs. What devil had put it into his heart to make love to 

Madame Br ff 1 If he must needs play the fool, or the 

scMnething worse, was it necessary to come all the way to 
Moscow and address himself to the wife of a Russian noble? 
He avoided the eyes of his acquaintance — he could eat no 
dinner — ^he grew more and more virtuous as the day advanced; 
lAit still he knew that it was impossible to retract—that the 
proposition had been his own— that he was the tempter, and 
not the tempted. 

At the proper hour, he found himself in the gardens of 
Tsaritzena ; and, winding round the palace, he took the way, 
with unsteady steps and a sinking heart, to the rendezvous of 
unlawful love. It was one of those enchanting evenings of 
summer, twenty or thirty of which, vouchsafed to the govern- 
ments of St Petersburg and Moscow, make up for the ex- 
treme rigour of the climate the rest of the year. I hardly 
think, in fact, that any one can imagine &iry-land, who has 
not sailed by the islands of the Neva, or wandered in the 
woods of Moscow. Mr. Willmer's guilty terrors subsided 
gradually under the influence of the hour, and that heart 
which, we are told, is "above all tilings deceitful and despe- 
rately wicked," even began to exult with the joy of the Fallen 
One when he invaded the Paradise of Eve. At this ipoment, 
however, on turning a clump of trees, he saw at a short dis- 
tance a party of ladies and gentlemen, several of whom he 
knew. At the sight, he shrank, with the instinct of evil 
things, into the midst of the shade ; and having done so, he 
hegan to perspire with the idea of his having been seen. He 
could hear the voices of the party as they passed by, and also 
a burst of laughter, the fire of which seemed accurately di- 
rected towards his retreat He could now catch the voices 
of other groups, and even see the ladies flitting and disappear- 
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ingi like Dryads, among the trees in the distance. Wonder- 
ing what could have pat it into the heads of all the world 
(for he was unacquainted with the extreme popularity of the 
gardens at this brief wid beautiful season) to come h^re on 
the present evening of all the evenings of Uie year, he made a 
still wider circuit ; and at length, after losing himself more 
than once, and playing at bo-peep with at least a dozen dif- 
ferent parties, he found himself near the pavilion indicated by 
Madame Br — — ff. 

The gardens were now quiet; the sounds of mirth and 
music ha^ died away ; the flitting shapes had disappeared ; 
and the scene appeared to be left to solitude and to him. He 
stole up to the door of the pavilion ; it was empty. He was 
lon^ behind his time. Had his mistress, indignant or de- 
spairing, fled from the spot which was the witness of her dis- 
grace and disappointment? He went in, vexed and agitated. 
Suddenly a voice broke upon his ear from without. It was 
the voice of the too frail, too enamoured woman; and as* a 
thousand feelings of love, shame, terror^ and remorse, swept 
across the heart of the seducer, he could hardly sustain him- 
self upon his trembling limbs. But in another instant he 
heard also the voice ofher husband, loud, rough, furious ! and, 
almost stunned by the shock, in the surprise and dismay of 
the moment, Mr. Willmer crept under the table. 

The husband, wife, two friends (with one of whom the 
reader is acquainted,) a servant, and a dog, then entered the 
small pavilion, and began to prepare the inevitable repast of a 
Russian — ^tea. Mr. Willmer's intellects were too confused 

to enable him to discover at first on what terms Mr. Br ^flf 

was with his fiiithless spouse ; but when his ears b^gan at 
length to become &miliar with the sounds of a foreign tongue, 
he persuaded himself that their secret was as yet safe* He 
was almost sorry that he had not stood his ground, and taken 
his chance of what might befall ; but the thing was done ; and, 
at any rate, the very fiw5t of the husband bemg present seemed 
to prove that a suspicion "of some kind had been excited. 

The great terror of the concealed lover was now the dog. 
This animal, who had apparently been the cause of Mr. 
B flT^s anger out of doors, was at present on his good be- 
haviour ; but still, as he squatted upon the floor, with his 
nose pointed towards the ambush, he could not refrain from 
evincing now and then, by a low growl, the curiosity and 
suspicion with which he viewed a long black shadow under 
the leaf of the table. Mr. Willmer would rather have been 

17 
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in the wildernetn. closeted with a panthec A sound of talk- 
ing ajid laughing was now heard without; and a considerable 
m^ of ladies and gentlemen put their heads in at the door, 
n>r theife would have been hardly room for their bodies in the 
interior. 

** You are here, Madame Br— fT,'* cried one of the ladies; 
**! thought you had reckoned it vulgar to pass the night ia 
T8arit2sena." 

•* It was the whim of our English friend, Mr. Willmer," 
■he replied ; " and after all, he has not kept the rendezvous !*' 

** Perhaps he was afraid of the company he might meet at 
this season — the monster is so stiffl" 

^No; I told him we were to be quite alone. But he is a 
strange creature — so shy, so reserved, so silent; and then he 
has such a lighted look when one says the most harmless 
thing in the world to him !** 

** Poor old soul !*' cried a young lady ; " what flin we should 
have, if we only caught him amoqg the woods of Tsaritzena ! 
I dare say the odiou» wretch wears a wig, and one might 
egnCriFe to tie It to a branch, as he was fitanding under a tree !** 

Mr. Willmer, in the meantime, whose love^reaon was thus 
roughly dissipated, lav under the table perspiring with skame 
and rage ; while the dog, perceiving that his master's atten- ■ 
tion was otherwise oecupled, took Sie opportunity of creeping 
elese to the ambush. When the animal at last actually 
caught two eyes glaring at his in the midst of the darkness, 
he emitted such a yell as made the ladies scream, and darted 
under the table. A fierce and furious struggle then took 
place between the man and beast; in the midst whereof the 
table was overturned, and **our Eqglish friend Mr. Willmer*' 
appeared at'full length. 

The amazement of the company may be better conceived 
than expressed, and the ladies* screams of laughter would no 
doubt be more pleasant to imagine than to hear. Mr. Will- 
mer, however, derived much benefit from his very slowness 
of speech and habitual reserve; for before he had time to 
biinffle the affiiir by any attempt at explanation, it was con- 
clnoed that his appearance in so novel a character was merely 
an expedient he had hit upon to convince the female barba- 
rians that an Englishman is not by half such a stifi^, grave, 
awkward, formal, shy, dull, drowsy, dreaming, Inlious, heavy, 
dismal, stupid dolt as is generally imagmed. 
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